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THIRTY-NINTH ANNUAL CONVENTION

FIRST DA Y—MORNING SESSION.

The Thirty-ninth Annual Convention of the Illinois State Sun-

day-school Association was held in Liederkranz Hall, in the City of

Belleville, Illinois, on Tuesday, "Wednesday and Thursday, May 11th,

12th and 13th, 1897.

The first session was opened by a "Praise and Prayer Service,"

led by President Willis, Clarence Tufts assisting at the piano. A
number of delegates offered prayer for the Divine blessing and guid-

ance, and some favorite hymns were heartily sung. Mr. B. F. Jacobs

suggested it would be well if prayer was made the great subject of

the convention, and stated that he had been helped greatly during

the past year through prayer, and had come to understand more
clearly that God is willing to give the things asked for. Eev. Dr.

Merrill then offered prayer; the hymn ''At the Cross" was sung, and
the scriptural quotations on the printed program were read respon-

sively.

The President introduced Rev. Dr. Merrill, of Minnesota, and

announced his topic, "Devotional Bible Study." Dr. Merrill spoke

as follows:

DEVOTIONAL BIBLE STUDY.

REV. G. K. MERRILL, D. D.

Some Christian people have a prejudice against this term Devo-
tional Bible Study. They think you mean that you have put away
your intellect. Nothing could be further from the truth than that.

There are three mental states which in the order of logic and in
the order of facts succeed one another: First there is an intellectual

state in which something is perceived. Out of that intellectual state

and on the basis of it there is an emotive state, a state of susceptibility
in which j^roper feelings which belong to the truth you have appre-
hended and defined are allowed to rise out of and embrace the truth.
Following that there is the third state, in which the whole man is in

motion toward an end, in which the will acts and acts in the direc-
tion which has been determined by the two previous states. One of
the best illustrations of this is in the famous speech Demosthenes
made to the Greek people when he was urging them to go into the
war against Phillip. He first told them the situation in all exact-
ness of detail, and they listened and saw it clearly; then, as the
orator went on, the feelings that belonged to such apprehension
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sprang up around the truth and glowed on every side of it, and
warmed it and made the hearts of the listeners all aglow with patri-

otic desire; and then the third stage was reached, when with one
accord the whole assembly arose and shouted: ''Let us march against

Phillip!" Now precisely these are the three stages of devotional

Bible study, and such study is not complete until these three stages

have been effected. This is the one studf of the Bible which calls

into use all our powers, First the intellect must perceive the truth,

then the affections glow around it, then the will moved by it goes out
in earnest result.

I am afraid we do not know very much about devotional Bible

study; I am afraid we do not pursue it as much as would be good for

us. It takes time to study the Bible devotionally. You may use

your intellect for the purpose of obtaining knowledge, and obtain

knowledge with a minimum of personal exercise, there are so many
helps and so many channels through which information can flow; but
to study devotionally we must not only receive information, but our
own faculties and powers must needs be used. We sing a hymn, part

of which is

"Take time to be holy."

Some of the busiest of us are coming to find that a man in this

world amounts to more for himself and everybody else if he takes

time to be holy; so if we will take time for the devotional study of

the Scriptures it will be time well spent.

It would be an exceedingly profitable thing for each one of us to

begin a devotional study upon the record of the life of our Lord. If,

for instance, we should take in succession the different periods of his

life. Take a single event in the life of Jesus, and read until we get
the picture clear and vivid before our eyes of Jesus as he was there;

of Jesus on the boat teaching, of Jesus in Capernaum. Then, when
the picture is clearly apprehended, emotions begin to flow; put faith

in Jesus as he is there; let love go out from you to embrace Jesus as

he is there. Let Jesus as he is there be glorified in your vision; then
resolve yourself into the direction which Jesus there points out to

you in which you are to follow after him. Take the Bible School
lesson for next Sunday. You are not prepared to teach it when you
have all the information that is possible to get about the lesson; there
is something else to be done. If you are to amount to anything as a
teacher you must have an impulse yourself and a power to give im-
pulses; the work of the Spirit in you which can be imparted to

others, not simply on an intellectual apprehension of the truth, but
when the intellectual has been warmed and made to glow and made
energetic and forceful. When the wood that has been placed in

order by the power of the intellect has fire come down upon it, then
there is power to be transferred. So when you have studied your
lesson to the utmost and have gotten all the truth, then you should
take the second step in devotional study, put that truth in a place

where the affections will spring up and surround the truth; and then,

when the truth has been made to glow and move you powerfully in a

consecration, in a service, you have something with which to go be-

fore your class.

This morning we will take a single verse of the Scripture for our
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use, Philippians 3:12. Let us read it together: ''That I may appre-

hend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus." Now,
instead of "'apprehend," which is a hard and technical term, let us

substitute the common words lay hold on. In this expression "I am
apprehended," the form of the verb is one which denotes apast action

continuing into the present, so the proper force of it would be "1 was
and am laid hold on." Paul says: "I was a persecutor and a blas-

phemer, I raged like a wild beast against Christians, I persecuted

them to strange cities; I was on my way to Damascus with authority

and commission from the High Priest to bring any of that order

whom I might find there bound unto Jerusalem, and on the way to

Damascus 1 ivas laid hold on by Christ Jesus." John Newton says:

"I was a blasphemer, I was a slave trader, I was captain of a slave

ship, I was sunken in unutterable villainies, but I was laidhold on by
Christ Jesus." John Banyan says: "I was the cursing tinker of

Bedford, I was a drunkard, I was a loss to myself and to the world,

but I ivas laid hold on by Christ Jesus." A friend of mine had a

dream one night, and in his dream he saw before him a great coil of

rope, each coil tagged with promises to one who like him was out of

Christ. He saw the coil begin to unwind and go up out of sight

with the exceeding great and precious promises, until there was only

one coil left, and on that coil was written: "Him that cometh unto
me I will in no wise cast out," and just as it was getting out of sight

he clutched it and awoke, and it was a dream! but Jesus Christ laid

hold on him by that dream! Wonderfully varied are these experi-

ences; as different as are men, so differently has Jesus laid hold of

men. "I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus," in my conditions differ-

ent from every other man, in my relation to him not just like that

of any other man, in a particular way and not just like the way he
reached anybody else; but this is the great fact that stands for my
past, "I luas laid hold on by Christ Jesus." Were you? Is that your
past? Is that what you say in your spiritual autobiography? This
Scripture tells Paul's j^ast; it tells Newton's past; it tells Bunyan's
past; it tells the past of a great multitude; does it tell your past?

Well, if that is my past, what then?

"Jesus sought me when a stranger,

Wandering from the fold of God."

What then? What shall I do? What shall I bring him? What
emotion of my soul shall spring up around this sense of my past that

now is formed before me? What shall I do? Tell me, what will you
do?

"Praise, my soul, the Lord who sought thee!"

What else? What else besides praise ? What else shall spring
up around your perception of this truth, "I was laid hold on by
Christ Jesus"? I will love him! He redeemed me, I will praise and
love him! The highest emotions and affections of the soul spring
up around this apprehension of the past.

But something more? "Iwas laid hold on by Christ Jesus," that
is my past; "I am laid hold on by Christ Jesus," that is my present.

If I am a Christian at all to-day it is not because of any steadfastness

in me but because "I am laid hold on by Christ Jesus." I heard a
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young man say years ago in a prayer meeting in Chicago: "My
friends, the Lord Jesus Christ has got a mighty good hold of me."
In Boston, in the Brom field Avenue church, at the noon prayer meet-
ing, a man told about a "new three years " that was his. He was
living in the midst of a new world, and he said, "I know I have not

.

been doing this myself, 1 Tcnoio wTio has been putting me up to it."

Yes, beloved, if you and I are standing faithful to-day we know who
has been putting us up to it.

Eight in the heart of this verse are the two words "for which"

—

"for which I was laid hold on, for which I am laid hold on." When
Jesus Christ laid hold of Saul of Tarsus he laid hold on him for some-
thing. When Jesus Christ laid hold on John Kewton he laid hold
on him for something. When Jesus Christ laid hold on John Bun-
yan he laid hold on him for something; when Jesus Christ laid hold
on me he laid hold on me for something. When Jesus Christ laid

hold on you he laid hold on you for something.
For what was it he laid hold on Saul? First, he was laid' hold on

for rescue, there is no doubt about that. This chief of sinners was
laid hold on that he might be plucked out of that old life, taken
away from those conditions of antagonism to Jesus and his cause,

and placed in a divine discipleship. Saul of Tarsus was laid hold on
for rescue. These other men of whom we have spoken were laid hold
on to be elevated out of their sins, to be rescued from the pit, and I

make bold to say that he first lays hold on us for rescue. If you
have not any rescue in your spiritual experience there is something
the matter; there is a lot of the New Testament that wont fit you.
I don't know how you are going to get along in heaven. Sarah Smi-
ley, whom many of you know as a devoted teacher of the Word, was
talking with a cold, literary friend, whose life was beautiful, whose
admiration for Jesus and his precepts was very real, and this friend
said to Sarah, "Now, I admire Jesus, I think that Jesus was the
noblest person who ever lived in the world; I think his teachings
were perfect, and I have a great ambition to observe them; now, why
is not my religion just as good as yours?" And Sarah said, "I
turned to the Book of Revelation and opened to the place where the
angels and arch-angels are casting their crowns before and giving
their praises unto the Lamb that is in the midst of the throne, the
Lamb that was slain, and I said to her, ' When I get to heaven if I

have any crown at all that is just what I shall want to do, go and
put it down at the feet of Jesus who was crucified; that is what my
religion makes me want to do; but your religion makes you want to

wear your crown." " If there is no rescue in our lives, if we have
not been saved from something, I don't know what the Lamb there
all glorious can mean to us in eternity.

Second. Saul was laid hold on for service. God had a great work
to be begun in the world. The Christian religion was to be carried

to the Gentiles, somebody must head this new movement and there
was not a man in the world who could head it. Peter, James and
John and the rest of them were not fit for that. God had to take
some one and make him all over that there might be a man in the
world who was fit to lead in this movement; and when he laid hold
of Saul of Tarsus and made him over it was because he had some-
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thing for him to do. He was laid hold on for service. Now, I want
you to lay it in your hearts that if the story of your past is, " I was
laid hold on by Jesus Christ," just so surely as you were laid hold on
for rescue, just so surely were you laid hold on for service.

Third. The ultimate thing for which Christ has laid hold on
anybody is that he might present him faultless before the presence of

the divine glory with exceeding" joy." That is one of the most won-
derful verses in the Bible. I should not have been surprised if it had
been written there that the Lord Jesus Christ would present us be-

fore the Father's throne, and say, "Father, I have done the best I

could with them; you know how poor the material was, what little

could possibly be made out of these folks; I am not altogether

ashamed of them considering the circumstances." Why, if it was
only said that the Lord was able to do that, I should think it won-
derful that he was able to do as much as that; but it is said that he
is able to take us and fashion us into his likeness so that he can pre-

sent us faultless before the glory of the Father with triumphant joy

and to say, ''This is what I have accomplished !

!

" For this, beloved,

you are laid hold on by Christ Jesus the Lord; not in an imaginary
kind of a way but actually to he like the Lord.

"I was laid hold on by Christ Jesus, for rescue, for service, for

likeness. Bless the Lord, 0, my soul, and all that is within me bless

his holy name; bless the Lord, 0, my soul, and forget not all his ben-

efits, who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases,

who redeemeth thy life from destruction, who crowneth thee with
loving-kindness and tender mercy."

My past is "1 was laid hold on by Christ Jesus," my present is,

"I am laid hold on by Christ Jesus;" and, now, my future, "That I
may lay hold on that for which also I was and am laid hold on by
Christ Jesus." Now, with the truth perceived, with my affections

aglow, I am called to take an attitude of my own, I am called to

move in a purpose that shall harmonize with this affection that glows,

a purpose of mind which by God's help shall color all my future;

that is "to lay hold on myself that for which also I was and am laid

hold on by Christ Jesus;" to satisfy his expectation, to answer his

ideal.

(1.) To lay hold on rescue, what is that but to be achieving daily

victory over sin from which he has rescued me? ''Likewise, beloved,

ye yourselves, dead unto sin but alive unto God through Christ Jesus

our Lord." He has rescued me, I am not in chains any more, sin

hath no more dominion over me; I forswear allegiance to it. I deny
any claim of its power over me, and I keep on such denial, and I

lay hold on, I keep hold on that rescue for the sake of which I have
been laid hold on by him.

(2.) Now our meditation touches the purpose for which we are

gathered here to-day. "I am laid hold on by Christ Jesus for ser-

vice," for a particular service; just as he laid hold on Saul that he
might go out among the Gentiles yonder, so he has laid hold on you
that you may have charge of the Primary Department, that you may
teach the least of these, that you may impress him upon hearts who
need him as Saviour, Brother and Friend. He has called you to

teach a class of boys, he has called you to teach a class of girls, he
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has laid hold on you to lead the Bible class or to be a superintendent,
or a secretary, or a county officer;—everyone here was and is laid

hold on by Christ Jesus for some special and particular service and
we are spending these hours here specifically in order that we may
ourselves lay hold on that for which also we were and are laid hold
on by Christ Jesus. Now, how shall we do it? First, let our souls

move that way. Under the impulse of the truth before us, "1 was
and am laid hold on by Christ Jesus'' for service, for this service, let

all the soul within us move out that way, I want ! I want ! ! I want ! ! !

with a desire that cries "I lay hold on the service for which also

Christ Jesus laid hold on me." There is someone else who wants it

more than you do. The Lord who laid hold on you cares more about
it than you can possibly care. I heard old Dr. Goodell say when he
came back after more than thirty years missionary service at Constan-
stinople, "Thirty years ago, when I was a student in the seminary,
the Lord Jesus Christ said, 'William, let us go to Turkey and preach
the Grospel,' and we went and we have been there these thirty years;''

and his testimony was that all through those thirty years Jesus Christ
had been more interested in the gospel in Turkey than he, and all

the interest he had was only the reflection of the interest of Jesus
Christ, realized in him. Will you take this in and believe that the
Master, Jesus Christ, who laid hold on you, for this very service, is

more interested in the service and in your efficiency in it than you by
any possibility can be? And will you lay hold on this also, that

Jesus, because he is interested, has sent here his Holy Spirit to work
along the lines of your working, to think along the lines of your
thinking, to feel along the lines of your feeling, to make vigorous
every thought? Will you just open as wide as you can every door,

every avenue of your soul, that he who cares more about your fitness

for the service than you can may have his ivay in you during this

convention, so that the future so far as this particular point is con-
cerned, may be realized with you that "1 am laid hold on, that I

may lay hold on that for which also I am laid hold on by Christ
Jesus?"

"I am thine, 0, Lord," was sung, and W. B. Jacobs offered

prayer.

B. F. Jacobs: I move that a committee of five on nominations

of officers for this convention be appointed and that said committee

be appointed from the floor, representing different parts of the state.

This motion was seconded and carried.

The following gentlemen were appointed on said Committee:

Rev. C B. Safford, Iroquois County ; P . P. Laughlin, Macon
County; K. S. Buck, Lake County; H. M. Ferguson, Bond County;
Eb. Spink, Cass County.
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THE NEEDS OF THE FIELD.

W. C. PEARCE.

I. Complete Organization. This is the steel railed track upon
which all the work of our Association runs. Splendid plans may be
devised and excellent methods discovered, but they cannot be trans-

ported into the unorganized portions of onr field. Not long since I

attended a county, convention with good audience, good program
and considerable enthusiasm, but less than half the townships were
represented and the influence of the convention consequently limited.

In another county, I found a wide-awake superintendent who didn't

know who the county officers were. In another, a splendid worker
who had never heard of the Home Department. In some counties

our Institutes are poorly attended. In others the finances are neg-
lected. Almost all of these and similar cases of ignorance and weak-
ness can be attributed to incomplete and insufficient organization.

Nearly every one of onr counties have townships that are difficult

to organize. Some of these are townships containing a number of

schools, and many workers. Frequently it is the largest city in the

county ; other interests crowd upon them, and they find little time
for Sunday-school Association work. This should not be, for we
need the strength which they can bring and they need us. Some-
times in these very localities we find some of the poorest work, that is

being done in any part of the state. A little railroad in a certain part

of our state, either because of mismanagement or misfortune, came
into general disrepute. Many were the jests invented at its expense.

In some places the track was quite crooked, and the worst thing that

I ever heard reported of it was that when they were building it they
came to a big stump, and instead of digging it out built the track

around it. Let the Illinois Sunday-school workers cease going
around the big stumps. Then there are other townships where there

are no schools. Many of our workers seem to think it impossible and
useless to even attempt an organization. The first railroads

were built between cities, but later railroad ingenuity and industry
pushed out across the almost unbroken west, and laid the iron

tracks along which was borne the energy and labor that built

cities. Efficient organization is often the means of establishing

schools.

One thing is quite certain. We can never complete or improve our
organization by mere correspondence or by putting an organization

on paper at the county convention. It can only be accomplished at

an expense of personal visitation. The field glass or the surveyors'

compass cannot do the work of the shovel, scraper and plow.

II. Consecrated Leaders. No nobler band of heroes trod the
earth than the Sunday-school officials of the State of Illinois.

Their faithfulness is encouragement, and their fellowship a benedic-
tion to all who are associated with them. Without thought of re-

muneration, they give time, thought, labor and money, that the

Sunday-school work of Illinois may become what it should be.

And yet we must admit that there are portions of our field that
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greatly need leaders. The Sunday-school laity generally seem hun-
gry for better things—and are ready to be led onward. They wait to

be guided. Their cry seems to be—Give us leaders who love the

work and we will follow. They know that love knows no difficulties

and never wearies of service. It transforms duty into privilege. Love
makes no excuses, but is willing to try. Love sees the good and not the

distance. Love is not self seeking but gives self. Elisha would have
sent Gehazi but the Shunamite woman fell at his feet and said,

''Man of God, I want thee." The hosts of children and young people

of Illinois are at our feet and looking up iuto our faces and asking
that we give ourselves to them and to the work. Nothing less will

inspire their confidence, but this granted and they will follow.

Five years ago I visited a county that had one of the weakest organi-

zations of our state. There practically seemed to be little interest and
no co-operation. At that time they chose a man for county president

who knows how to give himself to the work. The improvement has
been both steady and rapid, until to-day it is one of the foremost
counties of the state. The workers there recognize not in him a self

seeking but a self-giving spirit, and are ready to follow.

III. Careful Planning. God has always honored a careful prep-

aration. He is just as willing to guide us in our plans as in our
work. Much of the failure in Christian work could be traced to a

half appreciation of this truth. It would be impossible for us to lay

down a stereotyped plan that would fit the needs of each county. No
two counties are exactly alike. However a few general suggestions

might be timely. 1. Know your field. Make a map that will show
the location of each school. Secure all the information possible

about each individual school. The statistical reports sent to county
secretaries are not sufficient. Instruct the township presidents in re-

gard to their visitation. Furnish them blanks for reports on such
items as to whether they use Normal Drills, Blackboard Reviews or

Loyal Army Methods; whether they have Teachers Meetings, Normal
Classes, or Home Department, and whether they are provided
with blackboard, outline maps, lesson pictures, library, etc. etc.

Tabulate all this information and study it until you know the field.

2. Know the workers. In your visitation from township to town-
ship study to know the special ability of each worker. A little blank
book carried to jot down their names and addresses, will become invalu-

able to the worker who tries it. Seek not only to know that which is

apparent, but to discover that which is latent and undeveloped.
When the field and the workers are known then plans can be intel-

ligently made. Omit not a single detail. Statistics, finances, conven-
tions, institutes, organization and visitation should be carefully con-

sidered. The county convention is a splendid place to reveal the

needs of a county, and therefore the county executive committee
should meet soon after its close and plan the work for the year.

Again in the spring a Conference should be called to devise and com-
plete the plans.

After the plans are made each county and township officer should
be given definite direction as to his part in the execution of these

plans. This work should be left to one person and usually to the coun-
ty president. , In the erection of a building where many workmen are
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employed it is absolutely necessary to have a supervising architect.

Otherwise even though each workman be capable and willing, the sym-
metry of the building would be destroyed and its completion hin-

dered if not prevented.

IV. Stayidard of Excellence. Many of our counties need to keep
more constantly in mind and before the workers what is required to

constitute a Banner county. And in addition to establish a stand-

ard for Banner townships. Not that to become a Banner county
or Banner township should ever be substituted for the real object of

our work. But definiteness of purpose always gives direction and
zest to our work. I believe no one thing would help the work in

Illinois more than the universal and practical adoption of the Ban-
ner township idea. It would rid us of shambling rambling sort of

work from which we are suffering. It would aid our township offi-

cers in getting a clearer conception of their work, and enable them
to co-operate more heartily. 1 only refrain from a further discus-

sion of this need because it is on our program at another time.

V. Singleness of Aim. We need to cease trying to do every-

thing at once. Let us not think of a convention or a year as the

only ones, and try to crowd everything into them. Give to each con-
vention a special feature, and to each year a special work. There is

a power in concentration. A fire can be kindled on the coldest day
by focusing the sun's rays upon a given point. Having selected a

special line of work for the year need not keep us from giving at-

tention to other matters. And yet we should be careful not to be
side-tracked. When I began the study of law my preceptor gave me
a story to read, A lawyer wishing to secure an office boy, advertised

for one. His advertisement was answered by many applications, and
for awhile he was troubled to know how to select from among them.
Finally he seated them and began telling them about a farmer. This
farmer one day on his way to his work, saw a squirrel sitting in a

tree. Stepping back to his house he secured his gun and came out
determined to kill the squirrel for his dinner. Approaching near
enough, he took aim and shot. In his eagerness he had not
noticed a stack of hay. Upon this the burning wadding from
his gun fell and set it on fire. From this another and then another
stack caught until all his hay was burned, then his barn and then
his granaries, and finally his house. Having ended, he paused, and
awaited the comments of the boys. One after another gave expres-

sion to curiosity, suspense and sympathy. Finally one boy who had
seemed to be thinking, said, "did he kill the squirrel?" It is need-
less to add that this boy secured the position.

VI. Spiritual Power. While at Louisville, attending the In-

ternational Field Worker's Conference, my host, who has charge of

the Manual Training School in that city, invited me to visit the
school. In our rounds, we came into a room full of all kinds of

machinery. Belts were stretched in every direction banding together

wheels almost innumerable. As work hours were over, everything
was as quiet as the hush of midnight. While I was examining some
pieces of their work to which he had called my attention, he stepped
to one side and pulled a little lever. At once there was a great

change. Every wheel began to turn and soon a busy hum filled the
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room. I turned and asked what he had done, he simply replied that

he had turned on the power.
As we were just passing over the lessons around Pentecost, it set

me to reflecting. There were the wheels and belts—complete or-

ganization. There were the endowers, supporters and teachers—con-

secrated leaders. There was systematic arrangement of every piece

of machinery—careful planning. There was a model for each piece

of work—standard of excellence. Each machine was to do a

definite work—singleness of aim, and yet all was quiet and motion-
less until the power was turned on. Just so with our Sunday-school
machinery, it is useless until it has received Power from above.

Then I said, Oh that there was a lever which we could pull to set all

the Sunday-school machinery in Illinois in motion. And then I

remembered the words of our Lord—"I wi\l pray the Father and he
shall give you another Comforter"—"The Comforter, which is

the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name." ''But ye

shall receive Power after the Holy Ghost is came upon you." I

placed these words alongside the experience on the day 'of Pentecost
when they "all continued with one accord IK prayee and suppli-
cation" "in one place," "and suddenly there came a sound from
Heaven as of a rushing mighty wind and it filled all the house where
they were sitting." Then I said—There is a lever

—

It is prayer.
May our loving Father teach us to pray.

THE NEEDS OF THE FIELD.

G. W. MILLER.

The past year has been laden with rich blessing, precious service,

and many happy experiences. As everywhere in this great state I

have gone in the name of Jesus Christ, and the Illinois State S. S. As-
sociation, I have found many kind friends to give me hearty Christian

welcome, and extend hands and hearts for service. And I may say as

did the Apostle Paul, "I cease not to give thanks for you, making
mention of you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him."

It has been my privilege to labor in some 43 counties the past

year, several of them the second time. I have attended 32 county
conventions, 75 one day institutes and seven two day institutes, also

some 25 township conventions, besides many conferences and special

evening addresses on Sunday-school occasions.

There are many lines which need great improvement and should

enlist more thoughtful attention, such as a higher grade of program
work in the township convention, better arrangement for dates,

places and workers, with well defined subjects for consideration, and
always a definite object in view to result from these gatherings. We
should enlist successful and practical Sunday-school workers of each
county, and distribute wisely their services in the different portions of

the county. Instead of long prosy addresses, have presented methods
of Sunday-school work which have been tried and proven helpful,

by those who speak. We should plan, work and pray, to make all
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Sunday-school gatherings occasions of intelligent, spiritual and prac-

tical character, that thoughtful people may be attracted, and may be

profited, and the work placed upon a higher plane. I firmly believe,

however, that other than personal piety, there is no need, so imj)era-

tive, and so generally lacking as thorough Bible Study. This is fun-

damental, and nothing whatever can be substituted for it; indeed it

is the one absolute condition for effective Christian service which
affords opportunity for the Holy Spirit to operate mightily through
us in the use of His chosen instrument, the Word of God.

Ignorance of God's Word, and its skillful use, robs us of one of the

most potent agencies for power in Christian service, in saving the

lost, helping the weak, edifying the saints, and exalting the plan of

salvation.

Our 93,000 officers and teachers who have the saving and training

of some 700,000 pupils in our own State of Illinois, should be
thoroughly aroused to the absolute necessity of better Bible study
which will lead to a broader knowledge of the plan of salvation, a

keener sense of the enormity of sin, and its terrible results.

We need a well defined plan of Bible study, persistently, prayer-

fully and systematically pursued, in the face of obstacles, with a fixed

determination by the help of the Holy Spirit to overcome all difficul-

ties. But before this we must have a sincere desire to know more of

God, and his will concerning us; as babes we must desire the sincere

milk of the Word that we may grow thereby in piety, strength of

purpose and efficiency, until our lives are conformed to his will, and
our hearts transformed into his likeness.

Who can measure the power and influence of a soul in commun-
ion with the Author of the Scriptures, to whom, through its sacred

pages the Divine mind is revealed, until by the gift of the Holy
Spirit, we see him face to face and behold his glory as of the only
begotten of the Father. To be a prayerful, constant student of the

Word, under the guidance of its truest interpreter and author, the

Holy Spirit, is to become surcharged with a holy fire before which the

gates of hell will tremble, and all the force of evil will flee. Let us

seek to use this Sword as did our great Leader, and we will have vic-

tory in winning souls, and building them up in the most holy faith.

Such workmen will be the joy and comfort of the church, and every-

where extend its borders, as did Peter, Stephen, Philip and the great

Apostle Paul, who with wonderful skill and power wielded the mighty
sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.

In Bible study we need mental, physical and spiritual application,

at times most severe, if we would avail ourselves of the beauty and
wealth that God's Word contains. But you may inquire how we can
become better Bible students and how the church can reach a higher
standard in Bible knowledge. I offer the following suggestions from
my own personal experience:

WHAT IS NEEDED.

1. A deep conviction of the absolute necessity for better Bible
study, shared by both the ministry and laity.

2. A positive demand within the church for a higher standard of

Scriptural knowledge for Christian service.
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3. A well defined course of^Bible study to be pursued in every
church for the mental and spiritual training of its workmen, though
few attend.

4. A leader imbued with a Christ-like spirit, believing his work
to be of God.

5. That the class following this course of study be as regular in

its sessions, and as thorough in its work as any other means of grace
within the church.

WHAT WILL IT COST?

1. Personal consecration.

2. Sacrifice of time, money and effort.

3. Faithfulness in study and devotion.
4. Methodical use of time and means.
5. Faithfulness, perseverance, determination.
Remember "Bible Study is neither for recreation, nor intellectual

improvement, but for increase of personal piety and greater useful-

ness."

Are we doing our duty, and living up to our privileges in our
churches? Are we seeking to encourage, stimulate, and direct along
the lines of better Bible Study? Who can measure the results which
would follow loyalty to God, in the careful study of his Word, and
the leading of others into greater spheres of research, until all Sun-
day-school workers know and use the Sword of the Spirit for the
glory of God and the upbuilding of His church.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME.
HON. B. F. WINKLER, MAYOR OF BELLEVIIiLE.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: I am glad to see so

many happy faces here; I know that you are doing a commendable
work. I was a Sunday scholar once upon a time. I had the proud
distinction of being one of six that never missed a Sunday an entire

year. I remember well, one Sunday we had about given up going. It

was snowing, and when it was time to go the snow was knee deep.

We started and there was a distance of about six hundred yards to

the school house where there was no path broken at all and I said to

brother, "1 will carry sister and you break the way!" So we got
there, and there were six in that Sunday-school that afternoon. We
each got a little yellow ticket and went home happy. That was a

German M. E. Church Sunday-school. The little good that is in

me I attribute to the Sunday-school, partially at least—I am not very
good but what little there is I lay it to the Sunday- school. I remem-
ber when quite a boy we used to go out to brother West^s; he had an
orchard at the end of town and he had some beautiful apples there.

I remember climbing up there and picking an armful, I was going to

have a feast. Of course I was a boy all over, and a little bit mis-

chievous. I began to think, ''What would your Sunday-school
teacher think if she saw you here?" Well, I bade farewell to the
apples.

I welcome you to the City of Belleville; I extend to you the free-

dom of the town and I hope you will carry nothing away with you
but kind feelings towards our people.



Illinois State Sunday School Convention. 17

RESPONSE TO ADDRESS OF WELCOME.

President Willis: It had not occurred to me that I would be
expected to say anything in resi^onse to this address. I will say in re-

sponse to his words of greeting that we are thankful to the good peo-

ple of Belleville for their invitation to hold our convention here and
for their proffered hospitality. We want to leave with them as much
of good as we can. I am sure that onr meeting here will be profita-

ble and that we shall carry away with us many pleasant memories of

our meeting in Belleville.

The Committee placed in nomination for the Presidency of the

Convention the Rev. H. E. Fuller, pastor of the Baptist Church of

Belleville.

The gentleman was elected by acclamation, and was escorted to

the platform by Mr. W. B. Jacobs.

Mr, Willis: I wish to say to you, Dr. Fuller, that the Sunday-
school people of Illinois are just about the best people in the world,

and I feel that you are perfectly safe in their hands. I now take

pleasure in committing you to the tender mercies of the members of

this Convention.

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT ELECT.
REV. n. E. FULLER.

Brethren of the Convention: It has been my motto since I

was a school-boy never to push myself forward into a place where I

do not belong. At the same time it has been my motto when I hear

a voice saying, "Come and occupy this place," and I am convinced
it is the finger of Providence, to get there as quick as I can, and do
as well as I can, and trust in the Lord as much as I can. On that

account I am here and shall endeavor to fill this position to the best

of my ability. I am here also because I believe in the work. If my
heart and soul were not in the Sunday-school work of the Illinois

State Convention I would not occupy this place. But I am interested

in it and my heart is in it, and whatever I can do to render service

to this large and influential body of Christian workers I will do it

heartily as unto the Lord.

Prof. Excell was introduced to the Convention at this point, and

was accorded an enthusiastic reception.

Mr. B. F. Jacobs: Will you suffer a word ? Our greatest oppor-
tunity for doing good here will be with those with whom we meet.

When the Holy Spirit goes into a building he goes in in the person of
some believer; He has no other way of entering a building. He is

not an iilfluence like the atmosphere or the sun-light. If Jesus
Christ goes into a home in Belleville to-day with a delegate He will go
in the delegate. This is our opportunity to do good, in Jesus Christ's

dear name! What a wonderful thing it would be to have Christ him-
self a guest in some house in Belleville ! A little girl once said to
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me, " Won't you ask Him to come to our house? " Well, that is just

what He is willing to do. Will you take Him? and go into the home
where yon are sent in His name? Let us try to be like him. Let us

be natural, easy about it, but prayerful, loving and kind. Speak to

the boys and girls whom you meet in the street. A young man
stepped up to me as I came into the hall from the car, and said ''Are

you a delegate? Let me take your bag!" I thought a minute, I

said, "He is a little like Jesus Christ; that is what the Savior did for

me; said He, 'Let me take your burden, I will carry it for you.'
"

Another one stepped up to me and said, ''I will show you the way."
That is the way Jesus Christ did, he said, "Look at me, follow me!"
The Apostle Peter says, "He has left us an example that we should
follow his steps," and I think we should put our feet right into the

place where he stepped and walk along. And, brethren, let us be

persuaded that the Spirit of God is here. We need not to invite

Him, but let us ask Him to help us receive of His fullness that we
may have his blessing. He is gracious unto us. My heart thrills

with gladness as I look into your faces. Remember the continued
mercies of God and the wonderful kindness of Jesus Christ, and let

us seek here the greatest blessing of our lives."

"I can hear my Saviour calling," was sung, and the benediction

pronounced by Dr. Merrill.

FIRST DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION

An inspiring song service was conducted by Prof. Excell, com-

mencing at 2 o'clock and continuing thirty minutes.

Prayer was offered by William Randolph of Missouri.

B. F. Jacobs announced as a resjoonsive reading lesson the first

sixteen verses of the 2d chapter of Philippians.

Prof. Excell sang the solo entitled "Somewhere the sun is shin-

ing."

W. B. Jacobs, the General Secretary, read his report, as follows :

REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY.
W. B. JACOBS.

To THE Thirty-ninth Illinois State S. S. Convention :

It is the duty of your General Secretary throughout the entire

year to stand as a Watchman on the Walls of Zion, with ear and mind
and heart alert, to note the condition and needs of the Sabbath School
Work in Illinois, and under direction of our Executive Committee to

plan as best we can to meet those needs. And once each year, with
other officers of this Association, it is my privilege to look into your
faces and as briefly as possible to tell you of our Field and our Work,
of the things which discourage the heart, and of those which bring
comfort and joy and hope. I must help you to see and feel that we
have great and pressing needs, thus to enlist your sympathy and
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prayers and earnest effort. I must reveal to you the oceasions of

hope and cheer and joy, that with new courage you may enter upon

the labors and sacrifices of another year.

First of all, then, let me say our discouragements do not lie in

particular sections or counties or townships of our State. I cannot

point in certain directions and say: "There are our weak spots; if

we can occupy that, and that, and that township or county, all will

be well."" No, brethren, the difficulty lies much deeper than this, it

has little to do with geographical lines, with counties or townships,

or school districts, or neighborhoods; the story of our need was told

thousands of years ago, when "holy men of God spake as they were

moved by the Holy Ghost"; it was repeated with startling emphasis,

when on Calvary's cross the Lord of Glory gave His life for_ the re-

demption of man; the one great hindrance to all effort—divine as

well as human—for the good of men, is the si7ifulness and selfishness

of the human heart, the blindness and ignoraiice of the human mind.

On the other hand, all our comfort and cheer, our joy and hope,

arefrom the Lord. He it is who sheds light on our pathway; He it is

who whispers in time of discouragement, "Fear not! for I am with

you;" "I will never fail thee nor forsake thee;" "One of you shall

chase a thousand, and two shall put ten thousand to flight." He it

is who raises up in our midst men of faith and courage who, like

Caleb and Joshua of old, revive our drooping faith by saying, "We
be well able to go up against them; the Lord is with us, fear them
not!"

Should I point you to a county in "the banner list," and say, "Look
at this, do thou likewise," I am not at all certain that their banner

shall not trail in the dust before another year (seventeen of those re-

ported as banner counties last year are not among the number this

year.) Should I point you to this or that successful worker and say,

"Follow him, and achieve victory," I am not sure that he will "be

steadfast and unmovable" until your faith is established. But when
we turn our eyes upon Jesus Christ our Great Leader, we behold one

who is "true and faithful," "the same yesterday and today and for-

ever."

So, brethren, like Jonathan when he went to meet David, I desire

to strengthen your hearts in God, and to testify that through all the

months and amidst all the duties and discouragements of the past

year, He has been our stay and comfort, our Guide and Friend. To
Him I have taken every trial and burden, and in Him I have found

peace. His guidance has been sought continually and followed im-

plicitly, and He has brought us into a large place. My report, given

below, shows a gain in schools and membership, and gives encourag-

ing statistics in other particulars. The conventions held show com-
mendable activity on the part of county and township officers, and

while some have become "discouraged because of the way," others

have made notable advance, and many more have "continued faith-

ful," honoring God and helping their fellows.

The Normal Institutes, conducted by Brothers Pearce and Miller,

have revealed a true hunger for better methods of Sunday-school

work and better knowledge of the Word of God, and through the

influence of these meetings new and efficient leaders are being raised
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up of God. Particulars regarding this work, also of the organization

of Normal Classes, will doubtless be given in the Reports of our
Executive Committee and our Normal Superintendent.

The Home Department is ''going and growing" in our State, and
accomplishing much good, but statistics are meager. Our neiu Uanhs
which will be used the coming year have a space for reporting this

work, and we hojoe next year to furnish a fairly good report of this

important department of Sunday-school work.
Tlie Loyal Armyplan is helj)ing greatly toward securing faithful-

ness in Sunday, school duties—attendance, lesson study and regular

offerings—on the part of all. Its greatest drawback is the unwilling-

ness of teachers to keep a record of the scholars'' faithfulness. But
it has accomplished wonders wherever given a fair trial. Thousands
of diplomas were issued last year in Illinois, and a number of other
States have adopted the plan wholly or in part.

My Statistical Report for the past year is as follows :

Reports. Fresh reports have been received from 95 counties; of

which, however, ten ( marked thus *
) are incomplete in one or

more particulars. From seven counties (marked thus f ) no report has
been received since our last Annual Convention.

Schools. The number of schools reported this year is 7,924, an
increase of 91 since my last report. Forty-one counties report a gain
of 176 schools, 24 report a loss of 85 schools. Thirty-seven report
neither gain nor loss. The largest gains are in Cook, 28, Sangamon,
17, Peoria, 13, Fulton, 11, Wayne, 9, DeKalb and Clay each 8, and
Pope 7. Hamilton reports a loss of 16 schools, Shelby 9, and
Union 9.

Membership. Our membership this year is 789,481, a gain of

15,132 over last year. The number of officers and teachers is 93,678;
of scholars 695,803. Fifty-four counties show again of 23,755, twen-
ty-seven counties a loss of 8,623. Thirteen counties report a gain of

over 500 each as follows: Cook 6,749, Fulton 1,773, Clay 1,199,

Jackson 1,153, Sangamon 1,019, Livingston 1,112, Peoria 933, Frank-
lin 682, De Kalb 592, Tazewell 586, Wayne 582, Lake 556, Pike 529.

Six counties show a loss of over 500, viz,—Union 1,677, Washington
1,228, Menard 702, Hamilton 638, Iroquois 634, Shelby 578.

Additions to the Church from Sunday-schools are reported
from 94 counties, the number being 26,915.

Benevolent Contributions are reported from 91 counties,

amounting to $74,828.07.
Teachers' Meetings. The number reported is 1,270, an in-

crease of 44 over previous year.

Conventions have been held in every county but one during the
past year. Kankakee County has held two conventions; Will Coun-
ty convention will be held in a few weeks. The total number re-

ported is as follows: 102 county conventions; 1446 townshij) con-

ventions.

Banner Counties. The number is 28, as follows: DeKalb, Mc-
Henry, Winnebago, Knox, Mercer, Ford, Kankakee, Livingston, Mc-
Lean, Tazewell, McDonough, Pike, Schuyler, Morgan, Christian,

Sangamon, De Witt, Moultrie, Champaign, Coles, Cumberland, Law-
rence, Marion, Franklin, Jackson, Perry, Gallatin and Pulaski.
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Seventeen counties which were on the banner list last year are not on
it this year. Six counties are enrolled on this year's list which were
not reported one year ago.

Eecapitulation by Distkicts. New reports have been received

from every county in the Third, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth,Tenth,
Eleventh, Twelfth, Thirteenth, Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Sev-

enteenth, Eighteenth and Nineteenth Districts. Thirteen districts

show a gain in schools: The largest gains are 24 in the First District,

25 in the Seventh, 21 in Eleventh, 9 in Second, 8 in Seventeenth.

Seven Districts report a loss in the number of schools. Thirteen Dis-

tricts show a gain in membership. The largest gains are 7,457 in the

First District, 3,172 in Seventh, 2,112 in Seventeenth, 1,765 in Fif-

teenth. Seven Districts report a loss in membership. The largest

losses are 1,675 in the Twentieth, 838 'in the Sixteenth, 752 in the

Twelfth.
Seven Districts report more township conventions than there are

townships in the counties, viz,—the Second, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth,
Eleventh, Twelfth, Thirteenth, Fifteenth.

The Banner counties by Districts are as follows:—3 in the Second
District, 2 in Fourth, 4 in Sixth, 1 in Seventh, 1 in Eighth, 2 in

Ninth, 1 in Tenth, 2 in Eleventh, 2 in Twelfth,, 3 in Thirteenth, 2

in Fifteenth, 3 in Seventeenth, 1 in Nineteenth, 1 in the Twentieth.
Reteospect and Pkospect. The figures given above do not, by

any means, indicate the growth and improvement of our work. Our
advance has been along lines which do not appear in a statistical re-

port. Better conventions, a larger number of Normal Institutes and
greater interest in them, more intelligent and conscientious work by
county and township officers, more schools adopting the Home De-
partment, the Loyal Army Plan, Normal Study, and other improved
methods, without losing sight of the supreme object of our work

—

the bringing of Christ into the hearts and lives of our scholars.

These afford a convincing evidence that the Sunday-school Army in

Illinois is at the front and marching forward. Vet with all these en-

couragements, these tokens of good, we praise not ourselves, nor
make claim that Illinois is a model State in Sunday-school work; our
weakness is too apparent for that. But with thankful and joyful

hearts we praise our gracious God, who through another year has led

us on, kept us in the way, overruled our mistakes and abundantly
blessed our efforts. His guidance, and love, and faithfulness have
plainly shown that He considers this work His own, and these work-
ers as His servants, ''separated unto His work," guided by His Spirit,

accomplishing great good because He works in, and through, and for

us.

And what of the future ? A continually brightening path, increase

of grace and power, more tokens of His loving presence, greater suc-

cess in winning to Him and training for Him the precious lives com-
mitted to our hands. Our God is with us. He will not fail us. Let
us arise and possess this Land for Him !
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RECAPITULATION BY DISTRICTS.

1
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made, some of which have been amply redeemed. The Superintend-

ent of normal work has been such ex-officio rather than in fact. His
appointment to the International Staff, and his continued engage-

ments in other States, has withdrawn his personal supervision from
the State normal field, so far as holding Institutes and directly stim-

ulating the movement by putting himself in contact with the work-
ers and the work. His duties have been restricted to the necessary

office work, in which he has been faithfully and most efficiently aided

by one who has mastered the routine of the department and given no
little time and care to its reports and correspondence. As far as

practicable, prompt replies were made to all inquiries, and everything

that office work could do to advance the department has been fully

performed. Notwithstanding the absence from the field of the Nor-
mal Superintendent, the impulse given by seven years of labor has

maintained the standard of former years, as will appear from a com-
parison of figures between the class of ^97 and its predecessors. The
normal department is doing a great and needed work in the State.

Wisely kept in its proper place as auxiliary to the other important
and urgent aims of the Association, it has proven a help and not a

burden. By constantly urging upon our young j^eople a higher
standard of study and teaching, it is beginning to tell upon the

churches and pastors, and to stir the hearts and consciences of thou-

sands of our Sunday-school workers.

Your attention is called briefly to the following matters:

1. As to our objective. In the beginning of the movement years

ago, the best that could be secured was the union normal class, made
up of volunteers from the several Schools of a community. While
this condition continues, it is no longer the rule but the exception.

The time has come when our normal objective should be a teacher's

training class in every Sunday-school, meeting concurrently with the

regular session of the School, taking part with it in its general exer-

cises, but set apart under the most competent teacher available, dis-

tinctly as the ''training class" of the school, with its own select nor-

mal course in lieu, for the time, of the International lessons. By no
other means can our young people, with their many duties and en-

gagements, be so securely and efficiently reached. What is lost for a

year or two by cessation of full International study will be amply
compensated by the systematic preparation for teaching work.

2. Special attention is called anew to the scope and meaning of

the "Legion of Honor" as a normal movement. It does not mean
the Legion of Honor normal course, but as repeatedly defined from
the platform and in written articles, it is a movement for teacher
training, auxiliary to and under direction of State and County Sun-
day School Associations, and does not concern itself for or in any
way depend upon the use of a particular course of normal study.

From year to year in International and State Conventions, and in

Sunday-school meetings in most of the States, the Superintendent of

Normal Work of the Illinois Association, under whom providentally

this larger interdenominational normal movement began eight years

ago, has consistently defined and urged the movement as one broad
enough to include every Association and all courses of study. Many
times he has been almost rebuked by personal friends for not availing
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himself of his rejDeated opportunities to speak a good word in behalf

of a particular course with which his own name is identified.

But it is literally true that in his International work, outside of

his own State, his words of praise have been invariably spoken of

others and not of his own. If he has cherished one ambition more
than another it has been to bear some humble part in the great work
of elevating the standard of Sunday-school study and teaching, and
not to be an agent for the sale of his own wares. After the Illinois

Association unsolicited had placed stamp of its official favor and
sanction upon the little course prepared to meet the exigencies of his

Illinois field of labor, it was his own motion at Danville that " All

Normal Courses studied by classes in the State should be entitled to

equal honor and recognition at the hands of the Association." Pur-

suant to this, we again urge all County officers to enroll, report and
encourage whatever normal classes maybe organized within their ter-

ritories, and to set clearly before those who are entering upon normal
study that the Legion of Honor badge, diploma. Convention honors

and recognition belong equally and deservedly to every student who
completes a normal course, by whatever name it is called.

3. Many County Normal Superintendents have been appointed,

some of whom have adorned their office and faithfully carried for-

ward the work in their Counties. County Conventions, during the

coming summer and fall months, are urged to select some competent
and zealous person who is in love with the work of the normal de-

partment, and appoint him formally as the County Normal Superin-

tendent. Such officer, by correspondence, by attendance upon town-

ship conventions, by talks with Sunday-schools, teachers, and young
people's societies, especially by teaching normal lessons in illustration

of its meaning and purpose, can do a great work in behalf of com-

munities which thus far the State department has been unable to

reach. Whenever a report of officers elect is made to our General

Secretary, let the name and address of the County Superintendent

of normal work be included in the report. In future years, at State

Conventions, if permitted by our State Executive Committee, a

special normal banner will be presented to the County having the

largest number of graduates for the year preceding, in proportion

to its population.

4. Three months ago, in response to repeated requests of many
workers, and by permission of the last State Convention, a post

graduate course was erected, in which a few have already enrolled.

This course is a much needed supplement to the elementary course

in our State. It comprises the very best books obtainable upon Bible

study, Sunday-school management, and teaching; and every gradu-

ate of our fifteen hundred Alumni should enroll and begin its study.

We reproduce the plan of the course as already published by the

"Trumpet Call":

For first year's study:

Dunning's "Bible Studies."

For second year's study:

Trumbull's "Teaching and Teachers."
For third year's study:

Vincent's " Modern Sunday School."
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Enrollment and Examination.

The same rule will apply to post-graduate enrollment and exami-
nation as with the regular "Legion of Honor" and other elementary
courses.

1. When classes for post-graduate study are organized, the
teacher or leader should at once forward to the State Superintendent
of Normal work the names and addresses of officers and members
of the class, together with date of organization, year of study, and
such other items of interest as may be desirable. But it is expressly

provided that no one shall be enrolled in the post-graduate course
and receive recognition from our State Normal Department, who
does not hold a diploma of the "Legion of Honor*^ or other equiva-

lent elementary course.

2. Individual post-graduate students, where classes cannot be
organized, will be enrolled under the same rule as that applying to

classes.

3. Whenever a class or an individual student is ready to take the

post-graduate examination upon the text-book prescribed for the

year's study, notification should be sent to the State Normal Super-
intendent, who will supply printed examination questions, with in-

structions to the examiner, or the leader of the class, or to the pastor

or superintendent of the individual student. If the required stand-

ard—70 per cent, on a scale of 100 per cent—is attained, the success-

ful students will be fittingly recognized by the State Normal Depart-
ment. The record of classes and of individual students enrolled

will appear from month to month in the Trumpet Call.

Post-Graduate Kecognition.

Upon successful completion of the year's post-graduate study in

the order of books above named, the examinees will be entitled to

seals as follows:

For the first year's study—A red seal.

For the second year's study—A silver seal.

For the third year's study—A gold seal.

In addition to" the seal, a special badge, designating the year of

post-graduate study will be given. As in the case of "Legion of

Honor" graduation, special recognition will also be given at state

conventions and in the state reports.

Post-Graduate Fee.

To cover the expense of printing, seal, badge, enrollment, corres-

pondence, etc., an annual post-graduate fee of twenty -f^ve cents will

be required of those who pass successfully the required examina-
tions.

All normal graduates who desire to enter upon this course of post-

graduate study are urged to provide themselves with the first year's

text book, and at once forward their names for enrollment to the

State Normal Superintendent, Prof. H. M. Hamill, Jacksonville,

Illinois.
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Cost of Text Books.

The text-book for the first year—Dunning's "Bible Studies"

—

may be procured at any denominational publishing house, or of W.
B. Jacobs, 132 La Salle St., Chicago, at 40 cents per copy, cloth

binding. The later books of the course, when needed, if their pres-

ent retail prices are maintained, will cost, for Trumbull's "Teach-
ing and Teachers," $1.00; for Vincent's "Modern Sunday School,"
90 cents.

Mr. John Farson, (Cook County): These reports read in our

hearing by Mr. Jacobs and Prof. Hamill are of an exceedingly high

order. They show on the part of these gentlemen most faithful, in-

telligent and efficient work. I therefore move you, sir, a hearty vote

of thanks to them for these splendid reports.

The motion was duly seconded and nnanimously carried.

''At the Cross" was sung.

Mr. B. F. Jacobs: Mrs. Lamoreaux, who is abont to address

you on "The Prepared Teacher" is the Secretary of the Primary De-

partment of the Illinois State Sunday-school Association, and as such

she is from Illinois and not from Chicago. She lives in Chicago but

belongs to Illinois. She is to have a further opportunity to speak to

yon to-morrow afternoon and I thought you ought to know tvho she

is; what she is you will find out later.

THE PEEPARED TEACHER.

MRS. M. S. LAMOREAUX.

In order to justly estimate the preparation necessary for a Sun-
day-school teacher, we must first understand clearly the nature of his

work. I wish to submit this proposition : The work of a Sunday-
school teacher is two-fold.

1st. To help the children to receive Christ.

2nd. To train them.
Paul sums it up concisely when he says it is his effort to "present

every man perfect in.Christ Jesus"—"in Christ Jesus"—conversion
;

"perfect"—the attained ideal of training.

Will you examine more closely the truth of this proposition ?

Wei'e the work alone to secure the conversion of the children, we
should have spiritual life, but dwarfed, even misshapen or distorted.

Were it training alone we sought, we should have merely a beautiful
corpse, the life fled centuries ago in the Garden of Eden. I grant
you there, a man perfect in his triune life by nature ; I grant you
here, a man thus perfect, but by grace, when God, by His Holy Spirit

through the atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ comes into his heart
an invited guest, and brings with him the long lost spiritual life, thus
restoring the perfect trinity of the nature. If this be not true, why
does God, in speaking of the beginnings of this life, use such words
as, "formed," "renewed," "born," instead of "developed" or "edu-
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cated ?" May I emphasize the dnal work of the teacher : Not after

years of sin, but as soon as the little heart can respond to the love

which takes away the ache from wrong doing, and tills the heart with
joy, the teacher tries to help the child receive Christ, and then he
strives to train him in his threefold nature. "And what God hath
joined together let not man put asunder."

Understanding clearly the nature of his work, will you turn to

the teacher himself ; changing the point of view from the preparation
to the teacher—prepared. I do not wish to present a composite ideal,

but a picture of an actual teacher, as he may be found in hundreds of

our schools.

Since the work is twofold, the teacher has had a twofold prepara-
tion, that of the heart and that of the intellect. The heart prepara-
tion signifies a personal heart knowledge of the life he is striving to

bring to the child. The secret of the power of our Sunday-schools,
despite those numbered in their ranks who would be spurned when
judged by educational standards, lies in this fact of heart prepara-
tion. Paul, than whom no teacher ever lived, keener, more discrim-

inating, more subtle in his methods, attempts no explanation, but
merely says, "For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wis-

dom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to

save them that believe." ''God hath chosen the foolish things of the
world to confound the wise, and God hath chosen the weak things
of the world to confound the things which are mighty, and base
things of the world, and things which are despised hath God chosen,

yea, and things which are not, to bring to naught things that are,

that no flesh should glory in His presence." A sublime paradox in

God's economics.
But the prepared teacher has more than a heart preparation. He

has a prejDared intellect. In order not to savor of theory, I wish to

present two phases of the work done by such a teacher :

1st. In his relation to the children directly.

2nd. In his relation to them through the medium of the lesson.

First—In his relation to the children directly. This relation is

always positive. Never through repression does he deal with children;

but recognizing that activity, physical, intellectual and spiritual, is

the God-given law of growth, he seeks to direct that activity aright.

And it is not the activity of the children he seeks to direct, but that

of the individual child, studied in all his environments, and in him-
self. "Not what I say, but what the child does," is his working creed

for develoi^ment, and this development he seeks to make gi*adual, cor-

responding and natural, in each realm of the child's nature.

To this end he finds a graded primary department divided into

classes, indispensible. The grading is done with the utmost care, age
and attainments being the bases of assignments. By this means each
child not only secures the food he needs, but a definite return can be
made by him to the teacher. This is so planned as never to be forced

—always suitable and progressive.

Second—His work with the children through the lesson. Three
things are sought in each lesson : unity, adaptation and a means for

the child's activity.

First

—

Unity—in the lesson but broader ; a year thought if wise,
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at least a quarter's thought, of which each lesson should be a compo-
nent part. It makes not so much dillerence whether this be the un-

derlying idea of the system or not, the intellectually prepared teach-

er, with keen perception, and clear grasp of truth, can find unity in

the lessons and develop his chosen thought, in its duodecimal light.

This unity in each lesson is not destroyed by a confusing variety of

appliances, or false symbols. One thought, vividly developed, judi-

ciously and temperately illustrated, this thought connected with its

predecessor of last Sunday, preparing the way for its successor of

next Sunday, this is the unity and continuity he seeks.

Second

—

Adaptatmi—Each child is entitled each Sunday to all

the assimilable food his system craves. Whether he go away hungry
or satisfied depends not on the intrinsic quality of tlie truth, for it

comes from the Book pledged to develop a perfect life, but it depends
upon the adaptation of that truth. The prepared teacher does not
place it beyond the child's reach by neglecting a point of contact, he
does not render it distasteful by placing before him the moral, "in-

sufficiently clothed in the habiliments of imagery and human inter-

est," as lir. Hervey has quaintly expressed it. But delicately search-

ing for that place in the child's experience where the new truth may
touch him, he gives not words first, but the thought, portrayed as

vividly as training in word picturing makes possible, upon the plane

of his comprehension, with the heart thought so burned into his own
heart, that unconsciously the child responds to the glow reflected in

every word.
Third

—

Self- activity This has already been mentioned in connec-

tion with the teacher and the child, but it is an essential part of the

lesson. The prepared teacher sets before the child consciously to

himself, it may be unconsciously to the child, an avenue for the ac-

tive expression of the thought of the lesson. He knows full well the

numbing influence, intellectually and spiritually of activity self-ex-

pended, and he makes sure of a medium for the healthy expression of

the activity which he has aroused.

This is but a glimpse into the actual work of our prepared teach-

ers ; it is the conscious goal of all our awakened teachers. In the

name of justice, I ask for the Sunday-school judgment according to

the criterions of other institutions. Not by the cases of meagre de-

velopment, but from the ideal consciously striven towards by the

great army of earnest, longing Sunday-schoolteachers, none deeming
themselves yet to have attained, but all following after, if that they
may apjjrehend that perfect ideal of teaching for which they have
been apprehended by Christ Jesus.

Pres. Fuller: I have the pleasure of introducing to you Mrs.

Bryner, from Chicago, who will address you on "The Teacher's Class

Work."

THE TEACHER'S CLASS WORK.
MRS. MARY F. BRYNER.

Was I a prepared teacher when I began to teach? Were you? I

went into the school because I liked children and could sing a little

bit with them. An elderly lady about sixty years of age had our
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primary department in Peoria, Illinois, and she wanted me to help in

the singing. By and by she left and there I was! Was I a prepared
teacher? But I was a teacher. As I would want my class to get
close to me I thought I would learn from the great Teacher himself
and I must get close to Him, and be prepared by Him altogether,

"Close to Thee, close to Thee,
Close to Thee, close to Thee,
All along my pilgrim journey,
Saviour, let me walk with Thee."

As a teacher there are some things I want to put down on this

board, a synopsis. In the first place we must have a certain kind of

love; then certain things we must study. Then there are some things
we must be, and then something each of us must have; and then
something we must live. I shall only give you suggestions.

What love must we have? Love for God, love for the work, and
love for souls.

What must we study? First study yourself. Try to find out how
you may be like Him. Study yourself; study your scholars and study
the Bible. All the lesson helps cannot take the place of knowing
that Bible.

Then what shall we be? As teachers we must feel that we are a
part of the Sunday-school. We may think our individual class is the
important class. It is to us, but we are a part of the Sunday-school.
We should be punctual in attendance; be in our proper place when
the signal is given to begin. Next to that I would jDut the thought
of being prompt, I mean in doing what the superintendent says;

when it is time for prayer do not mark your class book. Do every-

thing j)romptly according to the signal that is given.

Then be plain and be practical. Be pleasant and be prayerful.

Do you love the Word yourself? Is the Bible to you the best book?
Do you live the Word? What is your life outside of the Sunday-
school? In your teaching do you lead to the Word?

Before yon go to your class have a plan. No man would try to

build a house without a plan. I don't know whose motto it is but I

think it is an excellent one, "Plan your work, work your plan."
Then in your plan be assured you have a purpose. You should know
the scholars in your own class better than any one else knows them.
You have been in their homes, perhaps, and know their daily lives.

Have a purpose in your teaching, and when the lesson hour is over

an impression will be left that will develop in the lives of the schol-

ars an interest and leave an infiuence. (Mrs. Bryner placed on the
board the following:)

/ should have
Love for God. Love for the Work. Love for Souls.

In study I must
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What shall I have?
A Plan. A Purpose. A Point.

What shall I leave?

An Impression. An Interest. An Influence,

Now with the thoughts already spoken of, the unity, adaptation
and activity developed from our Sunday-school work, who will say

that in our International lessons, there is not a unity that we want to

develop. Let us take an incident. We had been studying the lives

of David and Solomon: then there came the Christmas lesson, and
now we are in the Book of Acts. Is there no unity in this? There
was a j)romise made to David that a king should come who shall

rule forever, and that promise came into his heart like a little star of

hope; that little star grew one year, ten years, one hundred years, one
thousand years, and at the end of the thousand years what was that

star? The one that leads to the Christmas lesson. Under the promise
David looked ahead to the time when it was said "Lo, a greater than
Solomon is here!" On the Christmas day what was it the angels

sang? ''Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will to

men.-" That little baby came to bring to this world peace, and when
he went away he left with his helpers peace, "My peace I leave with
you, my peace I give unto you." Did it mean anything? Has there

been any 2)eace going through our lessons in this Book of Acts. In
our first lesson it says, after His peace had been given to them they
went back to Jerusalem and they were all there luith one accord; isn't

that peace? It is not discord. In the next lesson it says, "And
when the day of Pentecost was fully come they were still "with one
accord." There was peace. And in the third lesson they continued
daily "with one accord" in the breaking of bread and in prayer.

Has there been no unity of thought going through those lessons?

Did that peace mean anything to Stephen when they stoned him? He
fell asleep, a peaceful slee^D. Did it mean anything to Peter in prison

when he knew that perhaps on the next day he would be taken out

and executed, and yet he was kept in perfect peace. There has been
a wonderful peace passing through these lessons.

"There comes to my heart one sweet strain,

I sing it again and again
A glad and a joyous refrain,

Sweet peace, the gift of God's love."

We spoke a moment ago of the promise to David. After Jesus

had given them his peace he made them a wew promise, "Yow go
back to Jerusalem and wait for the promise." and then on the day of

Pentecost the promise was fulfilled. What did our next lesson say?

Perhaps these disciples thought it was wonderful tbat this Holy Spirit

should come to them, but it was not alone to them but "Thepromise
is unto you and to your children and to all that are afar off."

After he was parted from them they went back and spent the time

in prayer, and tiirned in prayer ten days before the Day of Pente-

cost. Hasn't there been prayer running through these lessons?

Peter and John went up into the temple "at the hour of prayer."

FsiuVs prayer was, "Lord what wilt thou have me to do." Stephen's

prayer was, "Lord lay not this sin to their charge." Could the dis-

ciples have done the work they did if it was not. for this continuity



34 Illinois State Sunday School Convention.

of thought that has been going through? Can't we tell these scholars

how this peace may belong to them and enter into their lives?

(Mrs. Bryner then gave a brief outline of the lessons on Paul's

Missionary Journey, placing the leading points on the blackboard.

At the conclusion of her address the convention joined with her in

singing one verse of ''I will sing of my Redeemer.")

"Sweet Peace, the gift of God's love," was sung.

The President then introduced Mr. Semelroth, of St. Louis, who

was received with cordial applause, and spoke as follows:

HOW TO PEOMOTE HOME STUDY.

W. J. SEMELROTH.

Home Study of the Sunday-school lessons is but one of a teach-

er's objective points; but it is a vital point, as it is an effectual means
to a greater end.

Putting this subject on a program implies what is not true; it im-

plies that the teachers desire their pupils to study their lessons. Be
not startled ; we are bold to assert that a majority of teachers have
not this desire sufficiently strong to work hard for its accomplish-

ment. This brings us to our first observation. It is as to

1. The Teacher Himself. The teacher needs a clear conception

of the purpose of his work as a teacher, a warm appreciation of its

importance, and an intense desire to accomplish the divine purpose.

Dear teachers, shall we not pause right here, and with heads lowly

bowed, ask ourselves if we really have this burning desire to impart
the Word of God to the saving of our pupils by Christ and their

education for Christ? When our very hearts are thus baptized,

methods come readily and success is never withheld. No good thing

will He withhold. They that seek the Lord shall not want any good
thing.

With the heart right, the next thing is for the teacher to get his

mind right. It must be receptive, and ready to learn from the ex-

perience and successes of others. But it must also be an active and
studious mind.

The teacher is himself the chief factor in the solution of the pro-

blem of securing home study of the lessons, and here is the most
difficult part of the problem. With the mind and heart right, and
a sincere and fixed determination, methods will be developed that will

solve the problem. Then before we proceed, let us solemnly ask our-

selves. Do I desire home study? Am I willing to study and work
hard to secure home study of the lessons from the eternal Word?
May the Holy Spirit lead us, and may He now hear the vow uttered

by the teachers here assembled to work as never before to this end.

We may continue the consideration of the teacher himself as we
present the first one of several methods for securing home study. It

is the

2. Self-Study Method. As a praying teacher will make a pray-

ing class, so will a studious teacher make a studious class. Study be-
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gets study. Eeal study on the part of an individual always enriches

more than the one mind. The reason so many of our scholars do not

study the lessons is because they are not required to; they can keep

up with the teacher.lwho glances over the lesson Saturday night by

likewise glancing over the lesson Sunday morning, perhaps during

the sermon, or just before the class recitation. The instances are

very rare where the pupil is ambitious to go ahead of the teacher.

He who would inspire and lead students must himself be a greater

student, and must spare no pains to keep in the lead. Mera lesson

study will not keep a Bible teacher in advance of his students. When
asked to give three written answers to the question: "Wherein do

Sunday-schoolteachers fail?" your speaker gave as one answer, "In

too much lesson study to the exclusion of Bible study." Do you

catch the hint at a significant fact? The teacher in oi-der to inspire

pupils to study must study the Bible as a whole, familiarize himself

with its parts and their relations to each other, and in everyway pur-

sue a more comprehensive study than may appear essential to the

teaching of a particular lesson. Not only must he pnrsne a normal

or systematic course of Bible study, but one need not say in a con-

vention in this Sunday-school state justly called the "Old Eeliable,"

that if he would get his pupils to study, the teacher must study them
as well as his Bible.

Having thus touched upon the teacher himself as the chief factor

in accomplishing home study, and merely hinted at a line of thought

which every consecrated teacher here will prayerfully think out to

his or her own edification, we are satisfied that all that remains is to

briefly suggest several different methods by which a faithful teacher

may win at least a measure of success in this part of the work. And
of course we must not suggest any other plans than have had more or

less trial by your speaker, or have come under his observation.

In studying methods we will do well to remember what a distin-

guished American educator said from the platform of one of our In-

ternational Conventions: "The word method is too frequently but

another term for rut. And yet there must be method. He who
works without plan and aimlessly will find his results without form
and void, chaotic." He spoke wisely; but we are to remember also

that a plan which may have become a rut to one teacher may be a new
and helpful plan to another teacher. Even a trade of ruts may be

profitable.

In the presentation of several methods, one of them, or a com-
bination of features from several, may prove of service. We have

spoken of the Self-Study Method. We put next the

3. Social MeOiod. This involves the personal, sympathetic life-

touch of the teacher with the life of the scholar, whereby the scholar

is made to realize that the teacher's sole purpose in urging a study of

the lessons is the scholar's good. Visits to the homes of the scholars

will not only contribute to this good feeling, but will serve to bring

the parents into co operation with the teacher to increase the interest

in the study and class work. To invite the scholars to his home now
and then for an evening, where there may be real enjoyment, and
pleasant chats about the class work, will intensify and enliven this

interest. We are not speaking of little children, nor of any baby



36 Illinois State Sunday School Convention.

play; but of the bright boys and girls and young men and young
ladies. None are too old to be more interested by a devoted teacher's

social graces and influence.

4. Supplemental Lesson Method. Brief normal drills, outlines

of books or periods of the Bible, made the subject of a connected
series of supplemental lessons, with from three to five minutes given
to questioning and drill upon them each Sunday, will be found help-

ful in maintaining an unbroken interest in the class work. Of course

these will be selected with reference to the regular course of lessons.

We have found also that even keeping a list of the lessons for three

months ahead, hung up before the class, with frequent reference to

the scope of the lessons for the quarter or six months, has stimulated
and maintained the interest in the progress of the lessons, and there-

by increased the home study.

5. Literary Method. We need to keep before the scholars the

fact of our study being not merely of separate lessons, but of a one
complete divine revelation, and to have the scholars appreciate the

fact that the lessons are but steps of progress in acquiring a famil-

iarity with this revelation. But we hold that there is also a purely
literary side to this study which needs emphasizing or elaborating.

We need in this way to make the Bible real to the scholars, by show-
ing it to be a history of the wonderful centuries past, a portrayal of

the actors in the immortal drama. Some scholars could be interested

in contemporaneous literature and the secular literature of our day
relating to the Bible periods. Everything of this nature that could
be carefully selected should be recommended to the class, and the

teacher should cite particular chapters in books and articles in maga-
zines and papers, and assign individual scholars to read them and tell

of them at suitable times. We deem it justifiable to do this even if the

articles should not bear directly upon the lesson of the day, just so

they relate to and throw some light on general Bible study, and if

they are made to serve in maintaining the interest in the class work,
while being kept in their proper place, secondary to the main point

of acquiring Bible knowledge.

We divided a class of young men into Historians, Biographers,
Explorers and Theologians, each one choosing his own division. The
Historians were those to whom we assigned the historical parts of the

lessons, and they were expected to be particularly posted on the his-

tory, its connection with and relation to other Bible history, and,

when in order, to tell the class of any contemporaneous history. The
Biographers were to be particularly posted about the persons in the

lessons, additional facts about them, from both the Bible and other

sources. To the Explorers were assigned the geography, natural his-

tory, and historic cities and places. And the Theologians' gave par-

ticular attention to the teachings of the lessons. This plan did se-

cure more home study and greater interest. From three to five min-
utes of the lesson time was given to hearing from those to whom
special work was thus assigned. This plan is capable of adding very
greatly to the interest and study of the class. It will be effectual in

holding our young men and young women in the Sunday-school. It

would not be a difficult task to build up a good class library for the
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purpose of adding to the life and interest in class study of the les-

sons.

6. Recognition Metliod. It is a well-known principle that a re-

cognition of faithfulness promotes faithfulness. To make faithful-

ness in home study a matter of record and marking of the individual

scholar, the same as faithfulness in attendance and in making a con-

tribution, is to encourage home study by a recognition of this study.

Moreover such a system of recognition and record carries with it al-

ways the fact that the school and the teacher expect the scholar to

come prepared on the lesson. It will bear repetition that many
scholars do not prepare their lesson because they see no clear evidence
that such preparation is expected of them. I need not remind the

teachers of this State that the best and simplest plan embracing the

principles here involved, the recognition and record of faithfulness,

is the Loyal Sunday-school Army plan, by our beloved brother, the

General Secretary of the Illinois Association, Mr. W. B. Jacobs, of

Chicago, from whom full explanatory printed matter may be ob-

tained free. Testimony to the helpfulness of this plan in promoting
home study, as well as of faithfulness in other things, comes from the

four quarters of this broad land. It is well to remember also that

written reviews encourage home study, and furnish opportunity for

recognition of the faithfulness which a successful review indicates.

7. Class Organization Metliod, This is a day of organization,

and our experience confirms and strengthens our faith in the Sunday-
school class organization. Classes should be named, not simply num-
bered, and the cultivation of class honor should be encouraged. It

is a very different thing from individual pride, and particularly as

we shall cultivate the class spirit as a means to promote home study

of the Bible, as well as to promote some other objects.

We would do as we have done before, organize a class, however
small, with a president, secretary and treasurer, and an adopted plan

for helping the teachers and otherwise promoting the interests of the

class, including home study of the lessons and the kindred literature

-assigned, to secure and maintain a library of valuable reference books
if possible, arrange for social meetings with the teacher, and assist

in the work of the school. We would let the class organization be

called a club, with a suitable name, if desired, and assist the class in

every way to carry out the plans of the teacher for faithfulness in at-

tendance and in lesson study, as well as some missionary work in

building up the school. We would organize the class in this way
whether it was composed of boys or girls, or men or women.

It is readily seen that this method of class organization can be

made to embrace several of the other methods of securing home study

of the lessons, and that it could make effective and of great interest

the social, literary, supplemental lesson, and Loyal Army methods,

and in its reflex influence contribute to the self-study method and
other develo2:)ment of the teacher.

In order to give in our few minutes as much as possible for you

to take home and select from for your needs, we have given but hints

and outlines. We have not stopped to discuss the principles involved,

nor even to give the illustrations of the methods suggested.

Think out these plans for yourselves, and adapt what you can to

4
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your work. • The truly devoted and diligent teacher will devise suc-

cessful methods of securing home study of the lessons from the "Word

of Life.

THE TEACHEK'S POWER.

KEV. C. A. MOOKE.

Sir William Hamilton, whom the late President McCosh declared

to be the ''greatest metaphysician of his age," had inscribed over the

door of his study these words : "On earth there is nothing great but
man, and in man there is nothing great but mind," the latter word I

apprehend taking into the thought the soul as well as the intellect.

The work of developing, of educating, of bringing out this highest

element of the human organism, has engaged the master geniuses of

the world, and no loftier work has ever been undertaken by any indi-

vidual or individuals throughout all the centuries. When we remem-
ber that the mind before which the teacher goes is to be impressed to

that degree that all subsequent years will not erase it, care at this

point should be observed in excess of that at every other point.

There are certain elements which go to make up what I term
''The Power of the Teacher," for this power is not in any one thing.

There are various potent things which focus themselves in the gener-

al word which we may term "power." And what are we to under-

stand by that ? In a word it is that which in exercise can produce a

change. In the Sunday-school we may look upon it as being the

ability of the teacher to produce a change in the pupils before whom
he or she stands. That change may be termed intellectual and
moral and should perform its work in the erection and construction

of character and in the guiding of its destiny in all subsequent years.

There is first, I think, the necessity of the poioer of experience, or,

in other words, that which comes of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

Our Divine Master was a wonderful teacher, a capable student of hu-
man nature, and understood how the forces could be best regulated

in order to mold character, shape the belief and guide the destiny ; so

when He was about to leave the world and leave His church to carry

on the mission which He had come to inaugurate and complete in

part. He told them to tarry at Jerusalem until they should be "endued
with power from on high" ; and while they tarried there came to them
the sound of a rushing mighty wind, and they were filled with the

Holy Ghost. With Jesus Christ as their ideal and his philosophy as

the guide of human belief and the standard of human morals, the

church passes into history and begins to perform its work, an impe-
rial work it is, unparalleled in the history of the world. It is said of

Immanuel Kant, the great German philosopher, that there were two
things he stood in awe of, the starry heavens beyond him, these

worlds and systems of worlds, as limitless as thought ; and conscience

within ; but greater and more magnificent than these is the unfold-

ing history of the church of the living God. The Roman empire
stood out in all the potentiality of her power, her dominions included
the then known world and her people were worshippers of heathen
deities. It was then the church began its operations. Standing out
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against the heathenism of the imperial power and the formalism, cold-

ness and Pharisaism of the Judaism of that day, it began its won-
derful work. You remember that converts were made and that a

mighty power was given unto them. Then you recall the persecution

that commenced at Jerusalem and the scattering abroad of these dis-

ciples ; then the call of St. Paul, the light of whose moral and in-

tellectual genius has shot across the centuries with unparalleled bril-

liancy and gathered force as it has come down the centuries ; this rnan

of culture, this man of rhetorical power, this man of mental require-

ment, bowed before the Master.
Then you see him undergoing five years of preparation, you

see him at Philippi, at Corinth, at Thessalonica, going from place

to place preaching the gospel. Is it not a fact that in every division

of life the great master workers have been baptized with the power of

genius peculiar to that department of life ? Look, if you will, at the

fields of inductive science, the individuals in those departments who
have brought order out of chaos and given light to the world have

been those that have pressed their ears up to the great mouth of na-

ture to hear her secrets. I have read the lives of some of these men;
take, for instance, Huegel, Copernicus and others. Did they not

press their ears up to nature's mouth, and were they not baptized

with the peculiar power belonging to the secrets which were commu-
nicated to them from these departments of knowledge or research ?

Some have gone into the bowels of the earth, and others have climbed

the heights ; they have heard messages from the stony lips of nature,

and they have received power. It matters not where you go, in any de-

partment of life,whether it be in science,philosophy,religion, literature

or theology, every department of knowledge expresses itself through the

individual who has been baptized by its genius. Shall it be any less

so in matters religious ? A thousand times no ! If we try to perform

the works of God without this baptism it will be mechanical, and cold

and cheerless, and I believe without any great effect. It was this bap-

tism that inspired Martin Luther. You remember that wonderful

journey he made to Eome, his mind and heart awfully burdened;

as he was ascending the Scala Santa in search of peace light broke upon
him as bright as upon the great apostle to the Gentiles and the truth

came to him "that the just shall live by faith." Then back he went and

nailed his propositions over the door of the church at Wittenberg and

thus the Eeformation started and the Word of God was given to the

people. Who was that man who prayed in his study so earnestly

that all Scotland was awakened ? The mighty Knox. See John
Wesley, a master genius in religious work ; look at others who have

stamped their names and work upon the age in which they labored,

they illustrate the power there is in the baptism of the Holy Ghost.

If you have not received this power let me say to you seek it as silver,

search for it as you would for hidden treasure. As these whose names
I have mentioned, and others who might be mentioned, have received

their secrets from the dominion of nature, from the realm of litera-

ture and of philosophy, so religion will wliisper its secrets to the in-

dividual who constantly, intelligently and meekly bows at its shrine.

Closely connected with this idea of the baptism of the Holy Ghost
is the knowledge of your English Bible. I am pained more and more
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to notice the ignorance that exists of God's Holy Word. I come in

contact with many men and women who can tell all about ancient

history, they can talk about the events of ancient, medieval and mod-
ern times, but when you come to the history of the Jews or the lan-

guage of the New Testament, they are wofully and reprehensibly ig-

norant. Here is the most wonderful Book of all the books to be found
on this planet. As in this old world of ours God has placed the seventy

elements out of which all material combinations are made, so he has
gathered into the Bible every form, and color, and shape of intellect

and morals. In it are the ideas of the Sublime Creator of the uni-

verse. In it are the teachings of the Son of God and the words of the

Holy Ghost ; in it are declarations of kings and potentates, childhood
and manhood, and by it men and women are taught the Path of Life.

I would exhort you to read it with care, for no book will brighten the
mind and enlarge the circle of our vision like the Holy Scriptures. A
short time ago I read the utterance of a master journalist in New York,
who was giving an address to young men of that profession, and of

three books he advised them to read, not as religious books, but sim-

ply as books of information, the first was the Holy Scriptures. He
said : ''There is no book which you can read with as much profit."

He also said, ''Read Shakespeare and Paradise Lost." You will ob-

serve that he enumerated three wonderful books, but at the head he
placed the Holy Scriptures. Read, then, your English Bible, and
read it with care. There is a beautiful odor pervading the whole Book,
and he who reads carefully will find that the One who made him made
that Book. We want the Bible, and if ever there has been a time in

the history of the world when it should be studied, that time is now.
It is a Book which has been subjected to a variety of assaults. Back
of the morning of the present century there was the atheism of Eng-
land which called out the writings of Mr. Butler, and so it was put
down ; then it passed over into France and became Materialism, and
again it was put down ; then it passed into Germany and arrayed
itself in the gorgeous apparel of Rationalism, and that was put down.
Then it took on tneform of Pantheism and that was set aside. Then
it came up in the name of the Tuebingen School, and that was j)ut

down. In 1859 appeared Mr. Darwin's Origin of Species, and a little

later his Descent of Man, and then there was a hurrah all over the
world on the part of those who believe the Bible is not true, but we
have learned that science has not yet afforded a reason for the laying
aside of the Holy Scriptures. And now, in the twilight of this 19th
century, there arises another, which we call Higher Criticism. I do
not wish to appear egotistical in what I have to say, but I think that
this will go the way of all the earth, the same as Atheism, Material-
ism, Pantheism, the Criticism of the Tuebingen School, for God
wrote this Book as sure as you and I are here. And when we read it

let us remember that we are in the presence of Him who gave this

universe existence ; and as there are mysteries in nature, mysteries in

your own character and in your own make up, so shall we iind them
in that Word which is evolved out of the mind of Him who gave the
suns and systems their existence.

The philosopher may dig deeply into it ; the scientist may scruti-

nize it ; the literary man will find in it that which creates taste ; and
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when lofty ideals, to show perfection of character, are required, they
will be discovered in the Word of God. It tells of Jesus Christ, the

great ideal. Go back through the history, you will find that the

great characters presented to us are men that were mighty just for

one trait of character : Moses for his executive ability ; Joseph for

his virtue ; Samson for his strength ; Job for his patience, and so on;

but when you get to Jesus Christ you find that he embodies all worthy
traits of character, and He stands out as the mighty character of his-

tory, the ideal individual, and so He shall stand when worlds and sys-

tems fall to pieces. My brother, my sister, read that Book and study
it with all your mind ; it is the One Book! Go before your classes, as

one has already said, thoroughly understanding what you are doing.

You cannot all read the original, the times do not admit of that, but
you can be well posted in your English Bible. Kead the revised ver-

sion as well as the old version ; take hold of it with a master hand
and study it with all your mind. If you read the lives of the great

masters of the church you will discover that they were individuals

who were very careful to understand it.

Then again there is the poiver of love. I need not speak at length
upon that, for it has already been referred to. The late Professor

Drummond said it was the greatest thing on earth. He might have
said it was also the greatest thing in heaven. It is the power that

prompted God Almighty in mercy to save this ruined world. What
the blooming of the beautiful foliage before me, the fragrance of the

budding and blooming flower is to nature, love is to human life. It

is that which ennobles and dignifies human character, and calls it to

the exercise of all that is benign and divine ; and when this world
shall crumble and fall into the grave of annihilation, when suns and
systems shall go out no more to shine, that thing which we call LOVE
shall go on, and on, and on, for God is love. And those whose hearts

are filled with His love shall abide forever.

Then there is the jjoiuer of example. Now, take these four

thoughts ; The potver of experience, (the power of the baptism of the

Holy Ghost,) the power of knowledge, (the power of information,)

the power of love, 'dnd the poiuer of example. Linked to these four

all the other elements of power, "the power of money, the power of

influence, the power of intellect, the power of social standing, the

power of accumulation, whatever it may be, they are linked with

these things which we call the power of experience, the power of

knowledge, the power of love and the power of example. It is by
the exercise of this power that this old world is to be saved. You
have heard it over and over again that this is an age of problems. 0,
indeed it is! The higher human intelligence rises, the more prob-

lems will multiply, and as they multiply become more complex and
perplexing. The savage, in his rude condition, has not the problems
we have before us in our advanced civilization. How shall we settle

these problems ? There are those who say "We will settle them ac-

cording to law \" You Avill never do it ;
you will settle them accord-

ing to the gospel. Let us go from this Convention with the convic-

tion in our hearts that they will be settled according to gospel. There
is this great problem of the liquor traffic, that hydra-headed monster
that is upon us, this mighty octopus that has fastened itself upon
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this nation. I picture to myself the evening of the 20th century and
at a Convention of this Illinois State Sunday-school Association will

stand on the platform an orator who will tell what occurred in the ev-

ening of the 19th, and by him will be pictured what is now taking
place ; he will say that slavery passed away and ignorance to some
extent ; he will point to great material achievements, but he will say

that they left the mightiest power that ever opposed the march of

Christianity, the liquor traffic ! That, too, has got to go down, it is

bound to go.

Look, if you please, at womanhood I I have marked with won-
derful gratitude and satisfaction woman's progress. No doubt I am
speaking to gentlemen who remember the time when girls could hardly
read ; then later they learned to read ; after a while they were allowed

to go to the public school ; a little later they were allowed to gradu-
ate at the high school, and later at the academy, and later co-edu-

cational institutions came along, and now they can have baccalaureate

degrees, and they are doctors of philosophy, doctors of science, doc-

tors of medicine, and I believe they will have their doctors of divinity.

But now I am going to be a little pessimistic. Eight here is a

dark problem before us, do you know it ? During the last five years

it has been my jDrivilege to speak at commencement exercises, and I

have found in each case the graduates belonging to the gentler sex

have been from 60 to 80 per cent. You take the figures for the last

decade and you will find that the graduates from our high schools and
academies run from 60 to 80 per cent, in favor of women. What
does this mean ? It means that our young men are not keeping pace.

We must look after the boys. God save our brainy, pure-blooded
American boys ! Twenty-five per cent, of American young men be-

tween 1890 and 1895 attended church ; 75 per cent, of them never
entered the church ; only five per cent, of them were members of our
churches. Does not a voice come to us down the corridors of the

past, "When men forget God they forget to be good ?" Take God
away from man and teach him that all the tribunal he has to fear is

the human and you give him a spur to lead a self centered life.

Teacher, when you go before that boy, go in the power of a Christian

life ! Go in the power of an intelligent understanding of the Bible !

Go in the power of that love which in the moral world is analagous
to gravitation in this material world, and go in the power of exam-
ple. I believe this grand old world is moving on. The star of hope
still shines above the horizon, and I see its bright light to-day. I

turn to this Bible and I find that in the parables of our Lord the

Kingdom of Heaven was likened unto a little leaven that was hidden
in three measures of meal until it all became leavened, and it is work-
ing here. And again it was like a mustard seed that was placed in the
earth and grew to be a tree so that the fowls of the air lodged in the

branches. As I hear the tread of these coming decades of the 20th
century which now throws its light across the evening threshold of

this present century, I see these years freighted with tremendous and
awful possibilities and crowded with problems, and to say that we
shall settle them according to law and according to education never
will do. You cannot legislate men to be moral

;
you cannot educate

a man to be good. The educated criminal is more to be feared than
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one who has only two or three ideas. But give that educated man a
character, link him with God, make him responsible to the tribunal
that lies beyond this world, and then the 20th century shall bring to

this grand old world a brighter and more benign civilization. May
its chariot wheels roll on ! May the rays from the Sun of Righteous-
ness shine ujion this planet brighter than they have ever shone be-

fore ! Let us have faith in the gospel ; through its conquering power
the kingdoms of this world shall yet become the kingdoms of our
God and of His Christ.

The audience sang ''America," and Rev. G. W. Shepherd, of

Belleville, pronounced the benediction.

.

FIRST DAY—EVENING SESSION.

The Open Air Service preceding the evening session was con-

ducted by K. A. Burnell, of Kane County. From 7:30 to 8 P.

M., an enjoyable service of song was conducted by Prof. Excel!.

Dr. Merrill read the VIII Psalm. Rev. J. G. Klene offered prayer.

The order of the evening was then taken up.

WHAT OUR MINNESOTA NEIGHBORS ARE DOING.

REV. G. R. MERRILL.

Mr. President and Fellow-Worker3. I count it a privilege

to bring to you the greetings of Minnesota. I have been more in-

terested to-day, then I can tell, in the reports of your Secretary and
Normal Superintendent, with the story they tell, with the larger

story they suggest, of varied and successful service. But it is not
difficult to see how such reports have become possible. The small

boy who accounted for his schoolmate's public prayer by saying,

''He's been practicing," was right, and the possibility of such work
as that of last year is in previous years of purposeful service. A
weakness in our Minnesota work has been our lack of such purpose-
ful work. Not that we have lacked interested and consecrated men
and women or have been failing to Avork. But the work has not
been so specific as to insure confidence and awaken enthusiasm. I

am happy to report a change for the better. The International Com-
mittee gave us one of its best field workers, Mr. Hugh Cork, who has
no superior in the zeal, tact and force with which he gives himself to

this work. He has been going up and down the state for the last

two years, doing two men's work. He goes to business men and tells

them what the State Association is good for, and converts men who
are indifferent, and positively hostile to association work, into warm
friends, receiving, in more than one instance, a twenty-five dollar check
from some one who did not take any stock at all in this associated

Sunday-school work; so when we came to our annual convention this

year we found the Sunday-school people in possession of a very distinct

purpose. We knew this year what we wanted to do, for which we
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wanted to get inspiration in our convention. These things were,

first, thorough county organization; second, the pushing of the pri-

mary work. Knowing what we wanted to do, having something
plainly before us, it was easy enough to get in the way of doing it;

so more money was gathered in the convention for the work of the

next year than was ever gathered in a Minnesota convention before;

and with our Brother Semelroth at the blackboard to show us how to

do it, the money came in with the utmost ease; everybody wanted to

give; and we saw our way before the convention was through, very
clearly, to put into the field a man to give all his service to the work
for the next year; to start in the work a primary worker with the
expectation of keeping her at work through the year. During the

sessions of the convention a state primary union was organized which
is very largely due to the influence and suggestive hel]) of Mrs. Semel-
roth, and immediately at the close of one of the best conventions we
ever held, the field worker and the newly appointed secretary or

worker for the primary department, went out and under the impetus
and power of the State Association began a series of county and dis-

trict conventions, and before the extreme heat of summer comes on,

the whole field will be covered. Keep your ears open, for something
will be heard from Minnesota Sunday-school work before a great

while.

As we talked together about the needs of well organized schools

it was borne upon us that for them there was one thing for which the

Association ought to wait, and that one thing is the thing to

be placed far above organization, far above the pushing of any
outward form of work as such, the thing we are hoping to accom-
plish in some measure this year, the thing we are going to aim at in

our organized schools, the thing I want every Sunday-school superin-

tendent to put in a secure corner of his mind, and it is ''Every
scholar a Christian, and every Christian a better Christian." Isn't

it well to work for that, and then at the end of the year, along with
our results in organization, our progress in organized effort, to come
together bringing these precious sheaves with us.

Mr. William Randolph, of Missouri, was introduced to report on

the work in his state.

WHAT OUR NEIGHBORS IN MISSOURI ARE DOING.

WILLIAM RANDOLPH.

I am not a stranger to Illinois, and I count it a blessed privilege

to bring to this convention the fraternal greetings of the Missouri
Sunday-school Association. Missouri is glad to sit at the feet of her

devout sister as a learner, and I came to this convention to see how
you do it. Whatever is gathered here of value we shall put into

practice across the river. We are your juniors by only seven years,

but you are far beyond us in the efficiency of your work. How could
it be otherwise under such leadership!

Our motto in Missouri is ''All the church in the Sunday-school
and all the Sunday-school in the church." The records of many of

our churches in their infancy are clouded in obscurity because those
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who began the planting did not appreciate what might be the outcome.
We have spent much time in correcting records. After the close of

the civil war, when we began to I'e-establish and plant Sunday-school
associations it was with little conception of what they would grow
into, and little understanding of the pofcsibilities that were in the

great International Inter-denominational Sunday-school movement.
Had we laid deeper and bi'oader foundations the superstructure would
have arisen more quickly and more beautifully. Later we have come
to understand what it means, and to see the necessity of standing
shoulder to shoulder with those Avho have been longer in the service.

At the beginning of our state association it seemed to comprehend
little bat the holding of an annual convention when was advocated
the employment of one man to gather statistics which were then very
unsatisfactory.

The Sunday-school work in Missouri may have been said to have
begun about ten years ago when a telegr'am came over the wire from
the city of Clinton, notifying Mr. D. E. Wolfe of his election to the
presidency of the Missouri Sunday-school Association. He accepted
it in the fear of God, and has given ten years of devoted service and
grand leadership. We found an enrollment at that time of about
238,000 in the state. In 1891 this had risen to 411,827 or about 47
per cent of the school population of the state. Last year our en-
rollment showed 591,318 or a gain in five years of nearly 180,000 in

enrollment. Our organization is much as it is in Illinois. We have
115 counties, including the city of St. Louis, seventy-six of which
we count as fully and energetically organized; thirty-eight are not so

fully as we could wish but have at least a nominal organization, with
only one that is not organized.

Perhaps the most pronounced change that has been made in the
development of our work is the dividing of it into various depart-
ments. We lay the responsibility of a certain line of work upon a
consecrated individual. These various lines of work had previously
been under committees to some extent but not defined as they are

now. Our departments correspond to a five polluted star. First is

that of organization which naturally has the direct attention of the
superintendent of the association. His specialty is to vigorously
carry on the organization in each county, township and precinct.

Following this as the basis of all our work is the primary depart-
ment, which was organized about two years ago at Chillicothe, and
at the last state convention at Jefferson City re-organized in touch
with the International Primary Department. It is needless to say
in this presence that this department is successfully prosecuted when
God has given it as its leader Mrs. Semelroth, late of Tennessee, now
of Missouri. We have twenty-six unions in Missouri. This impor-
tant work is on better ground than ever before because of thorough
organization. Next to this is the Normal Department. Following
close along the line of the organization of counties is the appointment
of a normal superintendent in each county in close touch with the
normal superintendent at headquarters in St. Louis. Our normal
superintendent is Brother Semelroth. Following close upon this is

the department of house to house visitation, which has been prose-

cuted with great vigor in our state, and we are perhaps justly consid-
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ered the leaders in this line of work. Within the past few weeks in-

quiries have come to us in reference to this work from South Caro-
lina, Tennessee, and Spokane, Washington. At the head of this is

Mr. M. Grreenwood, Jr. whose whole heart is enlisted in it. The
fifth point of the star is the Home Department, which is making
rapid progress in our state under the direction of Mr. L. L. Allen.

Each department is run by its superintendent as though it were of

supreme importance.

We have added much in the development of our work by the use of

maps. They were instituted in our state under the superintendence
of Brother Semelroth. I noticed in the real estate offices they have
maps for the prospective purchaser to look at and then they will take
him out to see how the property is. This is a most effective way to

awaken interest in Sunday-school work. I am going to show a map
to this Illinois convention. It is not for the beauty of the map but
for the grandly organized work it represents. (The large map re-

ferred to was here unfurled.) This is a map of Lawrence County,
Missouri, made entirely by Mr. L. L. Allen, the efficient secretary of

that county. Every Sunday-school in this county is represented by
the picture of a school house, whether it is held in a school house or

chapel or in a church. The gold stars on the map represent the

homes of those who attend the Sunday-schools in that school district.

The black discs represent homes that are not connected with any
Sunday-school. In the map that preceded this the stars represented

Sunday-schools and the black spots represented the places where
Sunday-schools ought to be maintained and were not; and one of the

exercises at the convention was placing a star where a black spot had
been, showing the organization of a school there during the year.

The great cry was "The black spots must go!" and later a circular

would come out "The black spots are going." In the last convention
there remained in the county but one black spot, one place in the

whole county where a Sunday-school could be maintained and was
not. Having completed as it were his work in the schools, Mr. Allen
turned his attention to the location of the homes in the various dis-

tricts and the black spots now represent the homes that are not con-

nected with the Sunday-school. In the township in which Mr. Allen
lives there exists but one black spot, one family in the whole town-
ship not connected with any Sunday-school, and the head of that

family is an infidel who positively refuses to have anything to do
with the Sunday-school. The large gold star indicates that every

home in that district is connected with some Sunday-school; the gold

star with a pink center indicates that every member of every family

in that school district is connected with the Sunday-school. The green

star of course, as you understand, everywhere represents evergreen

Sunday-schools. Silver stars indicate that in this township house to

house visitation has been prosecuted. The red star indicates that

every Sunday-school in that district has made its annual offering for

state and county work. The pink star represents that there is a

Home Department in every Sunday-school in 'that district, and the

blue star represents that there is a Normal Class or teachers' meet-

ing in every Sunday-school in that district; and where the blue star

has a wide center it indicates that they have in every Sunday-
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school both Kormal classes aud teachers' meeting. This map is not

completed. There are several places as you see which are vacant; it

does not mean that no M'ork is being done there, only that the map
is not quite complete. There is not a family in Lawrence County
missed, not a family that that secretary has not his touch upon and
knows their religious complexion.

In closing I want to say that these various departments of our

work have been so demonstrated as to leave it beyond question that

they are practical everywhere; this work can be done throughout
Missouri,, and it can be done in Illinois, and the promise is fulfilled

that we have carried the Gospel to the people. God grant us grace

to stand shoulder to shoulder until this work is done, until the Word
of God is ia every home, and to this end Missouri and Illinois will

stand together.

The Peesident: We have the pleasure now of listening to

Brother J. H. Miller, formerly, of Illinois, now of Georgia.

WHAT OUR NEIGHBORS ARE DOING IN GEORGIA.

J. H. MILLER.

It is a great pleasure for me to stand with the home folks to-

night. Those present who were at the Illinois convention in 1892

will remember that the president from Clark county spoke of the sec-

retary's not being able to be there, and good Brother Jacobs offered a

prayer that he might be spared; he is standing before you to-night

working for the Master. I have come nine hundred miles to attend

this convention, sidetracked with the pleasure of a visit to my aged
father who taught me the way to the Sunday-school.

Whatever knowledge I possess along this line of work I gained

from the noble workers of Illinois. We are trying to organize the

work in Georgia. We want to bring Georgia to the front in this line.

The president of our state association is W. S. Witham, of Atlanta,

a progressive gentleman, the president of twenty banks, a director

in a great many corporations, and yet despite all this has time to study

his Sunday-school lesson ten to fi.fteen hours each week. He is

the teacher of the busy people's class, the largest class in the southern

states, sometimes numbering five hundred. Mr. John M. Green is

chairman of the executive committee, bright minded, liberal and con-

secrated to the work.
We have a proud distinction; within our state is to be held the

next International convention. And I stand before you now to ex-

tend you a hearty invitation from the good people of Georgia to come
down and break bread with us.

We have our state organization and have some county organiza-

tions. I am the only one in the field giving entire time to the work,

doing the work of three or four men but only doing a third of each

man's work. Our convention this year was much better attended

than last year; there were better results and I never saw a more practi-

cal convention. It was a "How" convention; how to do the work.

In the last six months I have visited 65 counties in our state; 25 of these
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were organized, and I organized the remaining 40. Abont half
our state is organized. What you term townships we call precincts, and
we are pushing the district convention work. Some workers get dis-

couraged because they cannot plant to-day and reap to-morrow; I am
urging them to keep on with the planting. Instead of looking so
much after results, we should keep on with our work and leave the
results with God. We are moving on with our work, our people are
grasping these ideas and are saying "Tell us what to do and we are
ready to do it."

I have never been better treated in my life than I have been by
those kind hearted people of Georgia. There is another thing I want
to say, we have no saloons in our town; our drug stores sell no
whiskey; the only chance for the toper is to hunt a ''blind tiger."

We are driving these out and by and by expect to wipe them out of
Georgia. We have a Sunday town, our people, high and low, rich
and poor, old and young, go to church. We don't open our stores
on Sunday, we go to church. We keep a record in our school of
those who read the Bible every day; last Sunday week there were 134
present and 101 had read the Bible every day.

As we go from this convention may we go praying God's blessing
to rest upon the workers; I ask your prayers in behalf of Georgia.

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

Dear Brethren : For the first time in our history we meet in

the city of Belleville, the southwestern point reached by our conven-
tions, and the twentieth city in which our annual meeting has been
held. Here we hope to meet and help a large number of workers
and among them some who have not previously attended our State
Conventions, and we also hope to awaken new interest in Sunday-
school work in this part of our own State, and possible help our sis-

ter State of Missouri, whose chief city is near to our place of meet-
ing. The places in which our conventions are held, should receive a
blessing in connection with our meeting, that will richly repay them
for their work of love and cause them to remember our coming with
thankful joy. If places become famous because certain events have
occurred there, may not our convention cities become memorable ?

Is it too much to expect that this meeting will result in permanent
blessing to this city ? Let us believe and pray for this, and that we
ourselves may be blessed, and as a result of this convention o^^r work
may be improved and new workers be developed who will soon be
ready to fill the places we now occupy. But, most of all, we will not
forget that the Lord Jesus Christ, who has led us and blessed us in

our work for thirty-eight years, is present with us, to give all needed
help and to carefully inspect the work which we have done. "It does
us good to stand before God at times, and look back at our life, and
see all our experiences in the light of love that streams from His
face." If our work has been done for Him, we need not fear to re-

port it, if it will not bear His inspection, we must not be satisfied

with it, and we dare not remain satisfied with merely repeating the
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efforts of the past, and reports that do not show growth or gain.

"We must advance from what is brilliant to what is pure, and from

what is promised to what is performed, and from what is our strength

to what is our crown." It is frequently the case that those who are

appointed to lead are called upon to encourage and strengthen others,

but we may ask, to whom are these to go for help ? Surely, to the

great Leader Himself. No wonder that the Psalmist exclaims, *'I

will love thee, Lord, my strength," (Psalm 18:1), and he adds,

''The Lord is the strength of my life." (Psalm 27:1.) "The source

of strength in any life must be God. It is only when we are co-

workers with Him, that we are unconquerable." To see clearly we
must try to occupy God's point of view, we must look at the field and
the work as Jesus looked, when He saw the people scattered, as sheep

without a shepherd, and being moved with compassion He said to

His disciples, "Pray ye therefore, the Lord of the harvest that he

will send forth laborers into his harvest." (Luke 10:2.) If we look

as He looked, we may share His compassion for others and be led to

prayer that will prevail. "It is the living presence of Jesus in the

midst of His disciples that gives united prayer its power,"_aud "pray-

er is no form or show, it is, indeed, a power on which the ingathering

of the harvest and the coming of the kingdom do, in very truth, de-

pend." The harvest will be gathered, the wheat and tares will be sep-

rated, the kingdom is coming, the King Himself will appear, and
the day maybe near. Events are taking place that arrest the_ atten-

tion of even careless ones, and lead others to profound meditation.

But we need not be alarmed, it is our God who controls, our Savior

who is to appear, and it is His work that we are sent to do. We can

look at the cross and the tomb and see them empty, and at the throne

and see it occupied, and at the promise and see Jesus coming again.

And His reward will be with Him. As true Christians, let us adopt

the double motto, "I believe and I belong."

the work in ILLINOIS IN 1896-7.

But few changes have been made in our plans during the year, and
nearly all the workers have been spared. The silent chariot stopped

at the door of one member of our Executive Committee, and he left

us. Mr. C. M. Hotchkin, of Chicago, was one of the new mem-
bers elected last year at Champaign. He was not spared to work with

us in this new relation, but he was a faithful and happy Christian,

well known and greatly beloved, and in his death the city and State

have sustained a loss.

Mr. George R. Risser died at his home, Paris, Edgar County,

February 10, 1897. For a number of years Bro. Risser faithfully

served our State Association and the Master in whose name our work
is carried on, as President of the Thirteenth Illinois S. S. District;

and for many more years he was one of the foremost S. S. workers in

Edgar County. He it was who first suggested the employment of

Bro. Geo, W. Miller on our State work, and for this and many other

helpful suggestions our State Executive Committee are deeply in-

debted to him. His illness began many months ago, but only within

a comparatively brief time was it thought to be serious. His sister
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writes that "his end was peace," and that his friends are comforted
in the assurance that he has gone to his reward.

Mr. Douglas Evans, of Marshall County, one of our delegates
to the eighth International Convention, held in Boston, in June last,

and a very useful worker in his own county, and the President of his
Township Association. He died when his sun was on the meridian,
and his last words were, ''Let me die in the harness."" We express
our deep sympathy with the surviving families, and with the churches
and schools of which these brethren were members.

The Master said, "If ye love me ye will keep my commandments,"
and the "motto of every Christian should be, find out what Jesus
Christ wants you to do, and then do it." As we mention the names
of our honored dead, we are admonished that our time will come, if

the Lord tarry, and each year we should "grow in grace." Let us

"Speak a shade more kindly than the year before,
Pray a little oft'ner, love a little more

;

Cling a little closer to the Father's love,

Thus life belovr shall liker grow to the life above."

Our work has improved in some important features, as will appear
by the reports.

The work of the General Secretary, Mr. W. B. Jacobs, has grown
to large proportions, and even with the help of the Assistant Secre-
tary, Miss Mary I. Bragg, and the stenographer, Mrs. Edith Burn-
ham, it is not possible for him to do all that is asked, or all that he
would be pleased to do. Let us think and try to estimate the work
of planning and preparing for the County Conventions, the Institutes

,

and often the Township Conventions. The large correspondence,
frequently involving difficult questions concerning the different fea-

tures of our work. Letters from pastors, district, county and town-
ship officers ; many from superintendents and teachers concerning
work in their schools. The work that is connected with the prepara-
tion and publication of our paper, the Trumpet Call, the Normal
books, etc., the correspondence with Field Workers and officers of
other States, Provinces and Territories, for our plans of work and
suggestions, and we cannot be indifferent to the requests of our fel-

low-workers who think that our experience and position furnish them
a good reason for asking. A part of his time must be given to those
from different j^arts of the State, and from other States, who call at

our office. And we must not forget that more than one-third of the
population of our State live in the city of Chicago, and the needs of

that great city are, and must be, the needs of the whole State. Truly,
it may be said, the care of all the work comes upon him. This is not
written to excuse him from work, but as a sufficient reason why he
has not been able to respond to more calls for his presence at County
Conventions. He has attended but 14 conventions, as compared with
27 last year, and your committee exj)ress the conviction that he should
be excused from convention work, except in extreme cases where by
reason of change of dates or sickness no other provision can be made.
Miss Mary I. Bragg, the Assistant Secretary, and Mrs. Edith

BuRNHAM, the stenographer, have faithfully performed their duties,

as is seen in our reports.

Mr. W. C. Pearce, our Field Worker, has attended 31 county
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conventions, 46 Institutes, 13 township conventions, a number of

special meetings and conferences, and visited many schools. He was
a delegate to the International Convention at Boston, and attended

the Field Worker's Conference held at Louisville. He says it is a

pleasure to report the increasing interest taken in the Institutes, and
the better work in the county and township conventions. The col-

lections taken at the institutes attended by him amount to $171.75

more than his traveling expenses in attending them. Mr. Pearce

recommends, that, in addition to the county convention, we aim
to hold one county institute, of not less then two days, in each

county, which institute shall be attended by one of the state work-
ers. And, that the county officers arrange for institutes of at least

one day, to be held in each of the townships where it is practical to

hold them. This, he thinks, will help many more teachers and de-

velop additional workers.

Mr. Gr. W. Miller, our Field Worker has attended 32 county
conventions, 25 township conventions, 75 Institutes of one day each,

7 institutes of two days each and made many addresses on special occa-

sions. Mr. Miller reports that county conventions are better planned
and have reached a higher average than ever before, both in repre-

sentative attendance and in the presentation of definite plans of

work. The institutes have been very successful and better Bible

study has been the result. He praises the county officers for pains-

taking preparation for the institutes, and for their faithful attend-

ance, and adds, that hundreds have been reached that did not attend

the county convention, and in every case the institutes have helped
the county organization. The collections taken at the institutes at-

tended by Mr. Miller, amount to $235.00 above his traveling expen-
ses in attending them.

Prof. H. M. Hamill, having been selected by the International

Executive Committee the last of June as a Field Worker, was able to

give us but a small portion of his time. He attended three county
conventions. The report of the Normal work will be given by him,
and Ave desire that the efficient service rendered by Mrs. Hamill be

properly recognized. Mr. Hamill's work in the International Field

is mentioned in another paragraph in this report.

Mr. William Reynolds, the Field superintendent of Inter-

national work, took a much needed rest during the past summer and
visited his home. As the calls were many and urgent he loviugly

responded and as a part of his rest, he attended 13 county conven-
tions.

Prof. H. M. Steidley has attended three county conventions
and spent two and one-half weeks in institute work.

Mr. R. W. Hare attended one convention.

Mr. E. 0. Excell attended one convention.

Mrs. Edith Burnham attended five conventions.

Mrs. Mary F. Bryner attended one convention.
Mrs. Antoinette Lamorbaux, the State secretary of Primary

Unions, attended tw^o conventions.

In all, 98 counties were visited by our workers. 102 county con-
ventions and 128 institutes have been held. 1446 township conven-
tions are reported from 96 counties, 6 counties have not reported as
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to township conventions, at this date. 85 Normal classes have been
organized during- the year, with 996 members, the number of indi-

vidual students, not enrolled is estimated at 300. The class of the
past year numbers about 300, the total number of graduates includ-

ing this class is nearly 1500, the exact figures will be given. During
the past three months a post graduate course has been established,

in which 10 students have been enrolled.

Prof. Hamill has been the nominal superintendent of the Nor-
mal work, and his good wife has conducted most of the correspon-

dence.

In connection with the Normal work, one of our district presi-

dents urges the formation of Normal classes in every school where
the numbers are sufficient to justify it. There can be no doubt
that this plan is worthy of consideration. It would be a good thing
to combine a special course of Normal instruction with the teachers

meeting.
The secretary's report, to date, gives a total of 7,924 Sunday-

schools, a gain of 91 schools, and a membership of 789,481, a gain of

15,132. The number received into the church from the school is

26,915. Full particulars showing gains and losses by counties and
districts, with the banner counties, missionary collections, etc., will

be found in his report. The recapitulation is as follows:

BEPOKT OF
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The financial statement will compare favorably with most kinds of

business during the past year, and the result furnishes an occasion

for thanksgiving and praise. We acknowledge that our faith was
not equal to our opportunity, and we would have been justified in

making larger plans. In accordance with the vote of the conven-

tion held at Champaign, your delegates at the International Con-
vention at Boston, pledged this state for one thousand dollars per

annum for three years, toward the support of International Sunday-
school work, and for the first time in the history of that couvention

other states pledged more than Illinois did.

It was manifest from the reports made by the International

Field workers, especially among the colored people in the south, that

more workers must be employed by the International Executive

Committee, and in response to an appeal, three other states. New
York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania pledged one thousand dollars

each to this work, and the personal pledges from Pennsylvania and
New Jersey increased the pledge from each of these states to two
thousand dollars per annum.

The International Executive Committee asked for the service of

Prof. Hamill and your committee consented, deeply regretting his

absence from the work in our own state, but fully convinced that the

work in the whole field needed him. Looking back over our history

and experience we may well say that Illinois, in giving up Reynolds
and Hamill to the International work, has imitated the example set

by the church in Antioch, in consenting that Barnabas and Paul
should obey the call to begin the missionary journey of the ages.

We can truly declare that our hearts, our prayers and our hopes go
with them. This leads us to carefully inquire if the contribution

made by this state to this work is in fair proportion to the amount
given by other states and to our ability. We decided to give one
thousand per annum when Reynolds was practically alone in the

field, do we not need to add to that sum from the state and from in-

dividuals, now that Hamill has joined him, and we are honored by
two such workers? When the arrangement was made and Mr.
Hamill left us, we economized in expenses and as a result we would
have been burdened with a balance on hand had not the great need
of the International treasury induced us to advance a part of next

year's pledge. But will it not be better to contribute the amount
thus paid as a thank-offering, especially in view of the employment
of a second field worker among the colored people. And for the

additional reason that our beloved brother, Mr. Reynolds who has

been very sick, and for weeks we were anxious about him, has recov-

ered, and is again permitted to resume the work to which the Lord
called him. *

In another paragraph of this report, we urge the importance of a

State Primary Worker, and that provision be made for her support,

and in view of the work to be done, we recommend that not less than
ten thousand dollars be raised for the work of the coming year, and
that the workers employed at present be retained and such others be
employed as in the judgment of your committee the work demands and
the means at our disposal will permit. "We should learn to ask for the

things in all God's power to give. We should not be content to seek

5
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even what we ourselves can clioose, but should ask God to choose for

us, and to give us His best things."

improvement in okganization.

On the map the work of organization looks well, and from the re-

ports it is seen that the work is improving in better representation at

conventions and institutes, in better Bible study and in more definite

aims in preparation, but the real strength, or want of strength, is

seen in the weak places. Too often, even in our best organized coun-
ties, there are neglected townships or school districts, and one such
was found by our General Secretary. In a County Convention, while
calling the names of the townships, the delegates from these town-
ships were asked to respond by rising. A township was called, no re-

sponse was made, and the leader said, ''Call the next township."
The Secretary asked why there was no delegate present from that

township. The answer was, "There is no Sunday-school in the town-
ship." The Secretary asked why there was no school, and not re-

ceiving a satisfactory reply, asked if any delegate from another
township would go there and see if a school could be organized. No
one volunteered to go, and the next township was called. A few
months after the convention the Secretary received a letter from a
woman, who said that she was present at that convention, and was
much impressed with the need of that township, and her prayers
were ofEered for them. Having a family, and a class in the Sunday-
school at home, she thought she could not go, but the continued call

became too strong, and with the family team she drove to the
neighboring township and made some calls. A favorable response
led to the beginning of a school, and a little later she persuaded her
pastor to go there and hold some meetings, and soon after she wrote
to the General Secretary that a number were saved and a church or-

ganized there. This is the work most needed. Some delegates must
be secured from every township to attend the County Convention,
and plans be adopted to help all the weak places. One gain will be
made when all our county leaders meet with us in the State Conven-
tion, and we urge that the President and Secretary of every county
Association be sent as delegates to the State Convention, and that
provision be made to pay their expenses from the county treasury.

"It is when we begin, continue and end our work at the Master's feet

that our service will be of the right kind." "The church is not or-

ganized for comfort, but for conquest."

HOUSE visitation AND THE HOME DEPARTMENT.

The work of organization piust include the faithful visitation of

the homes in city, town and country. This must be systematic, not
once for all, but again and again. This plan furnishes work for the
unemployed, and work in Jesus' service, and pay according to His
rules. "Faith and obedience must go together. Faith is obedience
at home looking to the Master. Obedience is faith going out to do
His will." It is by visitation that the scholars are found for the
Home Department. In one county a young woman who expected to

go as a missionary, was detained at home by her mother's sickness.

She looked for a companion, and found a young woman, a member of
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another church, and together they visited a ward of the city where
foreigners resided, and in a short time secured about twenty home
scholars, who could not attend the school regularly, and after a few
calls upon one family, both the man and his wife came and united
with the church of which this young woman was a member. All

needed information concerning this work may be obtained from our
Secretary., When this work is faithfully done, in all our counties,

there will be less anxiety concerning the future of darkest Illinois.

"God gives us capacity and opportunity. High attainment is won by
dilligence."" "The most useful men in the church began with a very
small and imperfect sort of usefulness."

The success of the Home Department is very great, and the work
grows exceedingly. The number enrolled in this department is esti-

mated to be more than three hundred thousand, Our Secretary is

revising our statistical blanks to include this part of the work. It is

helpful both in the city and country. We recommend the presenta-

tion of the work at all our conventions, and the organization of Home
Classes in connection with all our schools.

PRIMARY UNIONS AND THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT.

At the convention held last year, the Executive Committee was
authorized to organize Primary Unions as a department of our State

work, similar to the Home Department and the Normal Department.
In this new field we have proceeded slowly in order to secure the de-

sired result in the best way. We then had but two Primary Unions
in the State, at Chicago and Eockford. Progress has been made, new
unions have been formed at Freeport and Kankakee, four counties

have elected a Superintendent of the Primary Department of County
work, viz : De Witt, Kankakee, Rock Island and Vermilion, and
within a short time a State Secretary of Primary Department has been
appointed, Mrs. Milton S. Lamoreaux. The convention will have
the pleasure of hearing from her and her associates in the session de-

voted to this work. Your committee believe that there is no part of

our work of greater importance than this, the training of Sunday-
school primary teachers. To those who are watching and reading
with care the articles that have appeared on the defects of the Sunday
School, on the New Education, and on what may be called, the need
of a new Bible, as some wise men think, it cannot be doubted that

the most important part of our work, the Primary Class, is now the

point of attack, the Point of Conflict. We repeat from last year's

report, the saying of the French writer Renan: "Religious beliefs will

die out slotoly, undermitied by primary instruction and prominence

of scientific over literary ijistruction." We have not the time or

space in this report to do more than to call attention of all Sunday
School workers to the importance of placing our most spiritual and
best qualified teachers in charge of these classes. As we value truth,

and desire the growth and permanence of the church, let us do all in

our power to help these teachers of the little children. The Interna-

tional Convention voted to make the Primary Unions a department of

their work, and a Central Committee has been chosen. The total

number of Primary Unions exceeds 130, and they are multiplying
rapidly. Our sister State of Missouri reports 25 unions, and at least
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an equal number should be reported for this State at our next conven-
tion. We recommend that Primary Unions be formed in all cities

and towns where there are a sufficient number of Primary Teachers,
and that all counties organize a Primary Department and elect a sec-

retary of county work to be under the direction of the county execu-
tive committee, and all to be included in the Primary department of

the State Association, and be under the direction of the State Execu-
tive Committee. We also recommend that special efforts be made to

secure the attendance of primary class teachers at the County Con-
ventions, and that in the appointment of delegates to the State Con-
vention, one or more primary class teachers be sent from each county.

the summer school for primary workers.

Following the example of New Jersey, arrangements are being
made for a school for primary Sunday-school teachers, to be held in

the new building of the Young Woman's Christian Association on
the lake front in Chicago. The school is to be ojiened July 4th and
to close July 10th. Some of our best primary teachers, including
Mrs. W. J. Semelroth, of St. Louis, and Mrs. R. B. Preuszner, of

Kansas, will give instruction. The time is brief, but much may
be learned even in one week. Particulars concerning the school will

be given at the primary session.

Your committee, believing this to be a very important matter, and
well worthy of our support, recommend the emi^loyment of a State
Primary Sunday-school Worker, who shall also be the Secretary of the
State Primary department, at such salary or upon such terms as may
be agreed upon, and the payment of a reasonable sum for stationery,

postage and printing, etc., for the year. We also recommend that

the sum of two hundred dollars, or so much of that amount as may
be necessary, be appropriated towards the expenses of the Summer
Primary School.

The Eighth International Convention.

The Eighth International Sunday-school Convention was held in

the city of Boston, in June last. The representation from this state

was very good, the part assigned to our delegates was important and
in some respects laborious, and the honors conferred upon some of

our representatives can only be accounted for by the exalted place we
occupy as a state, and the exceeding kindness of the delegates from
the other states, provinces and territories. The sessions of the con-
vention were harmonious and deeply spiritual, and the results we be-

lieve will be far reaching and helpful. The work of organization is

extending, and one new star was added to the map, representing the
Canadian Territory of Alberta. Since the convention one more
star has been added representing the Territory of Assiniboa, which
was organized last year. The growth of the work among the colored
people of the south, is rapid and encouraging. In four states and
more than twenty counties there are state and county Associations of
Sunday-school workers, of the colored people. The report of the
Rev. L. B. Maxwell, the Field Worker, made a deeja impression, and
his appeal for help was responded to by the appointment of Rev.
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Silas X. Floyd to be his assistant. Their work is an unqualified
success.

The plan of the International Executive Committee, is to dis-

trict the entire field of North America, and as soon as possible to

place a field worker over each district. To do this the committee
asked for 125,000 j)er annum. The pledges made by states, provin-
ces and territories, including individual pledges, amounted to over
$12,000 per annum, leaving a large sum to be secured. To obtain
this additional amount they urge the states, provinces and territories

to increase their subscriptions, and Mr. Keynolds is now engaged in

securing personal gifts for this purpose. At the convention the
Eepublic of Mexico was admitted to our organization and within
a few months, the first step has been taken to organize that country,
and we may hope that in time the twenty-seven states of Mexico
will be organized. Provision was made for Central America and
Cuba to join us, as soon as the field can be occupied. We have
waited and prayed, and we may soon expect to hear the order, sepa-
rate me a Sunday-school Barnabas and Paul, for this work. "Where-
ever there is complaint of a want of helpers, or of fit helpers in

God's work, prayer has the promise of a supply." "It is in prayer
that the promises wait for their fulfillment, the kingdom for its com-
ing, the glory of God for its full revelation."

Professor Hamill has just returned from a long trip to Colorado,
New Mexico, Arizona, Southern and Northern California, Oregon
and Washington. He had previously visited the north-east as far as

Nova Scotia, and Mr. Eeynolds has been as far as to Newfoundland.
Mr. Hamill will give us brief reports of the field and its great need.
Mr. Meigs, the state secretary of Indiana, with Mrs. Crafts, of

the District of Columbia, have just returned from the conventions
of Alabama, Georgia, Texas, and Louisiana. Mr. Semelroth, of

Missouri, Dr. Merrill, of Minnesota, and Mr. Miller, of Georgia, will

speak of the work in those states. For full details of the Interna-
tional work, we refer to the report of the Boston Convention.

THE N'EW LESSON COMMITTEE.

The International Convention elected a new Lesson Committee,
composed of fifteen members. Eight persons were selected who have
served on previous committees. Eev. Warren Eandolph, D. D., of

Ehode Island, and Mr. B. F. Jacobs, of Illinois, were elected at

Indianapolis in 1872, and have served from the beginning, Eev.
John Potts, D. D., of Ontario, first elected at Atlanta, in 1878,
Eev. A. E. Dunning, D. D., of Massachusetts, Eev B. B. Tyler,
D. D., of Michigan, and Prof. J. I. D. Hinds, of Tennesee, first

elected at Louisville in 1884, Prof. J. S. Stahr. D. D., of Pennsyl-
vania, elected at Pittsburg, in 1890, and Prof J. E. Sampey, D. D.,
of Kentucky, elected in 1895 to fill the vacancy occasioned by the
death of Eev. John A. Broadus, D. D. Seven new members were
chosen, Eev. A. F. Schauffler, D. D., of New York; Bishop H. W.
Warren, D. D. of Colorado; Bishop E. B. Kephart, D. D. of Mary-
land; Eev. Mosheim Ehodes, D. D., of Missouri; Prof. W. W.
Moore, D. D., of Virginia, Mr. John E. Pepper of Tennesee, and
Principal E. I. Eexford, B. A., of Quebec. This committee are to
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serve for six years, and select the lessons for the years from 1900 to

1905 inclusive. By vote of the convention they are uninstracted,

except as to the quarterly temperance lesson. The members of the

new committee, present at the convention, met in Boston,and ar-

ranged for a meeting of the full committee, to be held in Philadel-

phia, in March 1897. They invited the representatives of the de-

nominational publishing houses, the lesson writers, the representa-

tives of the International Primary Union and others to meet the
committee and to make suggestions as to the lessons. A meeting
was held in the rooms of the Young Men's Christian Association, at

which twenty-four representative Sunday-school workers expressed

their views to the lesson committee. At a subsequent meeting of

the committee these suggestions and others from workers in this

country and from other lands were duly considered. The principal

suggestion refers to a separate lesson for the Primary Department.
The committee appointed a sub-committee of five, viz: Rev. A. F.

Schauffler, D. D., of New York, Eev. A. E. Dunning, D. D., of

Massachusetts, Mr. B. F. Jacobs, of Illinois, Mr. John R. Pepper,
of Tennessee and Principal E. I. Rexford, B. A., of Quebec, to con-

fer with primary teachers and others, and to submit to the commit-
tee at a meeting—to be held at Washington in November next, out-

lines for a separate course of lessons for the primary department. At
the Washington meeting, in November next, this important question

will be decided. The decision to be made by the committee, should
express the wish of the Sunday-school workers of the world. We sug-

gest, that an expression be obtained at this convention.
The Lesson Committee realize the great importance of the work

intrusted to them, and sincerely request the prayers of all Sunday-
school workers for their guidance. They are subjected to sharp criti-

cism, sometimes to severe censure, frequently they are charged with
ignorance and old-fogyism, but no one has, as yet, intimated that

they were unfaithful or unwilling to receive suggestions. Some of

the critics are great men, in some departments of learning, but not
all of them are distinguished for practical knowledge of Sunday-
school work, or for their implicit faith in the Bible as the Word of

God, and occasionally some of them intimate that children do not
need to be taught that they are sinners, and thus they make light of

the work of Christ, and the salvation that is only from Him. We
hope and pray that the Sunday-school teachers of Illinois maybe kept
faithful to the Word of God, faithful to Jesus Christ and his precious

work, faithful to the teaching and guidance of the Holy Spirit, and
faithful to the work intrusted to them. All the wisdom of the Egyp-
tians could not have qualified Moses for his great work, and not
every professed teacher, even if he has taken a course of study
and received a diploma from a Board of Examiners, is qualified to

teach the Word of God. And ''there is no more difiicnlty in recog-
nizing the Word of God from the word of man than there is in recog-

nizing the work of God from the work of man." "The words of

God will not only be to us the words of a book, but proceeding from
the mouth of God, they will be spirit and truth, life and power.
They will bring in deed and living experience what are otherwise only
thoughts."
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THE world's third SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONVENTION.

The World's Third Sunday-school Convention was announced to

be held in London^ England, in July of this year, but at the request

of the brethren in England it was postponed, and will be held, D. V.,
during the first week of July, 1898. Other dates have been suggested,

but much the larger number prefer the date named. The representa-

tion from this country will be on the basis of one half the number of

delegates to the International Convention. This will give forty-four

delegates from Illinois. It is not too early to plan for that conven-
tion, and to pray for its success. A look at the field of the whole
world should teach us the necessity of prayer. God has made us inter-

cessors, and placed in our hand the key that unlocks the treasury.

A critic has recently asked, "What is the church doing ?" and we
must answer the question. ''We do not live close enough to God,
and are not enough entirely given up to His service and kingdom to

be capable of the confidence that He will give in answer to our
prayers." In view of all His promises, and all that He has done,

shall we not form a prayer circle and ask in Jesus' name for great

things ? Every teacher knows the power of example. He not only

tells the child what to do, but shows him how to do it. "Jesus has
opened a school, in which He trains those who specially desire it, to

have power in prayer." Let us pray for each other, and for all the

world. We may sometimes think that spiritual results come from
our efforts, but a closer examination will lead us to admit that

all power is from God. It is the Holy Spirit who alone gives energy
to the Word, and power to the worker, and "if there is one thing on
earth that we can be sure of, it is this, that the Father desires to have
us filled with His Spirit." This is promised to the obedient. As we
go into the prayer closet, let us for Monday take China, and ask to

see it in the light of the great commission. On Tuesday take Japan,
where the schools opened by our missionaries, and buildings erected

with our contributions are taken by others, and the Bible is excluded.

On Wednesday take India, and see her people dying from the plague
and famine. On Thursday take Turkey, Armenia and Greece, and
ask, "How long, Lord, how long ?" On Friday take all the bal-

ance of Europe, and look at the concert of the powers, and the dis-

cord of the people. On Saturday take Africa, and the restless pro-

vinces of France, England, Germany, and the Boers, and hear the

cry of our brethren for help. On the Lord's Day take all South
America, and think what we ought to do; then, day by day, take our
own country. State by State ; then take Illinois, county by county,

and school by school, and let our cry for help and. for power to do th<»

work of God, ascend to Him who sitteth on the throne, and who has

said, "All power is given unto me in heaven and on earth." "The
baptism of the Spirit (John 14:16), the manifestation of the Son
(John 14:21), the indwelling of the Father (John 14:23), the abiding

in Christ's love (John 15:10), the privilege of His holy friendship

(John 15:14), and the power of all-prevailing prayer (John 15:16) all

wait for the obedient."

For the Executive Committee,

B. F. JACOBS, Chairman.
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SECOND DAY. WEDNESDAY, MAY 12.

MORNING SESSION.

The early prayer meeting at six o'clock was well attended, and

proved a most interesting and profitable meeting.

At 8 o'clock the ''Workers' Conference" was called to order and

opened with prayer by Mr. W. B. Jacobs. Mr. Jacobs announced the

topics and fittingly introduced the speakers.

SCHOOL VISITATION.

H. E. LuFKiN, President Union Co. S. S. Association.

There is greet need of encouraging the workers; it is absolutely

necessary to the life of the schools. This lies altogether perhaps in

the hands of the township and county officers. The county officers

are supposed to be efficient in the work and township officers should

be trained for the work they have to do. During the past three

months I have been very much interested in carrying new methods
and plans into the rural districts. Our schools are not in the best

condition possible, but can be vastly improved through faithful visi-

tation by township and county officers. You would be surprised to

see with what avidity they take up these new plans in districts where
apparently no officer has ever before visited them. A lady came to

me after I had visited her community, exhibited the Trumpet Call,

the Sunday-school Times and Peloubet's Notes, and had quite a talk

with me about the cost and where they could be obtained. I find

very lamentable ignorance about the state work. I was in a precinct

the other day and the people wanted to know what this state work
was. The precinct president had talked with them about taking an
offering for the state work, and at once some one wanted to know
what the state work was, and what it meant. It had never been ex-

plained to them. I was able to give them the necessary information

for their encouragement. The only way of preserving the life of

these schools and to establish schools in many places is to do this

hand to hand and heart to heart work. Although I have been inter-

ested in Sunday-school work for sometime, it has not been along the

line of County and Township work. More and more as I attempt to

do the work I see the importance of school visitation and the impor-

tance of the preparation and training of those who are nominally

under me, that they may bring the better methods into their schools.

I have visited several schools in our county which have never known
anything of this kind of work; our organization has been very weak
and ineffective, and this visitation will strengthen it if anything will.
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I feel that new power can be put into any line of Sunday-school ac-

tivity by this simple personal work. Let us prepare ourselves and try

to prepare our township officers for this work, and then see that they

do it.

TOWNSHIP CONVENTIONS.

Chas. S. Watson, President De Witt Co. S. S. Association.

All feel the importance of the Township Convention; we go to

the State Convention to get something to carry to our County and
Township meetings, and at the Township Convention we get some-

thing to carry directly to the individual school.

The first thing in a Township Convention is to have a specific

purpose; the president of the township and the county officers must
know what they want to accomjilish in their county and in each town-
ship.

I wish to direct attention to four points which I think a Town-
ship Convention should accomplish. First, Gathering and scattering

information. Second, Encouraging the workers. Third, Getting

the co-joperation of all Christians. Fourth, Better study, better

teaching and better plans of work. The responsibility of the town-
ship work must be felt by the township workers. The President can-

not hold a convention by himself. Get the Township Executive

Committee, the Township President, Vice-President and Secretary

and the Superintendents of the schools in that township to have a

"conference" about the work and pray over it, and in this conference

set the date of the Township convention; then carefully consider the

topics. The next thing is a second conference for prayer, and to

complete the program. Then have a conference of prayer the night

before the convention is held. If the Township Executive Commit-
tee engage in earnest prayer for the township convention, it is sure to

be a convention that will lift up. One of the specific plans of this

convention should be the gathering and scattering of information,

including the statistics of Sunday-school work in the township.

Many people in a township don't know the work that is being done
until they learn of it in the township convention.

2. The next thing, encourage the workers. There are many
workers, especially in township work, who say "I am discouraged."

Give then a word of encouragement; that is what this convention

should give.

3. Secure the co-operation of all Christians, especially in house
to house visitation about which we have just heard. Appoint your

visitation committee if you choose, and let them go out and get the

Christians in. Then talk of the Home Department work and thus

secure the co-operation of all Christians in reaching those not inter-

ested in the Sunday-school.

4. One of the most practical points is to secure better study.

"We can talk in these conventions about Normal Drills and Loyal

Army plans ; how to teach a lesson, how to prepare it, and how to

get the most out of the class, and many other practical methods of

work. Last Sunday we were out in a country school house about
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twelve miles from Clinton. There was a conference held and the

question was asked, "What is the best thing in our school?" One
person said "A good superintendent." The next one said they had
a good attendance. Another said they had splendid music. Another
one said ''The younger scholars in my school study better than
the older pupils." Another said "The Loyal Army plan is the best

thing I have in my school." Another said "We have had twelve

conversions in my school." That is what such a conference will bring
out.

The Chairman: Brother Hart of Christian County is not able

to be with us, but we are to have his paper just the same. Brother

Wetzel will read it.

BANNER TOWNSHIPS.
H. P. Hart, President Christian Co. S. S. Association.

The object of having a banner township in our County Sunday-
school work is to promote systematic and efficient work on the part
of the township president and secretary. As a preliminary step, all

the township and county officers are expected to attend and take part
in our annual conference, which is held early in April. At that time
the township work is mapped out, convention dates fixed and program
discussed. Suggestive programs are furnished each county and town-
ship officers; and our "Annual Visitation Blanks" are furnished to

each Township President. This blank reads as follows:

Christian" County S. S. Association.

TOWNSHIP president's ANNUAL REPORT OF VISITATION OF
SUNDAY SCHOOLS OF

Township

Name of School . .

.

Name of Sup't . . .

.

P. 0. Address
Name of Secretary.

P. 0. Address

STATISTICAL.

School is held months in a year.

Officers and Teachers Scholars

.

Total Average attendance
Received into Church from S. S
Amount Benevolent Contributions

PROGRESSIVE WORK.

Any teachers' meetings? House to house visitation?

Maps? Charts Blackboard? Library?
Any picture lessons for primary class? Does Secretary have
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a complete enrollment of the school? Do teachers have class

books? Is school increasing? Is lesson reviewed by
Sup't? Any Normal Class? Home Department?
Loyal Army Methods? Bible drills? Does school favor
written Quarterly Reviews? What does this school need?

What line of progressive work is Superintendent taking up this

year
Eemarks

SUGGESTIONS.

If this school is prospering and progressive yon should commend
it heartily. In case nothing is being done to advance the interests of

the school in any line of progressive work, ask for a conference of

oflBcers and teachers right away at the close of the school. Show
what is being done in other schools in the county; try to stimulate a
desire for better things. Have the superintendent and teachers com-
mit themselves to take up some of the simpler lines of progress.

Any school can take up Bible drills or written quarterly reviews. It

will stimulate teachers as well as scholars with a desire to have a

better and more accurate knowledge of the Bible. Our county mot-
to for 1897 is ''Push Things.''

Mail the several reports when visitation is completed. If town-
ship is large get your secretary to assist. Eeports are due June 15th.

Mes. E. a. Chapman, H. P. Hart,
Secretary. President.

It will be seen at once that the president has a definite object in

view in visiting each school, and that is to ascertain its exact condi-

tion, note defects and make an effort at least to remedy them.
In case the visitation blanks are not returned at the time specified,

the County President knows the township officers are not doing their

duty. This gives him an excellent opportunity to use his influence

in favor of more efficient officers being selected at the next annual
election at the Township Convention.

The township president knows that in order to have his township
reported in the banner list at the coming County Convention, four

requisites are necessary: 1st. Every .school must be visited. 2nd.

A convention or institute must be held sometime during the year.

3rd. A report must be had from every school. 4th. An offering

for state and county work must be given from each school. This re-

quires the active co-operation and faithful work from the president

and secretary as well as that of the superintendent and secretary of

the respective schools.

As a further incentive to faithful work, township officers are

notified beforehand that the results of their work, be it much or lit-

tle, will be placed on a large chart four by six feet and displayed at

the County Convention where the public can see just how the work
in each township stands. This chart exhibits in large letters the

name of the township and the name of each school with a complete
or incomplete report just as it has been sent to the county president

and secretary.
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Eesults.—At our County Convention in 1895 we had four ban-

ner townships reported; in 1896 there were nine banner townships out

of the seventeen in the county. At the convention last year, during

the first day's session, one township president who had been somewhat
dilatory, took the county president one side and asked him if his

township report could be completed and placed on the banner side

of the wall, as he had the reports all in as well as the annual offer-

ings. He was promptly accommodated, the reports were placed on
the chart at once and the township transferred to the banner side.

This township officer's pride was touched when he saw such splendid

reports from other townshijjs and he is now doing faithful and effi-

cient work during the current year. Last year one township was left

without an active president by reason of sickness, and the secretary,

a young man in his teens, wrote and inquired what he could do to

have his township jDlaced in the banner column. He was told to as-

sume entire responsibility and perform the duties of both president

and secretary. He responded promptly, visited every school, secured

annual reports and offerings, held a convention and had the satisfac-

tion of seeing his township placed in the banner list for the first

time, and this faithful young man received the warmest commenda-
tions for his efficiency at the County Convention from the county
president.

As an auxiliary to all this, as the several township conventions

are held, they are reported in the county papers, and ample credit is

given to all township officers for faithful work. For those who do

little or nothing no criticism is offered save that of silence. There
may be some counties so hapj)ily blessed with efficient township offi-

cers, that all this would be entirely unnecessary, but it is very prob-

able that some outside pressure in behalf of township officers in

nearly every county in the state is urgently needed.

COUXTY SUXDAY SCHOOL COXFEREXCES.

X. L. Crout, Secretary Richland Co. S. S. Association.

Mr. Presidext axd Fellow Workers :—I am glad that what I

shall say is to be addressed to a body of workers, but I am compelled

to add that I know of no royal road to success, no short cut or easy

methods of securing county conferences. Whatever success we have
been able to obtain has been by hard work and by keeping persistently

at it.

In our county we hold two conferences each year, one in February
and one in August. About two weeks prior to the date of the con-

ference, as coanty secretary, I write to all the county and township
officers, and to many pastors, stating the time and place for holding

the conference, suggesting some things that may come up for consid-

eration, that they may give them some thought, and urge upon each
one to be present, but if for any reason they cannot do so to send
some one to represent them.

At the February conference we decide upon program, time and
place for holding a convention in each township. The blackboard is

brought into use ; on it we place the name of each township, where
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and when the convention will be held. Every one present is asked to

take a copy of it. Thus each person leaves there a walking advertise-

ment for every convention to be held in the county. We also take
the names of the different workers and the conventions they will

agree to attend, in addition to their own. Thus township workers
develop into county workers, enlarging their field;of usefulness. For
the past two years we have used a uniform program all over the coun-
ty, and endeavored to make instruction a prominent feature, elimin-

ating common-place, worn out, threadbare subjects.

The presentation of a normal lesson at each convention during
this time has been the means of interesting and enlisting with us a
great many young people who are fast developing into our most act-

ive, efficient workers. The first year it was hard to secure leaders, the
county officers having to do all this work. This year, wherever we
have a strong normal class, we find competent workers that we have
used when making up the program, with good results.

At our conference in August we plan for the county convention,
which we hold in October. Decide upon program, time and place,

and all go away talking county convention. About five weeks prior

to the convention the secretary notifies all schools of the time and
place, and asks for reports, pledges and offerings. Three weeks later

programs are sent out and a circular letter, with five blank delegate

certificates are sent to all schools. The letter calls attention to such
subjects as will be given special prominence on the jirogram, makes
mention of the workers that will be present, and urges each school to

select five delegates, fill out the certificates, give them to the delegates

with instruction to retain and present them to the committee on en-

tertainment on their arrival at the convention. By using this plan
last year we doubled the attendance at our convention over that of

the preceding year.

I might add that we also found from our experience, that in addi-

tion to constantly agitating the matter by conversation and correspon-

dence, the best method of calling the attention to and interesting the
public in the convention, was a liberal use of the local newspapers.
We began by publishing an account of the conference stating where
and when the convention would be held, and followed it up by each
week having something relating to the convention; for instance, we
gave an account of the organization of the local workers and the ap-

pointment of the various committees, asked schools to make out their

reports and send delegates, pastors and superintendents to announce
and urge attendance. One week prior we published the program in

full. Eesult.—God blessed our efforts and we had one of the best

conventions ever held in the county.

At 9:00 President Fuller took the chair. ''It is well with my
soul" was sung.

The convention read responsively the ITth to the 36th verses of the

20th chapter of Acts, followed with prayer by Rev. Dr. Klene.

"Open the Door for the Children'' was sung.

The President announced the first topic as follows :
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A METHOD OF BIBLE STUDY.

KEY. DB. \rKTtRTT.T.

The Sunday-school teacher is an artist in character. He is to re-

produce in his pupils the likeness of Jesus Christ by the use of the
Word. Therefore he needs to know three things : the Savior whom
he is to reproduce, the human nature in which He is to be represent-

ed, and the tool with which the representation is to be accomplished;
his Savior, his scholar and his Bible. These daily Bible studies are

to help you know your Bible better. The "Method of Four Steps"
is a method of personal Bible study where successive steps are indi-

cated by the term Material, Study, Orgaxizatigx, Teaching.
In the first step the lesson is placed before the mind, and before the
eye on paper, in its detailed items.

The second step is taken with the aid of all "helps," histor-

ical, critical and otherwise, when each particular item of material is

in its particular turn studied and investigated.

With the third step, the material now thoroughly studied and un-
derstood, is gathered together in one or two compact sentences, that
may be one's permanent possession. The fourth and last step asks
**\7hat is the teaching of this Scripture ?'' Xot so much an inquiry
as to what religious suggestions come from portions of the lesson as

about the teaching which the Holy .Spirit intended in the record.

This particular method of study which we name the "Method of
Four Steps," is commended to our use on two grounds among others:

The Method of Four Steps is the method by which people, and
we among the rest, attain results and come to certainty in all other
departments of inquiry.

The Method of Four Steps secures to every one who will use it

with no appliances necessary beyond the Bible, paper and pencil,

results which can be his very own, of which he can say, "This is

mine, I know it is so. I found it out for myself."
A test and proof of this can be had in the application of the

method to the twenty-third Psalm.
"The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want." How many per-

sons are spoken of in that verse? Two.
The first, Jehovah, the other me. The title is ".Jehovah and I."

"VThat relation? .Jehovah and I. They did know something back
in those early days about religion. The writer of this psalm testifies

that he knew something about religion, and now at the end of this

nineteenth century we have got no farther than this, personal reli-

gion.

What is the first relation in which the singer thinks of Jehovah?
Shepherd. Then he says, "I shall not want." He goes on to tell us
about .Jehovah as shepherd. He "maketh me to lie down." There
are some of the lost sheep who would not He down if he did not
make them. Maketh them lie down where? In green pastures.

He leadeth me beside the still waters. If he leads, what then
shall I do? I follow.

What then .-' "He restoreth my soul."

What has been the condition of one whose life has been restored ?

Sick.
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When he restores my life how am I then ? WTioJe.

"He leadeth in the right path."
What do the sheep do? Go.

"With me through the valley of the shadow of death." / walk
mithout fear.

Who prepares a table ? Jehovah. What is his relation to me ?

ffosi. What now am I ? Guest. Where ? ''In the presence of my
enemies." What kind of a guest am I ? Triumphant, anointed,

honored.
Fills my cup. What kind of a guest? Satisfied.

What does the psalmist say are going to follow him? Goodness
and mercy. What then ? I will dweU in the house of the Lord
forever.

Xow we have our material before us. We have taken the song
and broken it up into bits.

We pass at once to the summary. What do you think is the dom-
inant note of this psalm, upward or downward, sadness or praise ?

Praise to .Jehovah.

Hebrew lyric poetry differs from the lyric poetry of the ages in

just this : The poetry of the nations praises man, Hebrew poetry
praises Jehovah.

You remember that magnificent charge of Balaklava which Ten-
nyson has immortalized in his song. There is a Hebrew story not one
whit less than that—When David was at war, he said. Oh that one
would give me drink of the water from the well at home, from the
well of Betlilehem that is at the gate, where I used to drink. And
his three mighty men heard his word, and drew their swords right

and left, broke "through the host of Philistines and reached the well,

drew the vessel full of water and brought it to David: but he would
not drink of it but poured it out before the Lord. He said, It is the
price of blood. Why is this not enshrined in verse? It is the differ-

ence in the Hebrew lyrics and the poetry of the nations. Hebrew
poetry praises Jehovah, other poetry the men of the world.

The .23rd Psalm praises .Jehovah as Shepherd and Host:
Shepherd Host
Protection Provision.

How long does it appear that the protection and provision is go-
ing to last ? What is the extent, the quantity of the protection and
provision? Abundant. Forever.

In these relations the psalmist has found abiding and abundant
protection and provision.

We now come to the last step of our method, teaching. The 23rd
Psalm won't be our very own until in this summary, in place of the
psalmist we are able to say "I." When we have done that we have
gotten the teaching of the 2dT<l Psalm.

Jehovah's sheep are branded, branded twice, in the ear and in the

foot. Ear mark—Hear. Foot mark—Follow me.
Suppose one doubts, suppose you are teaching this to some one

who is not sure? If Jehovah is my host, I am his guest. What is

the first thing absolutely necessary to be anybody's guest? To have
an invitation. Who has the invitation? Everybody. It is a personal

invitation, no doubt about it. Tau have a personal invitation. What
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is the next thing to do? Accept it, accept it in a decent, a respect-

ful way. You would not go on the invitation if you had omitted al-

together the decent formality of accepting that invitation. If you
have one and have accepted it courteously and decently, have sent

word back to Jehovah, "I have accepted it, I will go," then go and
act like a guest. How does the guest act? Jehovah is host, he
speaks; you the guest will liste?i. He speaks again, and you listen,

and the ear mark begins to grow.
You are at the table and as the host speaks he says something

that he wants his guest to do, and you because you are his guest, go

and do it. He says something again, and you go and do it. And so

having received the invitation and decently responded to it, and
carrying yourself as a guest (the ear and foot mark) you have a right

to put in the summary "1" instead of the singer.

The 23rd Psalm praises Jehovah as Shepherd and Host. In these

relations / find in him abiding and abundant protection and pro-

vision.

JEHOVAH AND I.

Jehovah my Shejjherd.
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EEPORT OF TREASURER.

R. W. Hake.

I have two suggestions to make, both of which have been made be-

fore, but not carried out. First, we need a division of the executive

committee, so we can have three members for a finance committee.

Second, it was agreed that the treasurer should have a little help in

the way of stenographic service. That has never been done. I

haven't an idea of who my successor will be as the committee has re-

ported no nomination except for president, but whoever he is I hope
the executive committee will give to him these two helps. The back-

ing of a finance committee, also allow $100 or perhaps $150 a year

for such clerical or stenographic work as may be necessary in con-

ducting his department.

Mr. B. F. Jacobs: All in favor say ''Aye."

The convention heartily responded ''Aje."

Mr. Hare: I have one other thing to say before I call attention

to the report. The Executive Committee's report recommended that

we raise $10,000. That is good, but hardly good enough for Illinois.

If we can get the counties and individuals who are in the habit of

pledging at the state convention to pledge $10,000, well and good;

but we want in addition at least $2,000 raised from individuals who
have not become interested in our work, and who are not contribut-

ing to its support. I believe if we had a finance committee out of

the executive committee that we would be able to raise that $2,000,

because if we are going to use Brothers Pearce and Miller wholly in

conventions and Normal Institute work, we shall not be satisfied, and I

speak as a member of the Executive Committee, unless we employ at

least two additional workers to devote their time to Sunday-school mis-

sionary work in some of our neglected counties, in reaching the homes
and in organizing new schools. My report is as follows :

R. W. Hake, Treasurer, in account with Illinois State S. S. Association.

1 Dist. Cook County $2,044 00
Rev. J. Clayton Youker 10 00
Mr. and Mrs. C. D. Fuller 10 00
Central Park Presbyterian S. S 5 00
W. C. Pearce 25 00
E. 0. Excell 100 00
Mrs. A. Murfey 5 00
Rev. Clayton K. Powell 5 00
Mary I. Bragg 10 00
J. J. Bateson 10 00
Chicago PrimaryUnion (for International) 17 00
John Whitson 5 00
Kenwood Evangelical S. S 25 00
C. L. Peyton 15 00

2,286 00

Du Page 43 GO
Mrs. Edith Burnham 10 00

53 00

Grundy 55 00
Mrs. Mary Eldred 5 00

60 00

6
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Lake 65 00

Lake County Institute 25 21
90 21

Will
A. E. Wimmer 10 00

Henry H. Berry 5 00
15 00

Total 1st District 3,504 21

2 Dist. Boone 55 00

De Kalb 60 00

De Kalb County Institute 31 50

Mrs. James Harrison 1 00

M. F. Spoor 10 00

C. S. Spaulding 2 00
104 50

Kane 100 00

Mr. and Mrs. K. A. Burnell 10 00
110 00

Kendall 15 00

McHenry 60 00

Winnebago 150 00

J. W. Hart 5 00

Mrs. C. H. Burlingame 5 00

Mr. and Mrs. M. S. Parmele 5 00
165 00

Total 2nd District 509 50

3 Dist. Carroll 57 90

Jo Daviess 30 00
Miss Carrie A. Odell 5 00

35 00
Lee 100 00

Ogle 100 00

A. C. Grube 1 00
Joel Myers 2 00

103 00
Stephenson 50 00

Stephenson County Institute 13 86
63 86

Whiteside 132 00

I. M. Philips 5 00
137 00

Total 3rd District 496 76

4 Dist. Henry 50 00
H. T. Lay 50 00

100 00
Knox 50 00

Brush Creek Union S. S 11 66
61 66

Mercer *.
. 75 00

Mercer County Institute 20 00
Miss Deborah P. Cummins 5 00

100 00
Rock Island 65 00

Stark 55 00
Mrs. E. McKenzie 1 00

56 00
Total 4th District 382 66
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5 Dist. La Salle 125 00
La Salle County Institute 37 50

162 50

Marshall 50 00

Putnam

Total 5th District 212 50

6 Dist. Ford 75 00
Guthrie Union S. S 4 84

79 84

Iroquois 100 00
Iroquois County Institute 22 40
Rev. Geo, B. Safford 5 00

127 40

Kankakee 100 00
Kankakee County Institute 25 57
Mrs. K. S. McKinney 5 00
Agnes Kerr (for Primary Department) . . 1 50

133 07

Livingston 100 00
J. E. Bangs 1 00

101 00

McLean 150 00
McLean County Institute 35 00
T.J.Storey 5 00
J. P. Edgar 1 00

, 191 00
• Total 6th District 631 31

7 Dist. Fulton 100* 00
J. W. Quillin 1 00
R. W. David 5 00

106 00

Peoria 100 00
Peoria County Institute 10 00
Wm. Reynolds 100 00

210 00

Tazewell 35 23

Woodford 30 00

Total 7th District. 381 28

8 Dist. Hancock 47 00
Mrs. C. M. McMillan 1 00

48 00

Henderson 50 00

McDonough 82 50
McDonough County Institute 20 00

102 50
Warren 75 00

Total 8th District 275 50

9 Dist. Adams

Brown 65 00
Mary Lucas 80

65 80
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Cass 60 00
Eb. Spink 1 00

61 00

Pike 50 00

Schuyler 60 00

R. H. Griffith 10 00
70 00

Total 9th District 246 80

10 Dist. Calhoun 19 56

Green 45 00

Jersey ;

Hattie Evart 1 00
1 00

Macoupin 50 00

Morgan 150 00
Prof. H. M. Hamill 75 00

225 00

Scott 24 00

Total 10th District 364 56

11 Dist. Christian 60 00
Christian County Institute 37 00
H. A. Flock 1 00

98 00

Logan 28 00

Mason 50 00

Menard 45 00
Mrs. M. F. Hurst 5 00

• 50 00

Montgomery 76 00

Sangamon

Total 11th District 302 00

12 Dist. DeWitt 80 00
De Witt County Institute 12 32
Clinton Presbyterian S. S 10 00
W. B. Rundle 25 00
Chas. S. Watson '. 25 00
Mrs. E. D. Knight 5 00

157 32

Macon 100 00
Macon County Institute 22 00
J. R. Gorin 5 00
P. P. Laughlin 1 00
W. T. Beadles 1 00

129 00

Moultrie , ,

Moultrie County Institute

Piatt
Bement Presbyterian S. S

40 00
8 00
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Shelby 79 75
Shelby County Institute 10 00

C. L.Smith 25
90 00

Total 12th District 486 03

13 Dist. Champaign 28 76
C. P. Graham 1 00
C. E. Percival 1 00

30 76

Clark 55 00
Clark County Institute 15 00
J. W. Knox 1 00

71 00
Coles 37 00

Cumberland 40 00
R. C. Willis 10 00

50 00

Douglass 75 00

Edgar 125 00
Edgar County Institute 28 00
Miss E. R. Castle 3 00
Geo. W. Miller 15 00

171 00

Vermilion 100 00
D. F. Selver 1 00

101 00
Total 13th District 535 76

14 Dist. Crawford 30 00

EflBLngham 25 00

Fayette 65 00

Jasper 10 00

Total 14th District 130 00

15 Dist. Clay 9 75

Lawrence 25 00
Lawrence County Institute 5 31

30 31

Marion 25 00

Richland 35 00
Richland County Institute 9 00

44 00
Total 15th District 109 06

16 Dist. Bond 50 00

Clinton 25 00

Madison 25 00

Monroe 10 00

St. Clair 70 00

Washington 35 00
Washington County Institute 12 00

47 00
Total 16th District 227 00
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17 Dist. Franklin 2 00

Jackson 50 00

Jefferson 20 87

Perry 35 00
Mrs. T. E. Spilman 1 00

36 00

Randolph 25 00
Randolph County Institute 23 00
Pleasant Ridge Union S. S. (Rockwood) 2 10

50 10

Williamson
Total 17th District

18 Dist. Edwards 30 00
Rev. Wm. Curtis 1 00

31 00

Hamilton

Wabash 25 00

Wayne 25 00

White 4100
Total 18th District

19 Dist. Gallatin 25 00

Hardin 1 91

Pope 15 00

Saline 8 00

Total 16th District

20 Dist. Alexander

Johnson 16 00

Massac

Pulaski 20 67

Union 25 00
Morrisonville Union S. S 2 50 27 50

Total 20th District

Total from 92 Counties and Individ-
uals (including Institutes) $8

Collection at Champaign 22 35
p. M. 3 41

J. H. Blaine 25
Profits on Normal Books 206 7.7

State Reports 6 76

Total Receipts from all sources 8,

To Balance from last Report

$8,

158 97

122 00

49 91

64 17

189 93

239 54

429 47
167 12

596 59
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DISBURSEMENTS.

Convention Expenses 230 90
Office Rent ... . 250 02
Salaries and Expenses—Secretaries and State Workers 5,888 95
Postage, Telegrams, Express, Exchange, &c 115 79
Printing 147 85
Primary Workers Services and Expenses 112 46
Conference Reports 10 00

Stationery 1 00
International S. S. Primary Union 17 00

International S. S. Association 1500 00

Expenses State Workers to Boston Convention 199 80

8,473 77
Balance on hand 122 82

$8,596 59

«
.

Respectfully submitted,

Chicago, May 12th, 1S97. R. W. Hare, Treasurer.

Mr. B. F. Jacobs: I move that an auditing committee be ap-

pointed from the floor to examine the treasurer's report to see that

it is correct.

Seconded and carried.

The following gentlemen were designated to serve on said commit-

tee: H. E. Lufkin, Union County; Phillip Kuhl, Cass County; J.

W. Quillin, Fulton County.

Mr. E. H. Griffith, of Schuyler County; Mr. A. H. Mills, of Macon;

Mr. T. Blanchard, of Perry; Mr. J. A. L. Scott, of Wayne; and Mr.

Wm. McBurney, of Shelby, were appointed a committee on the Exe-

cutive Committee's report.

Mr. B. F. Jacobs: We have now come to the time to express

our confidence in this worif, and our gratitude to God. I haven't

the slightest doubt about our getting all the money we really need.

It is about the easiest thing in the world to get money for Jesus

Christ's work if we do it in the right way and if we have the right

spirit. Do you know how they gave at the beginning of the Chris-

tian church? They did not have to wait. One man came in and

said, "I have so much, take all of it, it belongs to Him anyhow."

And Barnabas said, I have a farm over there in Cyprus, a very good

farm too, just put that in; I guess you can use it somewhere in your

work." We claim to be the descendents of those people in the line

of the succession of grace. One man said ''You don't expect to raise

as much money this year as you did last, do you?" I said "Do you

think we are going down hill or up? " It don't take much of energy to

slide down hill, but it takes muscle and vim to go up stream. He
replied "We have had hard times in Illinois." Think of India!
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They have had the plague there sweeping them off by the thousands;

they have the famine there, which will take hundreds of thousands

more; do you think we have had hard times in Illinois?

A few moments were spent in silent prayer, and then pledge cards

were passed and gathered showing the following:

Pli

Cook
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Personal Pledges for 1897-8.

Cook Co., W. B. Jacobs $ 25 00 Menard Co., Chas Mott 5 00
W. C. Pearce 25 00 DeWitt Co., Chas. S. Watson.

.

25 00
JohnFarsoa 25 00 " W. B. Rundle 25 00
Mary I. Bragg 15 00 " Presby. S.S. Clintoa 10 00
E. T. MacAlpine ... 5 00 Moultrie Co., C. A. Right 5 00
Rev. C. K. Powell.

.

5 00 Clark Co., Chas. E. Schenck. .

.

5 00
A.T.Arnold 2 00 " John W. Knox 100

Lake Co., M. Mae Simpson 1 00 Coles Co., Jackson Anderson. . . 25 00
De Kalb Co., J. N. Bedford. .

.

5 00 Cumberland Co., R. C. Willis... 10 00
Kane Co., Mr. and Mrs. K. A. Edgar Co., G. W. Miller 25 00

Bumell 10 00 " Rev. F. Walthall. ..

.

5 00
Winnebago Co., O. R. Brouse.. 5 00 " Second Baptists. S.

Henry Co., H. T. Lay 50 00 Paris 2 00
Rev. C. A. Moore.. 5 00 Perry Co., Mr. and Mrs. Town-

Stark Co.. Mrs. E. McKenzie.. 2 00 send Blanchard... 5 00
Iroquois Co., Rev. G. B. Safford 5 00 " Chas. YeBling 1 00
Cass Co., W. S. Rearick 10 00 Randolph Co., A. L. Wilson. .

.

5 00
J. J. Bergen 5 00 " T. B. Stephenson 1 00
Philip Kuhl 5 00 Edwards Co., W. E. Buxton. .

,

5 00
E.Spink 100 " Rev. Wm. Curtis 100

Scott Co., Christian S. S., Win- White Co., J. E. Willis 5 00
Chester 5 00 " Presby. S. S., Carmi 5 00

Menard Co., Daniel Ziegler 10 00 Saline Co., R. P. Jones 5 00
Mrs. Mary F. Hurst 6 00

SECOND DAY, AFTERNOON SESSION

The Scripture lesson was read by J. E. Miller, from the 35th

chapter of Isaiah. Ex-Presideut Willis offered prayer.

PEIMAflY UNIONS: WHAT THEY ARE AND HOW TO
ORGANIZE THEM.

Mrs. W. J. Semblroth, St. Louis.

I think one of the most beautiful paintings of any of the old

m.asters is Plockhurst's " Suffer Little Children." Do you recall

the picture ? The Savior is seated beside a well and a little child is

in his arms ; his hand is resting gently on the head of the child. In
the distance you catch a glimpse of the stern faces of the Apostles.

As you look at the Savior's face you can almost hear the words fall

from his lips,. " Suffer little children to come unto me ;" and as

you look into the faces of those mothers you can almost hear a sigh

of satisfaction, ''Well, we did get here after all, did'nt we?" We
can imagine how Rebecca would say to Sarah : "1 tried to get little

Samuel in there, but it seems impossible to get through that crowd;"
and how Sarah would say :

" I tried, too ; what shall we do ?" I can
imagine one proud mother saying, " Come, let us all go together

;

let us join hands and see what we can do." And then I see them
going in one strong, united body, pressing their way right through
that crowd and bringing their little ones to Jesus. Friends, this

picture story has its parallel in our land today. Think just a
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moment of the individnal mothers and teachers in every community
who have been struggling to bring their own little children to the
Savior's feet! How often we have heard them say, '^I am so dis-

couraged ! It just seems as if I can do nothing with them ! I don't
believe I know how to teach little children, I have so little success
with them. I feel ready to give it up !" Then, one teacher says,
'' Why not let us get together and talk it all over and find the best
way to bring these little ones to Jesus ? So, joining hands, a united
band here and there, they get all the teachers of the little children,
with the mothers, too, into one strong body with one purpose and
mind and heart, meeting in one place at the same time. As we look
at this picture we see Jesus sitting in the midst holding a little child
in his arms and the teachers sitting in little groups about his feet

looking up into his face, as the words fall from his lips, ''Don't
stand in the way of the children, but come and study this little child
with me and let -me teach you how, tenderly and carefully, to unfold
his little life." This, friends, is the Primary Teachers' Union, a
weekly meeting of teachers from each and every denomination,
meeting together in one strong band for mutual study and help-
fulness.

But our Primary Union is more than that, more than coming to-

gether and building up each teacher's individual faith and indi-
vidual power. The Sunday-school lessons are taught to teachers as

children, from a child's standpoint. This gives them an opportunity,
you see, to make believe they are children, and I am sure if you
could hear some of the grown-up answers some of these make-be-
lieve children give, you would appreciate the exercise. If the Prim-
ary Union does nothing else than to put a primary teacher into the
attitude of a little child for an hour each week, compelling her to

think and feel as a little child, it is of great worth.
But it does more than that. It trains teachers to teach by hav-

ing them teach the lessons, at these meetings of the Primar|^ Union.
Many teachers, before their advent into the Primary Union, simply
took the lesson leaves and consulted, and then took their gleanings
before their classes; but when they joined the Primary Union they
realized the necessity of careful and definite study in their work, and
have been made to see, for the first time, that a lesson has parts, a
beginning and middle and end, and that those parts must be put to-

gether in such a way as to fasten them together in order to make a
proper lesson. In this way it has helped our teachers very much by
training them for their special work and by giving them opportunity
to practice teaching, and has given them an assurance in their work
and has developed them. I remember one of the teachers of the St.

Louis Union saying she never would forget the first lesson she taught
in a primary teachers' union. She said she never taught such a

splendid lesson to her class before; that she never knew how to take
a lesson and put it together before. She was just beginnihg to feel

that she must work by some method and it came to her in that one
lesson which she taught in the primary teachers' union.

Another feature in connection with the work is the conference,
or topic discussions, affording the teachers an opportunity to con-
sider the various conditions of their work, what they have to meet
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in their work. I suppose there are superintendents who think the

primary teacher does not need a special meeting of her own; that

she can get all she needs at the Teachers^ Meeting. Perhaps they

think they can introduce some of these special features into the

Teachers' Meeting ; but this is not probable, because other teachers

would say, " That is useless to us, how to take up a collection, sing a

song, and all that." Where, then, shall the primary teacher learn

these things, except in the special meeting where these teachers are

brought together seeking to know the same things. In this connec-

tion I want to say a word in reference to a little Union organized in

our State. The Union was organized with only seven teachers; two

of those teachers had separate rooms; the remaining five said: "What
is the use of our coming in this Union; we can't have separate places

for our classes, and of course we cannot do as these other teachers do

in their work?" We said, "Come in with us and see what you would

do if you had a class room of your own." So they came in. What
was the result of that? Today there are five separate primary rooms

in that little town. This was the result of topic discussion. Those

teachers came and heard the two teachers tell how they taught and

sung in their separate rooms, and how they could conduct special ex-

ercises when they had the children by themselves; then, of course,

the others wanted separate places, and they went to work and got

them.
Now we come to the second part of our subject, and that is How

to Organize Primary Teachers' Unions. The great difficulty seems

to be to make the teachers realize that there is a special need of the

Primary Union, and to appreciate its value deeply enough to give

time to it. You know how it is! There are so many clubs, so much
going on, that the teachers say, "I have my lesson leaves, I use those,

and I cannot give time to the Union." This is due largely, I think,

to the low conception teachers and superintendents have of their work.

They must be made to realize the possibilities of this work, and
hence, its importance. Something must be done to show them what
it means to teach little children before a Primary Organization can

be effected or carried on intelligently. How are we going to bring

this about? Oftentimes the information can come through our State

and County Conventions. For instance, in our State, Missouri, just

a year ago, we held our Convention at Jefferson City, in August. At
that time our State Primary Department was not in effect; it was
understood I was to take up the work. A member of the entertain-

ing committee came down to St. Louis and we talked it over, and I

asked him if he would send me the names of several primary teachers

in Jefferson City, and work up a special class of children. He said

he would help me, and he sent me the names of several teachers. I

sent each of them a personal letter, asking each to be responsible for

so many children at the meeting, and I told them we were going to

organize to help them in their work. We put a special announce-

ment in the Evangel of our intention to mark the Convention by or-

ganizing a Union at Jefferson City. So, when we came to our Con-

vention we found the primary teachers interested, and we presented

the Union work. Then we called a special meeting to organize this

Union in order to mark the convention, and when the little group of
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teachers came to that special meeting they sat down just as close to-

gether as they could get, and I took a constitution and explained all

these things to them. The St. Louis teachers were there as wit-

nesses to what it had done for them. We eliminated parts of the

constitution which they did not need; we went through it and voted
upon it and decided to have that constitution. They fixed upon the

time and place of meeting, selected teachers to teach the lessons for

an outlined program of three months, and made a note of topics

for discussion. They selected their various officers and heads of de-

partments and started ofp nicely. In organizing these Unions we
must be particular to give a definite work to each department. At
that State Oonvention we made it a special point to give the infor-

mation to help these teachers organize intelligently so that they would
be able to carry on the work.

At a County Convention the same work should be done. In
Bates County we found we didn^t have a chance to do this prelimin-

ary work of writing to the teachers and getting with them before-

hand; but after I got to the Convention I discovered a primary
teacher who had attended the State Convention; so we had a lesson

presented to a class of children and had the lesson taught. Then we
had a meeting and organized in the same way, only we gave them a

little more definite work. Two months after, the Union was organ-

ized in that little town of Butler, the State Primary Department was
in correspondence with it and they were asked to appoint a primary
superintendent to represent the work in their county. They chose

the President of this Union. She seemed to be the only one in that

town who had any reasonable conception of the v/ork to begin with,

and the desire was born in her heart for a Union, and she was the

life of the Union and carried it on. You remember I told you in

reference to the two primary rooms to start with and that five more
grew out of that little Convention there. This lady I refer to is Mrs.

Wyard, of Butler, Bates County.
Mr. Randolph said last night that I hadn't heard of the 26th

Union; but I received a letter in the same mail his letter came, so I

did know of the 26th Union, but hadn't had time to put on a gold

star. The gilt stars represent the Unions, the blue stars represent

the County Primary Superintendents. In the County of Cass we had
a very bright County Superintendent, but she didn't feel equal to the

Union work. She has been to the Convention a number of times,

and she said, "I don't believe I can organize a Union by myself; I

wonder if Mrs. Wyard won't help me"? She came and they organ-
ized a Union.

We must be careful in presenting this work to the teachers; we
must present the work first, and let the organization grow out of

that. I am sure that great blessing is coming to you in this work in

Illinois. May God grant it!

The President: Rockford, the most beautiful city in Illinois ex-

cept Belleville, is present with us in the person of Mr. H. H. West,

and you will now have the pleasure of listening to him.

Mr. H. H. West: I thank you for your very kind words about
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the city of Eockford. I trust its inhabitants are just as appreciative

of your kind remarks as I am. It is my privilege to tell you a few

things about the summer schools for primary workers, but before I

do so, I wish to ask our State Secretary of the Primary Work to tell

you of the plan of the work of the Primary Department. I do this

because this is the first time that this department has made its ap-

pearance in this State Association. We will now listen to a few

words from Mrs. Lamoreaux, State Primary Secretary.

Mrs. Lamoreaux was cordially received with a Chautauquan salute.

Mes. M. S. Lamokeaux: It was thought wise by those present

at the primary conference which we held this morning that the re-

port of the secretary be given before the general convention. In

November a call was issued by the State Executive Committee for a

conference of all the primary teachers of the State to be held in

Chicago. In response to this call a large number were present No-
vember 27th. Mr. B, F. Jacobs, Chairman of the State Executive
Committee, announced the object of the meeting to be discussion

and the possible organization of a Primary Department to be recog-

nized as auxiliary to the State Association. After several addresses

and thorough discussion such an organization was effected. In place

of a constitution, that there might not even appear to be a division

between this and the general state work, a plan of work was adopted
as follows: The name of this organization shall be "The Primary
Department of the State Sunday-school Association of Illinois." The
object of this department shall be the advancement of the primary
work in the State of Illinois to be effected through organization, and
instruction of primary teachers. The membership of this depart-

ment shall consist of all primary workers and shall be represented in

the annual convention of the State Sunday-school Association by
regularly appointed delegates sent from their respective counties to the

State Convention. The officers of this department shall consist of

President and Secretary chosen at the annual meeting and confirmed

by the State Convention, who, with five other persons also chosen at

the annual meeting, shall constitute a central committee; this com-
mittee in co-operation with the Executive Committee of the State

Sunday-school Association shall have power to act for the primary
department. The annual meeting shall be held at the same time and
place as the annual convention of the State Sunday-school Associa-

tion. The following officers were elected: President, Miss Cecelia

Hedenberg, Chicago; Secretary, Miss Alice Jacobs, Chicago; Central

Committee, Mr. Hamilton H. West, Rockford; Mrs. Love, Peoria;

Mrs. Evans, Clinton; Miss Mabel Hall, Chicago; Mrs. H. N. Lan-
pheare, Chicago. Miss Jacobs not being able to accept the position

of Secretary, Mrs. M. S. Lamoreaux of Chicago was chosen for that

position. The conditions in the state showed the time to be ripe for

such a movement, and as soon as the fact of organization was known
letters began to come from all over the state showing a hunger for

knowledge and help among our primary teachers. The work accom-
plished since last November includes the organization of three coun-

ties, Vermilion, Kankakee and Rock Island, and four unions, making
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a total of four counties organized and eight Primary Unions in the
state. Chicago, Eockford, Kankakee, Alton, Lebanon, Bloomington,
Freeport and St. David—the latter a township organization. The
progress of this work is largely due to the fact of the loving nurture
by the Illinois State Sunday-school Association for this, its youngest
child.

Mr. West then spoke as follows:

THE SUMMER SCHOOL FOR PRIMARY WORKERS.
WHERE, WHEN, WHY, WHAT !

H. H. WEST.

You will not expect from a business man any such beautiful ad-

dress as that to which you have listened from Mrs. Semelroth. I

bring you a few facts about this summer school and I will give them
in a few words.

Where'? The summer school is to be held in the Young Women's
Christian Association Building, No. 288 Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
two blocks directly north of the Illinois Central Railway Station.

The building is on that beautiful avenue facing the lake, a most de-

lightful place; it is a four story brown stone front,, which will be at

the disposal of the primary teachers during their week of study in

the City. The cost for board is six dollars per week for one room.
Where two persons can occupy the same room the price will be $5.50

each. For a less period than one week the price will be one dollar

per day. This includes board and lodging.

When? We think it will be nice for the teachers to come to the

city Saturday, July 3, and visit the primary departments of the Sun-
day-schools on the Sabbath day. The sessions of the school will be
held July 5 to 10 inclusive.

In reference to the faculty, I will say that the teachers secured

are among the best: Mrs. W. J. Semelroth, State Primary Superin-
tendent of Missouri and Editor of the Primary Department of the
International Evangel; Miss Mary Elizabeth Pratt, a graduate of

Prof. Tomlins' Teachers' course and a pupil of Frederick W. Root;
Miss Mabel Hall, instructor in primary methods and lesson construc-

tion, at the Baptist Missionary Training School; Miss Mary A. Blood,

A. M., Principal of the Columbia School of Oratory; Mrs. Roxanna
Beecher Preuszner, State Primary Secretary of Kansas; Mrs. M. S.

Lamoreaux, State Secretary of the Primary Department of Illinois.

There will be other teachers of known ability who will teach and par-

ticipate in discussions. The daily devotional exercises will be con-

ducted by men and women of spiritual power.
About the Sabbath Day: The students who come Saturday will

be expected to visit different primary departments on Sunday and re-

port during the week what they have seen; the general management,
the opening exercise by itself or with the main school, whether the
department is subdivided or not and its equipment; the atmosphere
of the room, the order of the department, the records and how kept,

the literature, what, for whom, how and when distributed, and the
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dismissal; what special service, if any, for the Fourth Day of July,

the music, the prayer; how offered, in what spirit, for what? The
collection, what for, how was it gathered? These are some of the

little things that you can learn on that Sabbath Day.
There will be five days, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,

Friday, and Saturday morning; and the hours will be occupied, nine

o'clock until twelve and two until 4:25 or five, alternating on these

different topics.

Now, a word upon the instruction:

THE COURSE OF STUDY WILL BE,

Principles of Teaching.
The kindergarten principles carefully considered will be discussed

in their application to the work of the Sunday-school.

Lesson Construction. Miss Mabel Hall.

Selection of lesson material. Statement of facts or conditions.

Deduction of central truth. Word picturing of the scenes suggested.

Illustrations and symbols. Means of approach to subject. Means of

leading to action. Arrangements of teaching material.

Sunday-school lessons will be taught to class of children and

afterwards analyzed and studied by teachers.

Practical Primary Work. Mrs. W. J. Semelroth.

Material for, and arrangement of, class program. Appliances.

Supplemental lessons. Visitation of homes of children. Work for

mothers. Records. Literature.

Music. Miss Mary Elizabeth Pratt.

Power of music in Sunday-school. Preparation of leader in con-

ception and voice. Selection of suitable songs, words and music.

Interpretation of songs. Method of teaching new songs illustrated

with class of children.

Physical Culture and Expression. Miss Mary A. Blood.

Effect of attitude upon children. Ethics of the voice. Correct

position in standing, sitting, walking. Breathing, Value of drama-
tic expression in story-telling. Rendering of God's Word *'in spirit

and in truth," illustrated by Golden Texts, Psalm XXIII, Lord's

Prayer, etc.

Blackboard. Mrs. R. B. Preuszner.

Use of board crayon. Principles of perspective illustrated in

roads, rivers, mountains, trees and shrubbery, etc. Effect of colored

crayons. Use of stencils. Lettering. (Each student works at in-

dividual blackboard receiving suggestions of instructor.)

Visitation of Sunday-schools.
Sunday, July 4th, will be devoted to visitation of the morning,

midday and afternoon sessions of the best Sunday-school primary

classes in Chicago. Students observe general management, exercises

and lesson.

Conferences. Mrs. M, S. Lamoreaux.
Teachers of special grades—lowest primary, intermediate and

country schools meet in separate conferences.

Junior superintendents have their conference.

International, State and Primary Union conferences will be ar-

ranged.
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Now, a word about the tuition: The State Association will pro-

vide for the expense of this Summer school, so that as far as the tui-

tion is concerned it will not cost you a dollar, you simply pay your
expenses.

Me. B. p. Jacobs: The State Committee recommends to Sunday-
schools that they send their primary teachers there, and the schools

pay the expense. Don't you think that would be a nice thing to do ?

Me. H. H. West: This suggestion of Brother Jacobs is very
pertinent. The best minds in the country are engaged in studying
the children. You know that many men have spent their lives study-
ing about bugs and insects; they have commenced to study about
children now.

Now, just a word about why you primary teacher should be there:

Because it will enthuse you and give you a clear insight into the plans

and workings of successful teachers; it will feed your minds and your
hearts; it will be a spiritual feast which you can illy afford to lose; it

will be a stepping stone to higher things. I am informed today that

in the State of Alabama, where they have no primary summer school,

fifty schools have already signified their intention of sending fifty

primary teachers to this summer school. Can Illinois do less?

Mr. B. F. Jacobs: There is another suggestion. Mrs. Semel-

roth just said to me "Why not have the County Association send
their County Primary Superintendent?" Why not? Why not have
it planned, organized and the superintendent sent. New Jersey last

year had 175 pupils; this year they have already three hundred for

the summer school.

Rev. G. R. Meerill: I would like to ask, is the summer school

open for primary teachers who may find it convenient to be in town?
Me. B. F. Jacobs. The primary school in Chicago is to be

opened to primary teachers from everywhere; and they may stay in

the Young Women's Christian Association rooms or they may room
with friends.

Doctor Meeeill: Has any arrangements been made to publish

the proceedings of the summer school.

Me. B. F. Jacobs: I don't think the ladies have decided yet

what will be done. Mrs. Semeiroth says there will be a good account
of it in the Evangel.

^'Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go," was sung.

LESSON CONSTRUCTION.
MISS MABEL HALL.

When we hear a helpful sermon we go away saying "Wasn't it

good!" but few of us ever think of its construction. That does not
concern us. When primary teachers hear a lesson beautifully taught
to little children they are apt to say, "I can remember that and will

teach it to my class, but what shall I do with the next lesson?" How
does she plan them—how make it so simple?"

The outline I will give may be suggestive to you. Some persons
who were entirely inexperienced in primary teaching, by persistently

following the outline have come to teach children very acceptably and
helpfully.
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Readfrom your Bible the teo:t assigned for the lesson. If it con-

tains expressions the meaning of which you do not know, consult

Bible dictionary or lesson helps. Otherwise do not study lesson helps

at this period of your preparation. Trust the Holy Spirit to teach

you. He has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the

wise. Eead the text and context until you see how the lesson follows

the last week's lesson and to what it is leading for the next week's

work. If there be any connection, observe it.

Now state the substance of ivhat you have read. Tell it to a person

if you have some indulgent friend; if not, to a chair or other object.

Telling it aloud clears away vague uncertainty and reveals your need.

Telling to something cultivates directness in teaching. State facts,

or conditions underlying lesson. Eeread Scripture and tell aloud

again putting in details before omitted.
Within these facts is the meat of the lesson. Crack the shell.

Find the truth of the text, the main spring of the watch, the clothes

line upon which all the material of the lesson is hung, the backbone
or heart of lesson.

I am glad if the children can tell the facts of the lesson when
they go home, but I care most of all to know how they tell it. Mere
facts of history as found in God's word I do not think nourish the

little child. I care more to have them feel the truth than know the

facts. There is a great difference in the way in which facts are

stated. One may tell the story of Jesus blessing little children and
it does not appeal to you. Another may tell it and the very sound of

his voice thrills you. It depends altogether upon whether the person

telling it has found the meat, the heart, the purpose of the story; the

thing perhaps of the very most importance is, that we find in the

text what we term technically the central truth or the heart purpose

of that lesson. Facts are but the outer covering or the vehicle that

carries truth, the shell that encompasses the meat of the nut.

Truth chosen for presentation to a primary class should be such as

will feed a child at his present stage of experience, not when he is

fifteen or twenty years of age. Children have trials, spiritual strug-

gles, and need Jesus Christ just as much as Ave older people do. You
can best fortify him for tomorrow by feeding him well today. When
you place a little one in a high chair at your table you are careful to

give him only such foods as will nourish his physical being, milk,

potatoes, gravy from the meat. You never think because pickles,

catsup, pies and rich puddings are served at table that he may par-

take of them. A heavily laden table is before you week by week,

because there is a great deal served in our lesson texts. Do not

therefore feel constrained to give all kinds of truth to the little children.

Be careful to give him just the kind that is good for him; when a

child begins to be weary of it, you are probably giving more than he

can take. When they wiggle at the table we let them down. There
is no reason why we should keep them sitting in front of us in the

Sunday-school while we pour in that which the little heart and mind
are trying to throw off. Find the truth in the lesson text, the truth

that a child can now assimilate, and during the week work into bone
and muscle. Give it in the right quantity. Again and again, you
have seen a mother taste the food before she gives it to the baby. She

7
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tests it herself to prove that it is all right, and smacking her lips tells

baby ''Good", ''Baby have some." Teachers cannot well feed little

children that which we have not tasted themselves. Sometimes
the greatest cross in teaching a lesson truly is in submission to

the truth we would teach, but we never can teach with power, our

voices, faces and bodies can never vibrate with the truth of the words
we speak unless we give him free course to be glorified in us. If

there is any place more than another where I feel the absolute neces-

sity of getting down on my knees with the lesson, it is here. God
help me not to be hypocritical, telling little ones who believe every

word I say something that I would not do or be myself.

Up to this point we have been getting the lohat of the lesson, the

something we are going to present. Now comes the how. We have

the food but it is not cooked and is not ready to be served; how shall

we get it ready? When Jesus wanted to say to the people that he

would never leave nor forsake them, that he would ever tenderly care

for them, He caught sight of a shepherd, I think, with his flock of

sheep, and said "I am the Good Shepherd." When he wanted to

say to them that He was the source of health and comfort and joy, He
said "I am the light of the world." He referred to something about
him that suggested just what He wanted to say to them. When He
wanted to tell them his kingdom would grow and spread he said it was
as a grain of mustard seed; perhaps they were growing thickly along

the roadside just there. Then I think He turned toward the women
and said "It is like leaven hidden in meal." They mixed the bread

and He knew they would appreciate this. Jesus taught by "likes'^ in

similes, metaphors. We have the truth to teach. We begin to look

about us to see what there is in nature or the child^s experience

that is just like this truth. In preparation we start with that

truth and find a thing that is like it. When we present the truth to

the children we start with that outside familiar thing or experience

and lead them into the truth.

I visited a Sunday-school one day from which the primary teacher

was absent. The Sunday-school superintendent came in to teach the

primary class. The lesson was about personal purity taken from one

of the epistles. I wondered "What would I do if I were called upon
suddenly without any material ready." I concluded that I would use

something that would suggest purity, and what?
A Delegate: Clear water.

Miss Hall: What else?

A Delegate: A clean handkerchief.

Miss Hall: Very good. We could show the clean handkerchief

and say to the children, "We like clean handkerchiefs better than

soiled ones." If we have a soiled one, we say, "Til put it in the

wash." God wants our thoughts, words and doings to be like the

handkerchief, clean and white. If our lives are dirty he will make
them clean. If the lesson is in story form follow Mr. Moody's ad-

vice, "Become a newspaper reporter; go to the scene of action and
interview every person connected with the affair. Get sketches of the

homes and people. In this way use the injunction and make real and
vivid. You see it and you are one of the witnesses of the scene.

Tell what you see—make "word pictures." Talmage has this power
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in marked degree; he pictures scenes so vividly that one can never for-

get them. Teachers should see these scenes from God's Word so

clearly that as we describe them the children shall carry them all the

days of their lives.

You have the statement of facts or conditions, heart truth of les-

son, symbol or illustration, that flashes out the truth. Next the ques-

tion arises, How shall one begin? In other words what point of con-

tact with the class can be a means of approach to the lesson? You need

a strong, broad platform where you and the child can stand together

comfortably and become well acquainted before you begin to climb

the stairway of truth. I would advise you to read that little book by

Paterson DuBois, "Point of Contact." Think in your plan of what
this lesson is to mean to the children whom you teach as you stir the

emotions in their little hearts and make them admire the great man
you are telling of and his great God! What it is going to mean to

their lives during the next week, how they will work it out. You
must think of this. If you do think of it you will in some way sug-

gest it to them.
Now, you have your material in hand, begin to work it out.

First, your broad platform upon which you stand together, your

means of approach. Let your steps as you go up this ladder of ar-

rangement, this stairway, be very short. I have been surprised to see

how high a little baby can climb, if the steps are but short enough.

If the steps are broad and not very high it will go clear to the top

before we realize it. We can take them a long way up the stairway

of truth if our steps are broad and low as we go.

Thus be assured the lesson plan is well in mind; begin teaching

the chair in your room. Study to present the truth so as to give the

highest ideal. If there is an evil character in the lesson and you find

it necessary to use him be sure that you mention him with sorrow,

that you speak of him in a tone of voice that makes the children

pity him, and that you emphasize by contrast the greater and nobler

characters. We do not grow in Christ-likeness by studying the evil

about us, but by looking unto Jesus day by day. Tell the class of

those who have overcome. Live in the 11th of Hebrews, the great

faith chapter. Present to the children great ideals. Make the char-

acters you speak of stand out as the chosen of God, heroes of the

world. If there is anything sad in the lesson place it in the forepart

of the lesson. Let the lesson conclude with the light of heaven

upon it. Never leave the children depressed. If there is a

very strong impression made, give it a chance for expression. Let

them sing or march before they go that they may express what they

feel so intensely. If you do not, there is apt to be when they get to

the street a general break because there must be reaction after such

an intense impression.

When your lesson is prepared, consult lesson helps for suggestion

and comparison. It has been sometimes a delight to find God
had given me exactly what he had given to someone else, but I could

teach the same lesson with a power I would not have known if I had

gotten my plan from lesson helps. At one time I walked upon
crutches, I shall never forget the thrill af joy that went through my
being when for the first time 1 took one step without assistance.
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Something akin, is the joy that will come into your heart when yon
find that God can use you as you are and that you need not depend
upon the crutches that are provided for those who cannot walk alone.

Prof. Excell sang "I will not go where I cannot take Jesus."

PRIMAEY LESSON TAUGHT BY MRS. LAMOREAUX.

Following Miss Hall's address, the convention resolved itself into

a ''Primary Teachers Union" and the lesson for Sunday May 16

—

''Paul Preaching to the Gentiles"—was tanght by Mrs. Lamoreaux as

she would teach it to a primary class. To tliose present this was one
of the most interesting exercises of the convention. Mrs. Lamoreaux
was not at any time permitted to speak more than one or two minutes
without interruption by her "big little scholars," whose questions

were always interesting, though ofttimes revealing the fact that the
minds of her scholars were rather mature for children of a primary
class. The editor has been sorely puzzled to know how much of the

exercise could be printed with profit to those who were not present;

finally, with the consent of Mrs. Lamoreaux, he has decided that as

the lesson was specially intended to help those who were to teach it

on the following Sabbath, and as to so great an extent the manner of

its presentation was due to local conditions, it is better not to attempt
to reproduce it in the printed Report.

QUESTIONS ANSWERED.
MRS. MART F. BRYNER.

I would 1-ather be sitting down there asking questions than stand-
ing up here trying to answer them. Sometimes I am asked about
the age of children in the primary departments. Most of our city

primary departments are divided into two sections. In our Union
Park School we have no intermediate department, but our church
building was erected thirty-one years ago, and they did not make ar-

rangements for more than one room to put children in, so we keep
them in the primary until they are nine or ten. The better way is to

have one class of children under six, then have Primary Department
between six and eight; then the Intermediate a little further along.

I have been asked how we make such a map as we saw yesterday.

It is the Mediterranean Sea. This idea I saw in the Evangel; the
plan is to sew a button on to mark each place. This map costs twen-
ty-five cents, and the buttons you can get off of an old pair of gloves.

Something has also been said about a map song, I think I can give
you that in a few minutes, (Here Mrs. Bryner sang a map song,
drawing the map while she sang, upon the blackboard.) That is

found in Miss Bertha Vella's "Song Studies for God's Little Ones."
There is another book called "Little Branches, No 2" which contains
a number of beautiful little songs for very small children.

I wish to say a word about the temperance lessons, I have been
asked by teachers in reference to the best way of impressing these
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lessons upon the children. Some of the little children, of course,

cannot understand figures, so I give an exercise by the use of ribbons,

and it tells how we let the light shine, and how we send this Gospel

light to others; there are so many dark places where we may send it,

to Africa, to India, and many places in our own land. I want seven

of the boys and girls to come up here and help me a minute. If the

children cannot understand figures they will anderstand the con-

trast. (Seven of the delegates went to the platform in response to

Mrs. Bryuer's request.) The first little ribbon that we will unroll is

the one that shows how hard people are trying to make the Word of

God grow in other countries besides their own; we call this the Mis-

sionary ribbon and I will let Mary pull that one out, the little white

one.

Mart: It won't go any more, it is caught.

Mrs. Bryner: I am so sorry. That is as far as that little rib-

bon will go. Every inch of each ribbon represents one million of

dollars. I have been very careful in getting my figures. In the year

1896 in the United States, people paid in enough money so that it

would make that ribbon show $5,000,000.

We have in our own country right where we live many Sunday-
schools and churches. If all the money that was spent in our own
country last year for useless things has been spent to keep God's work
going, there would have been—Mabel will show us on the blue ribbon,

1100,000,000.
You know we all like to play, so I have a little ribbon that shows

how much people like to be amused; some of them like to go to the

theatres. You may take this one (turning to Mr. West.) This shows

$400,000,000 spent for amusements.
There is one thing we use in our country because we all have to eat;

and the one thing we must have to eat is what? "Bread."
What is bread made of? "Flour."

So for bread and everything else that is made of flour I have a

little green ribbon. Alice, you take hold of the green ribbon. We
will let it stand for what we have to eat, because we couldn't live if

we didn't have something to eat.

Here is another little ribbon which shows what is smoked away,

what is that? "Tobacco." Yes, just think of that, $800,000,000

for tobacco.

Now who has the red ribbon? (One of the scholars pulls the rib-

bon referred to.) What do you think that represents. "Drink."

Yes, the liquor bill in the United States for one year is fourteen

hundred million dollars.

Now, children, won't you look at these and just tell me what does

this little white ribbon represent? "The money we spend to send

the light."

Mrs. Bryner: What is that little brown one? "Chewing
Gum."

The green one is what? "What we eat."

And the yellow what? "Tobacco."
And the red what? "Liquor."

If that drink money was laid in silver dollars, one touching the

other, twenty-five feet wide, it would make a paved road from
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Chicago to Peoria and three miles to spare. In addition to that, the

liquor bill would pay the expenses of the public schools and of the

whole United States government for one year and leave $300,000,000

to spare.

The Sunday-school and the saloon need the same things to make
them grow. The Sunday-school won't last if the boys don't go; the

saloon wont last if the boys don't go; which way are we going to try

to help the bovs to go; shall they go to the Sunday-school or go to

the Saloon? ""The Sunday-school."
(Other questions were asked and answers given as follows:)

Q. How can a primary teacher use object lessons without dis-

turbing the other classes when the primary class is in the same room
with the main school.

A. I would stretch a wire and hang a curtain on it and do the

best I could behind it. Everything can be done behind the curtain

except to sing.

Q. Can this method be used in the intermediate department,

where there are boys and girls from 12 to 18?
A. It can be used there, I think.

Q. Can you give us some plan by which we might get rid of pri-

mary teachers who are not good and get better ones in their places.

A. If their hearts are right and they love the children and want
to do the best work they can, send them up to the "Chicago Summer
School for Primary Workers" and they will come back good teachers.

"Is My Name Written There," was sung.

EEPOKT OF PRIMARY CENTRAL COMMITTEE.

Dear Friends and Fellow Workers :

It is with pleasure I present to you at this time a report of the do-

ings of the Central Committee of the Primary Department of the

Illinois State Sunday-school Association.

As you will remember, the organization of a Primary Department
of our State Association was effected November 27th, 1896. Its

President and Secretary, with five other members, constitute a Cen-
tral Committee. This committee, in co-operation with the Executive
Committee of the State Sunday-school Association, has power to act

for the Primary Department.
Your committee held its first meeting on the following day; there

were six members present. After earnest prayer for Divine guidance
we discussed at length a two-fold plan of work, namely : First, The
organization of primary work in counties. Second, a summer school

for primary workers. Other meetings of the committee have been
held from "time to time, a summary of which we present to you in this

report.

First. Our Aim. A Primary Department in every county. A
Primary Superintendent in every county organization. A Primary
Union in every city. Under the plan of organization we considered

five j)hases of the work, (a) county organization, (b) township work,
c) primary unions, (d) presentation of primary work in conventions,

e) suggestions for county Primary Superintendent.
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County Organization:

The secretary was instructed to correspond with the county offi-

cers advising them of the work of this department and asking them
to select a person who, at the next convention, should be elected super-

intendent of the primary work in their county, and who by virtue of

this office shall thereafter be a member of their Executive Committee.

Toionship Work.

It would seem that the most efficient way of helping the individ-

ual teacher is through the county primary superintendent. She is,

therefore, advised to become personally acquainted with the primary
teachers in each township, and by correspondence and visitation ac-

quaint herself with their needs, and by keeping in touch with head-

quarters be able to give many suggestions and to render valuable as-

sistance.

Primary Unions.

So far as possible Primary Unions should be started in large cen-

ters at once. While the county superintendent and township leaders

can do much in this direction, it is not always necessary to wait for

the appointment of these ; the Central Committee may be able, in

some instances, to start Unions. In either case the primary teachers,

together with the other teachers of little ones, pastors and their wives,

and others who may be interested, should be called together, the mat-
ter carefully presented and a Union effected by the co-operation of all.

It was also suggested that Primary Unions might be organized in

townships to meet once a month, when the county superintendent, or

some worker from an adjacent city, could be present.

Presentation of Primary Work at Conventions.

It was thought wise to suggest the importance of a place on all

programs of our county conventions and institutes for the proper pre-

sentation of primary work. The Central Committee will be glad to

furnish topics and outlines of thought for this part of the program.

Suggestions for the Primary Superinteiident.

(a) Appoint leaders in each township.

(b) Organize Primary Unions were practicable.

(c) Attend county and township conventions and institutes.

(d) Correspond with township leaders.

(e) Send occasional circular letters suggesting use of simple pri-

mary appliances.

(f) Send samples of good helps, such as the International Evan-
gel, Trumpet Call, Bulletin, and other good literature.

(g) Suggest good songs for Christmas, Children's Day, and other

occasions.

Concerning contributions made by primary workers, whether for

this department or not, we would recommend that all such contribu-

tions be made through the state treasury, that for primary work be-

ing so designated. Eespectfully submitted,
Hamilton H. West, Chairman.
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The Auditing Committee reported as follows :

''We the auditing committee find the report of the treasurer cor-

rect as reported."

It was moved, seconded and carried that the report of the Audit-

ing Committee be accepted.

The Doxology was sung, and the benediction was pronounced by

President Fuller.

SECOND DAY, EVENING SESSION.

An interesting out-door meeting was led by Brother Burnell at

7 P. M.

At 7:30 Prof. Excell conducted a delightful service of song.

Dr. Merrill read the first eight verses of the 22d Psalm, and J. B.

Pomeroy offered prayer.

WAYS OF WINNING MEN.

REV. G. R. MERRILL, D.D.

It was a master stroke on the part of Jesus that won to him
Simon Johnson of Fisherville to be first his disciple and then his

apostle. The first age of Christian history, and so everything that

has taken place since, would have been singularly different if this

man had not been in it to leap to heights of affection that other

men never thought of, to dare to do deeds of heroism, though he
sometimes failed in them, that other men never dreamed of; to go
down into empty sepulchres to make sure that they were empty; to

stand as the friend and spokesman of the apostle Paul when he was

called in question by the Jewish Community; to open with his own hand
the door of faith into the Gentile World. If it was a Master stroke

on the part of Jesus, and it was, to win this man, the way he won
him was not less wonderful. We know this man and his tempera-

ment. This man Simon was one of those hasty, impetuous fellows

who spoke twice before he had thought once; who was always ready

with an answer before the question was asked; who was so forward

that very often he had promptly to go backward; who made himself

not infrequently the subject of merriment amongst his companions
and his townsmen because he was certain about so many things that

were not so, and then had to confess his mistakes. This hasty, im-

petuous, large hearted and quick-moving man, this man whom the

people did not depend upon because they said he was so uncertain,

he was so variable, had his own notion of what a man ought to be.

He had the ideal that every man of his temperament has, the noblest

sort of an ideal in the world. He thought the man above all others

worthy to be imitated; the man you can tie to, the man who can be
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depended on, the man everybody is sure of; the kind of man he him-
self would like to be, the kind of man that in his deepest heart he
sometimes dreamed he had the making of in him; but he was the only

man in Fisherville who ever had the remotest fancy that such a

thing was jjossible for him ! He never had seen in all the world any-

body who dreamed it about him until he met Jesus.

But when he first met Jesus, it is recorded in that wonder-
ful "chapter of findings," the first chapter of the Gospel ac-

cording to John, that Jesus looked at him, and the word used

signifies not a cursory glance or the ordinary passing of the eye over

one, but a deep and penetrating view, down through the windows of

the man's soul, into the very deeps of his soul Jesus looked, and there

in the deeps of Simon's soul he saw what his ideal of life was, what
the noblest thing was that he had ever thought possible to himself,

what kind of a man he had dreamed of being, and he lifted up that

ideal out of Simon's soul and he held it up before him as he said,

''You are Simon Johnson! The time is coming when people shall

call you"—and in those days names stood for things, what they called

j^eople they were—"the time is coming when people shall call you
Cephas, Peter, Rock,—the one who can be depended upon, who can
be tied to;" and that caught Simon. "Well," he says, "The man who
can see that in me, the man who believes that about me, the man who
dares to say that about me, why, he is the man who can make it come
true and I follow him from this time on;" and so he did. From that

time on he belonged to Jesus Christ, and followed him. He took a

new name for himself, the Master and others called him by it, and the

Master's prophecy was fulfilled, Simon became Peter; and" Jesus won
this man to be a disciple and an apostle by an appeal to the best

that loas in him, by an appeal to his noblest possibility, to his own
highest ideal of life.

In this same marvelous chapter of findings, this first of John,
there is a story of how Nathaniel, the scholar, the gentle sceptic

came to be a disciple and an apostle. How was it that Jesus caught
him? Kead the story: Brought to Jesus, Jesus meets him with a

frank acknowledgement of his outward best: "Behold," He says, "A
real Israelite in whom there is not any cheat or deceit!" But that does

not reach Nathaniel, it rather repels him; and now again in the nar-

rative there is that look; those eyes of Jesus pierce through the win-

dows of this man's soul down into the deepest depths of his being
and the word is uttered, "Before that Philip saw thee, when thou
wast under"—not any fig tree, that might happen so, but "when thou
wast under the fig tree I saw thee." Down yonder in Nathaniel's

garden there was a special place where this man prayed, where he
used to sit with the scroll of the prophets in his hand, in rapt medita-

tion upon the wondrous promises about the coming Messiah and the

coming days of glory when the promised Divine deliverer should ap-

pear upon the earth; and as he read and as ho mused within his soul

there was formed an ideal for himself. He came to think that the

noblest use for life, the greatest destiny that he, a Son of the Law,
could possibly think of for himself, would be to belong to King Mes-
siah, to be of his intimate household, to be his follower and his com-
panion. It was a wild dream; it was a vision impossible of realiza-
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tion; he hadn't told it to anybody, but he had nursed it there in his

hours of meditation beneath the fig tree, his noblest thought for the
possible use of his life. And now Jesus has found it in his soul;

Jesus has taken it out of his soul and hung it up in the light before
him, and Nathaniel recognizes his own ideal placed before his own
eyes, and what is there left for him to say but "Rabbi, thou art the
Son of God, thou art the King of Israel!" And so Nathaniel is won
to be a disciple and an apostle by an appeal to the best that there is

in him, by an appeal to his noblest possible conception of his own
life.

Zaccheus of Jericho is a very different sort of man from Nathaniel
the gentle sceptic, or from Simon afterward called Peter. He is a

hard headed man of business; a man who has become rich in a trade

that was not held in great reputation in his day. He was supposed
to have gathered his gains through the oppression of his fellow-men,
a servant of the hated and detested oppressor, a man who because of his

business, rich though he was, was sunk out of any sort of considera-

tion; with whom no good and respectable Jew would have any sort of

social connection, with whom no Jew would eat; with whom no Jew
would pray: a man utterly out of all consideration and barred from
all the decent people of the community in which he lived. Jesus
means to have this man for a disciple. How. will he get him? Wait
and see !

At his heart, at the bottom, Zaccheus, of Jericho, knew that he
was not such an altogether bad fellow. He knew that there were
some good natured things about him. He knew, for instance, that

he was willing to help poor people, if they would only let him help
them. He knew that he liked to entertain people. He was not

content just to entertain at his board these wealthy publicans and
sinners, he would like to have good people, he would like to have
Rabbis, he would like to have scribes, he would like to have relig-

ious teachers sit down with him at his table. Nothing would suit

him better than to be able to exercise a generous hospitality. And
now, somehow or other, he has heard of Jesus, and, all unknowing
that Jesus means to have him for a disciple, he wants to see Jesus,

and to do it he runs yonder and climbs up into a tree that he may see

him. Can't you imagine what a good time the boys in Jericho had
that day! How they crowded after the fat little publican as they saw
him scurrying along the street and climbing up into the branches of

that tree! What a great thing it was to the boys to get Zaccheus up
a tree! How they jeered at him and made fun of him; but never-

theless he is there because he means to see Jesus anyhow. And Jesus

means to see him, and he does; and Jesus means to have him, and
Jesus gets him. But how does he get him? Listen! "Zaccheus,

come down, for I must abide today at thy house!" And he came
down and received him joyfully; and the issue of it was that Zac-

cheus became a confessed and recognized disciple of Jesus; and for

fear some of us in these latter days might think that the work done
on Zaccheus was not a genuine work, Jesus himself put his own seal

of approval upon it, declaring that this man is a real son of Abraham.
Now, what was it that caught Zaccheus? What was it in

that word of Jesus that not only brought him down physically, but
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brought him into fellowship with Jesus? On what was it that Jesus
cast himself? On what in that man did Jesus lay hold? Why, upon
the man's large hearted generosity, upon his hospitality. Not much,
you think, and yet it was the best thing there was in that man. His
highest ideal of living was to be able to have good folks like Jesus,

religious teachers like Jesus, sit at his table and eat of his good
things, and he himself receive of their teaching; and to this highest
thought that Zaccheus had of his life, Jesus appealed, and he did
not appeal to it in vain. Zaccheus was won to be a disciple by an
appeal to the best that was in him; by an appeal to the largest

thought that he as yet had entertained for his own life.

Now, if from these three instances I should proceed to generalize,

you would get a false impression. That impression would be that

this method that Jesus used was uniformly successful in his hands;
but, alas, it was not. There is an instance on record where Jesus
sought to win one to be a disciple and an apostle by the same
method, and failed. You know the story, that young man who was
rich and his riches had not spoiled him. He had gone to the legisla-

ture and politics had not ruined him. In spite of money and in

spite of political position, he was still true and clean, and had not
forgotten his father's commandment, nor his mother's law. Some-
how or other this young man pictured to us in the Gospel was not
satisfied with himself. There had come to him a sense of a peculiar

and personal demand made upon him by the everlasting law of right-

eousness. I am not sure of it, but I guess—lam a Yankee and I can
afford to guess, and usually when a Yankee guesses he guesses pretty

near to the truth—I guess that this young man was something like

some young men that I have known, to whom the call that comes to

all men to submit themselves to Jesus Christ, had been emphasized
in a peculiar way; so that with the universal call to be a Christian

has been bound up a special call in that same moment in which they
submit themselves to Christ, to submit themselves also for the work
of the ministry of the Gospel. I have seen a young man who has
recognized the rightness of Jesus Christ's call on him for complete
submission, stand back, fearful and timid, because of this other and
special obligation that was bound up in his call. I have heard him
say, ''I am ready to be a Christian; I do give myself to Jesus Christ;

I mean to serve him; but this highest, noblest, special thing to

which he calls me in calling me to be a Christian, I am not ready for

that," and 'I have seen the man turn away from the best that God
set before him, to lead a life worth living, a true Christian life, a

life that had in it success in the best sense, which all through was
pursued with the haunting sense of having forfeited the best for the

sake of that which was good.

Now, I guess that this young man at Jerusalem, centuries

ago, was included in this list. Somehow, it had been borne in

upon him that the demand of the eternal law of righteousness,

loyalty to God, could only be met by him as he attached himself
to Jesus Christ, as he left home and friends altogether and gave
himself up to go about with Jesus in his ministry. I am sure of

this, at least, for it is recorded, Jesus wanted him to be an
apostle, Jesus wanted him to be one of his immediate family. It
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is recorded that Jesus looked upon this young man, and by
just that look stirred the love he had toward him, as before
his eyes he held up the ideal of life that had come to him, "Pol-
low me"—that is, go around with me in this life I am leading,

be one of my personal household. There was something in the
way; his property was in the way. It was real property, a great
big landed estate, which required personal supervision, and needed
him to look after it. This stood in the way of the best that
he had seen beckoning to him; so Jesus calls him to a great renun-
ciation. Not for its own sake; you misinterpret this Scripture when
you read it as though the command to the young man to "sell all"

was the thing that Jesus commanded; that is only an incidental
thing; it is just to get an obstacle out of the way. The thing that
Jesus commanded him was "^Follow me"; and because his property
stood in the way and would not let him follow, Jesus directed him to

turn over that property into currency that would be available in the
place to which he was going by and by; and with his property turned
into what could be realized and used in the hereafter,—left free him-
self,—he could follow his ideal, and be the thing that had seemed to

him the noblest thing in life. Jesus appealed to this young man by
his own highest ideal, by his thought of the noblest possible use of

his own life; and failed in that appeal! Putting the best by the side

of the good, he chose the good, he refused the best. He did it to his

own surprise and astonishment, he went away sorrowful tnat he had
done it; and yet he did it, and Jesus failed to reach him by this mo-
tive of divinest temper. Oh, let it not be written of any young man
who is here in this house tonight thai Jesus Christ wanted him for a
disciple, for an apostle, that he sought to win him by the motive of

divinest temper, but failed to win him.
These four instances that are recorded on the pages of the Gospel

are sufficient to justify my statement that one of Jesus' ways of win-
ning men was the appeal to the best that is in them, to each man the
noblest ideal for himself. If we recognize this, there are two or three
considerations that will present themselves with force to us as we are

prepared to receive them. I may but suggest them. In the first

place there ought to come to us a new courage, a boldness, an en-

thusiasm in seeking to win men into the service of Christ, because by
our Master's method we are trying to win them to the noblest
thought they have ever had of themselves and of their life; we are

trying to bring them into that royal best, which God, in his grace,

has held up before them as the crown worth striving after and at-

taining. We are not inviting men to come into a treadmill, each
man's hand on the shoulder of his fellow and walking in a lock step.

No company of Christians is a prison gang. We belong to an army
with banners, to a people who sing psalms of triumph, who are on
the way to realize their noblest ambition, their highest ideal, their

largest conception of their own possibilities.

In the next place, if we lay hold of this method of Jesus it will

come to us that the argument for our being out and out Christians,

thoroughly devoted to Jesus Christ, is an argument that is just as

strong as is our ambition, just as strong as our desire to be that

noble soul which more than once in dreams has glittered before us
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as a possible image of ourselves. I cannot dwell on these two things

because I want to go to my last inference at once, which is concern-

ing you as soul winners. A friend of mine told me about being at

the monastery from which the St. Bernard dogs are sent out; and
he was there one morning after a storm when the dogs had come in

after a weary night at service and of searching; and one of those

dogs, a great, noble fellow, would not touch a bit of the abundant
food that was provided for them, he sUmk off into a corner with his

tail between his legs; he would not pay any attention to the endea-

vors of the monks to coax him to take some food. ''What is the

matter with him?" said my friend. "Oh," was the answer, "he is

so ashamed that he did not bring in anybody." He had been out all

night searching in the snows for lost travellers, and he was so

ashamed because he had not brought in anybody that he didn't want
anything to eat; he could not bear to be in the company of the other

dogs. Oh, beloved, what is heaven going to be for you, if, when you
get there, you have to say that you have not brought anybody in!

You have got to be a soul winner, and if you have got to be a soul

winner, is it not enough for the disciple that he be as his Master?

Wouldn't you better use Jesus' method? If one of Jesus' ways of

winning men was the appeal to the best that is in each man, won't it

be well for you to imitate Jesus and seek to win your scholars and
your fellows by the appeal to the best that there is in them, by the

appeal to the noblest ideal that each has formed for himself? The
Lord Jesus knew, for he knew what was in man, he knew at once by

that look of his down into the deep recesses of human souls, he could

find straightway that noblest possibility, that highest ideal, that best

that was in each. You and I are not so gifted; what shall we do,

then, that we may imitate Jesus in his method? Why, find out the

noblest possibilities in each one of our scholars, in each of these for

whom we work. It is there; else the bringing that one to Christ is

an impossibility and absurdity. Something there is in each one of

these for whom we labor, something there is unto which Jesus Christ

may cast himself, by which he may lift up unto himself ;_ and you

and I, fellow christians, are to find out what that something is in each

one of our scholars, in each one of these for whom we labor. They
tell the story that when William and his Normans started for the

conquest of England, upon the prow of the King's galley there was

the figure of a golden boy. Before us in our work there is the pic-

ture, not of a boy or girl of gold, but of the real boy, the real girl,

ten thousand times more precious, who is to be won to Jesus and

bound to him for a fellowship of eternal life; and in order that in

Jesus' way we may win the cliild unto himself, we must know the

child, individually, so completely and so thoroughly that we shall be

able to call up from the depths of his soul the noblest purpose for

the life that God has put into that childish heart, linking that to

Jesus and linking Jesus to him, so that the child in the carrying out

of a high purpose, in the fulfillment of a noble ambition, shall belong

to Christ.

If it seems to you that this to which I have come and with which

I end the message to you tonight, is simply that you, as a teacher,

are under the strongest and most weighty obligations to study the
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child, to know the child, to comprehend the child, so that you can

bring together the Saviour whom you know and the child whom you

know, so that they two shall be one; if you understand me that way,

you will have understood me aright.

Prof. Excell sang, as a solo, ''Since I lost my Sins and I found

my Saviour, There is Glory in my Soul," after which, ''Onward

Christian Soldiers'' was sung by the Convention.

A LOOK AT THE FIELD.

PKOF. H. M. HAMILL.

The subject assigned to me by the chairman of the program com-

mittee and very pertinently I take it, in view of my long journeys and

recent return, is "A Look at the Field." I am sure that the field is

a wide one. Six months ago I stood upon the farthest shore of the

far-away eastern Canadian provinces and watched the incoming of

the Atlantic tide; six weeks ago I was watching the sea lions as they

tumbled down from the cliffs near to the entrance of the Golden Gate

at San Francisco; and yet, the field was wider than any personal observ-

ation of mine. I was in the far-away southwest corner of the Union,

beautiful San Diego. I had only to look southward and see stretch-

ing out that new star in our great international galaxy, Mexico, and

then at Seattle a little later, as I looked to the north I saw the Brit-

ish provinces as a part of our International Union. It is indeed a

wide field. However swift the limited vestibule trains pass down the

mountain sides and through the valleys and over the arid plains that

lie between the Atlantic and Pacific, it is a journey of weariness to

encompass it. And yet the field, so far as its physical features are

concerned, though wide, is not best exhibited thus. I remember
that old Alceus, the Greek poet, asked a question like this, " What
constitutes a state?" And thus he answers it:

" Not high raised battlement or labored mound,
Thick wall or moated gate;

Not cities fair, with spire and turret crowned,
But men—high minded menl"'

The greatness of the International Field, is because of the great-

ness of the people who live npon it.

Now, I think I had better, within the limits of reasonable space,

recount some of the incidents that came to my knowledge as I trav-

ersed the field; and then sum up certain observations in general as to

the condition of the field. A year ago I started westward to Mon-
tana, the great mountain state. I wish I had the strong wings of

Asmodeus or the lamp of Aladdin, and could transport this great

company to-night upon that journey; I wish I could show you the

many colored and blanketed sons of the forests as they gathered to

greet the passing train. I wish I had time to tell you something of

the good work that is being wrought by consecrated men and women
who are living in their midst and teaching them the Gospel of the

Son of God. But I revel in recollections of beautiful Montana. I



Illinois State Sunday School Convention. 99

can see the lights and shadows chasing each other upon the sides of

its beautiful mountains; I can drink again its snow melted waters as

it comes coursing down the sides of those great cliffs; I strike hands
again with the warm-hearted people of that great western state, I

wish I could show you some of the cities of Montana as I was permit-
ted to look upon them: Helena, as fair, as clean, as compactly and
elegantly built, as beautiful, as any city in Illinois, surpassing in-

deed any city of its population that I know in this great Prairie

State, and that is saying a great deal. Then I wish I could take you
up the main streets of Butte, that great mining camp and see the out-
pouring of the miners at the going down of the sun in such a swirl

as could only be rivaled upon Wabash Avenue or Madison Street,

Chicago. And in all of these cities there are earnest, faithful men
and women as devoted to Sunday-school work, as loyal to the inter-

national cause, as any who are here to-night.

We had a splendid convention in the little Mountain City of

Boseman. I haven't time to enter into details, but I was most agree-

ably surprised in this my first far western Sunday-school tour to find

that the outposts of civilization went far beyond Montana. Indeed
I should search in vain for them unless some solitary state out in the

Pacific Ocean is indicative of the limit of our great civilization.

If any of you journey to the West with the expectation of hiding
yourself within the railroad trains for fear of the effervescent cowboy,
let me assure you that no finer audience can greet a speaker stand-

ing upon the platform of the Illinois Sunday-school Convention
than those which gathered on the Pacific Coast from Seattle to San
Diego. The best blood of the nation has been poured out in that di-

rection. Some of the truest sons and daughters of the most high
God live right there in the shadow of the mountains and in sight of

the western sea. I journeyed backward to Boston. I desire to halt

there just for a moment and bring before the Illinois Convention
what a man saw with his own eyes, a season of refreshing to our spir-

its in view of passing events. In the Providence of God and by the

grace of my brethren, I was called to the chairmanship of the Nomi-
nating Committee composed of sixty or more gentlemen representing

all the states and territories of the United States and the Provinces
of Canada. Our most important business was the selection of the

International Lesson Committee for six years upon the expiration of

the term of those who occupy the present term. It was a serious

problem given us to solve. I remember the face of Dr. Blackall,

Prince among Baptists, as he sat at my left as secretary of the com-
mittee. I remember good Brother Lucas of New Brunswick, Can-
ada, and Brother Roeder of California, and others from North, South,

East and West. We fully realized the gravity of the situation and
we lifted up our hearts in prayer to God, This matter was then re-

ferred to a sub- committee of seven, and we sat one day fourteen solid

hours, listening to everybody who had grievances to present or peti-

tions to offer, and they were most courteously and patiently heard by
this sub-committee. There were rival claims upon us; there were
some smaller denominations pressing them upon us. Canada vied

with the United States. And after days had passed, during which
the committee had been in almost continuous session, we came to an
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nnderstanding as to who slionld constitute the next lesson commit-
tee. At the beginning it was asked that no person should be put
uj)on the next lesson committee except with the hearty and unani-
mous sanction of the seven composing the sub-committee. A single

word of rejection or censure upon the part of either of the seven
would effectually have put aside the claims of anyone whose name
might have been presented. "We voted unanimously as a sub-com-
mittee, and then in much trepidation of spirit we went before the

big committee, and they questioned us. How they did thrust their

questions in upon the sub-committee until we quaked in our shoes !

Then by and by when the last question had been asked and the last

answer made and we waited longingly in our hearts for the final

issue, the motion came to make it unanimous on the part of the big
committee; and it loas unanimous, and we joined hands and sang
' 'Blessed be the Tie that Binds," and the next day we went before

the International Convention, 2,000 strong, and there it was made
unanimous by the hearty acceptance of the convention. Now, breth-

ren, of all the recollections of the past year the thing that was near-

est to me was the almost unveiling of the hand of our God as he gave
guidance and patience and wisdom to this committee in the selection

of those who are to serve us at the head of our great international

lesson work. I believe that God's hand is with us in this Avork. As
in the ancient days of the church the jDresence of the Holy Spirit was
manifest, so was it in the little ''upper room" of Tremont Temple
at Boston in the selection of the next International Lesson Com-
mittee.

Now, you may follow me down to the land of Dixie, and I like to

go there, you will pardon me, for I am native and to the manor born
in the South. I went down into Dixie upon orders of my chief. I

was in Dixie during the coldest winter weather of the past season,

and in South Carolina during the very hottest. I had the antipodes

in the matter of climate in the South. If I had time I would like to

tell you of the brethren of South Carolina, of the fine convention
they had right down in the midst of their malarial swamps, of the or-

ganization of an excellent primary union in the old staid conserva-

tive City of Charleston; of the fine work being done in Spartans-
burg, North Carolina, where C. H. Hill, a member of the Interna-

tional Executive Committee, has enthused his spirit into the workers.

I had a tour of two weeks in the state .of Tennessee and fell in love

with Nashville; the best blood in the City of Nashville is enlisted in

Sunday-school work. I found the professors in Vanderbilt Univer-
sity and in other institutions of learning actively engaged in the work
of the Sunday-school. I followed in the wake of Brother Bachman,
General Secretary of Sunday-school work in Tennessee, up and down
the valleys and mountains. I want to take the liberty of disabusing
the minds of any here as to the mountain whites of the South. There
is a great deal of gush and sentiment poured out in certain papers
about the "mountain wliites." I tell you this, if you go among these
mountain whites, save the lawlessness and disregard of social conven-
tionalities, you will find in the best of these people a sturdy inde-

pendence, a genuine hearty hospitality, a quick recognition of the
things that are right, a respect for the Gospel and for those who come
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to present it. I never found a more cordial reception anywhere than

I did among the mountain whites in eastern Tennessee.

The state of Kentucky: There you find a strong association in

many respects, made strong by a state of facts which exists in many
of our own states, and that is the support given it by its great central

city; just what Chicago is to Illinois, Louisville, Kentucky, is to the

Blue Grass State. 11,500 of the bills of the Kentucky Sunday-school

Union are paid by the Sunday-schools of Louisville. The pastors

and leading Sunday-school men of the City of Louisville are conspi-

cuously in evidence at the state convention from year to year.

Later I had the pleasure of going to the far East. I rode through

the crimson and gold of the Green Mountains touched by the spear of

autumn and winter, and I had the pleasure of greeting for the first

time the Vermont brethren. It was a delightful convention, in the

spirit that took possession of it, in the progressiveness of its meth-
ods, in the faithful attention to details that go to make up a success-

ful convention. It had one unique feature: Ian Maclaren from
Drumtochty had come all the way to this country .to deliver a series

of lectures, and the brethren of Vermont had the pleasure of incor-

porating a lecture from him into the midst of their program. Then
I had the further pleasure of a visit to old Maine and to New Hamp-
shire and to New Brunswick and to Nova Scotia and to Prince Ed-
ward Island.

I would like to tell you something about our Canadian brethren.

They are slow sometimes to get acquainted with; there is a certain

sort of conservatism about them, and the only spell that will break it

is the Sunday-school spell. The open sesame to their hearts is the

International Sunday-school work. They are exceedingly careful as

to two things. One is that the Sabbath shall be honored in their

larger and smaller cities. Our Lord's day is a very quiet day in

Hamilton and Toronto and in London and in other Ontario cities.

And they have an excellency in another respect; whenever a Sunday-
school convention or meeting is convened, you will find the men as

well as the women conspicuous in the assemblages. In the city of

London I remember that at half past three o'clock on one occasion I

saw an audience nearly as large as this, upon a week day, composed
more largely of men than of women; that was something I hadn't the

pleasure of seeing in the United States.

I wish I could introduce you to the president of the Nova Scotia

Sunday-school work. I will tell you a little incident that has in it

some elements of humor, and at the same time it gives me occasion

to remember with great joy the high position he holds. I was invit-

ed by the president of the Nova Scotia Convention to become his

guest in Old Halifax. It was Saturday night, and I had been intro-

duced to him as the recently elected president. Tli^y called him
Captain Winn, his familiars called him Jack. I saw him as he was
clad in an English hunting coat and with very little attention to the

conventionalities of dress, and I saw he was a bright, energetic man
who seemed to have the key to the situation in his hand, and I cordi-

ally accepted his invitation. I landed in Halifax Saturday night
with downpouring rain, and next morning, as I had occasion to speak
twice upon the Sabbath day I declined his invitation to go to the
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Garrison Chapel. I said to him, "1 have seen the real thing, Cap-
tain; I was a boy in the Army and I have been in some pitched bat-

tles, and I am very little concerned about seeing a dress parade on
Sunday morning of militia. It was all pleasantly said and pleasantly

responded to. He said, "I think you will miss something if yon
don't go with me." I staid in-doors, and a little while after I said to

his wife, "1 wish you would tell me of what company of militia your
husband is captain?" You ought to have seen the flash in the eye of

that little English woman! "Why," she said, -'My husband is Cap-
tain Jack Winn of the Royal Engineers, one of the Queen's crack reg-

iments; do you want to see his medals?" So I looked upon the table,

and there were medals for valiant service in India and Egypt and
South Africa! You may be sure as quick as I could I hied me
down to the Glarrison Chapel. I went in very meekly. There I saw
British soldiers, of the regular British Army. I was introduced to

General Montgomery Moore, a grizzled English veteran, and to Col.

somebody else, and by and by I made my most abject bow of apology
to Captain Jack Winn of the Royal Engineers. Captain Jack is not
only Captain of the Royal Engineers in her Majesty's service, but
Captain of the Sunday-school hosts of Nova Scotia, and quite as eflB-

cient in the one as in the other.

Now, go with me a little while and take a look at the Western
field. I started in at Denver. Just uj) in the middle of the city you
will find on the big brick building which serves as a public building,

the legend, '^A mile above sea level." That was my first acquaintance
with Denver. I had a kind welcome from the Sunday-school Union
and its Primary Union, and then I journeyed onto Colorado Springs.

I went down into New Mexico. I want, now, to put before my
brethren a plea in behalf of forlorn,isolated and hard worked preachers
and Sunday school missionaries of the territory of New Mexico.
Their conditions are far severer than are publicly imagined. They
have exceedingly little encouragement. They are in the midst of a
great foreign and alien population; they are fighting the battle there
for us, and are not cheered on by the hosts of the Sunday-school and
church who live in these more favored states. My heart went out in

great sympathy toward these preachers of New Mexico, some of whom
I was brought especially in contact with, who receive very little en-

couragement and have to exist upon an exceedingly small salary.

They are planting Sunday-schools all along the line of the railroad;

they are pushing out into the interior and capturing the children of

Romish parents, many of whom are beginning to attend the Protest-
ant Sunday schools. They are making headway among the Mexicans
and Indians. I was in Indian schools and Mexican Sunday-schools.
I saw schools made up, in no small part, of the children of Romish
parents. ThQse protestant missionaries and pastors are doing a great
work in that western land.

Then I went into Arizona. At Phoenix I found a convention that
was exceedingly cosmopolitan in its membership. We had brethren of

all conditions religiously, and all beliefs, doctrinally. I had the pleas-

ure for the first time in my Sunday-school work of sitting beside
three delegates of the church of the Latter Day Saints. I did not
feel very comfortable at first, I must confess. I thought that some-
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how the gates had been opened a little too wide, and I am not sure

but that I was right in that supposition; but I did comfort myself

with this reflection, that I would rather be sitting in a convention by
the representatives of a church which had attempted to add the reve-

lations of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young to Christianity, than to

be sitting by the side of those who profess Christianity, but eliminate

from it the divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ. This was one of the

best Sunday-school County Conventions I ever attended. Phoenix is

a beautiful city.

Then I went into California. This is a great state, extending so

far in length as to take two days to traverse it. Its territory is di-

vided between the Upper and Southern California Associations. I

have pleasant memories of Los Angeles and San Diego, in Southern
California. Los Angeles is a beautiful city, with fine men and
women, and splendid churches and schools. I had the pleasure of

taking by the hand Dr. Day, formerly the distinguished pastor of the

Congregational Church, at Ottawa. I happened to be in his church
seven years ago when he delivered his farewell address, and the first

hand extended to me in Los Angeles was his. I met men and women
from all parts of the country who have carried with them the best

ideas and methods of Sunday-school work. We had a fine conven-

tion in San Francisco. I had the rare pleasure of seeing the China-

man at his best. There are twenty thousand Chinamen in the city

of San Francisco. Many of them are being reached, Sunday-schools
are organized among them, and they are being educated to carry the

Gospel to their brethren in their native land and in this country.

The last night of the San Francisco convention as I passed out the

door I was accosted by two young Chinamen; one of them acted as

spokesman, and said, "How do you do?" I took him by the hand.

"You go back down the street?" "Yes." "What church you be-

long to?" "Methodist." "I Baptist." I said, "Where do you be-

long, John?" "I belong down here at Dr. Boynton's." We went
on down the street, and John said, "I be preacher, I think; how
long it take for me to be preacher?" "You may go to work and
preach the Gospel to your people here." "But I want to study the

Bible, I want to be a good preacher." I gave him all the encourage-
ment I could. I have come back from that far distant coast with a

much higher degree of respect for Chinamen than I could possibly

have attained to at a distance.

I went into Oregon. I had the kindest treatment from the

brethren there. I have a most pleasant recollection of the preachers

of Portland. I insist upon it, brethren, we ought to cultivate the

pastors of churches. I met one hundred preachers of that live

western city and put before them the international work, its mean-
ing, purposes and methods, and I never received a kinder reception

than was accorded me by those men of God.
Then I went on to Washington. I found that the last end of my

journey was, in some respects, its best. There was a hastily called

convention at Seattle which filled the large church, and we had a
fine program and a fine spiritual occasion. I wish to say again that
it is worth while for us to get the ear of the pastors of the churches.
If the pastor is the eye of the church, he is the shepherd and knows
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his sheep; so I urge npon the brethren here tonight who are con-

nected with county organization or township work to get the ear of

the pastors^ put these men at your head, and let them lead the move-
ment.

Secondly, I desire to put before you the necessity of cultivating

the art of money gathering. At one place on my trip I asked that

the request of the International Executive Committee for a collec-

tion be complied with. The brother expressed his ' 'sorrow" and his

''regret" and I asked in a whisper that he should let me take his

place. I took his place, and I did not regret nor move any resolu-

tion of sympathy, I simply said, "Here is the International work,"
and I told them what it was doing; and they raised $135.

I want to say a word in reference to the Primary Unions. I have
pleasant memories of the Los Angeles Primary Union. They gave

me a beautiful boquet of red and white roses that I could hardly

clasp with my two arms. I had the pleasure of learning that in

many of these western cities Primary Unions are the main spring of

the work. The Primary Union at Denver is the life of the work in

the state of Colorado. In Seattle a Primary Union has been organ-

ized. Let me say to you ladies who are interested in these unions; if

you are enlisted as auxiliaries of the International and State work
you can be of inestimable benefit to this work; but if you isolate

yourselves, if you dwell apart in camps by yourselves and do not re-

alize your opportunity and improve it, as do your Western sisters, I

hardly think that the Primary Unions will be a blessing or help to

the Illinois Sunday-school Association,

The point of the matter is this, if you go into a community where
there is a live Primary Union holding a weekly meeting, where there

is not an efficient county organization, you may use the Primary
Union to bring about the thing you have in view as Sunday-school
workers. I found this to be true in some of the cities which I

visited, hence I emphasize it to-night.

And now I have this word to say—I wouldn't have dared to say it

last night, it would have violated the conventionalities of the occa-

sion to have ventured any word upon the matter that I shall speak

of, and I am not going to speak it ex cathedra. I shall speak it, I

trust, in good judgment and soberness of spirit. I think the best

thing the Illinois Sunday-school Association has done was to vote

last year as you did, unhindered and unprejudiced by any words that

went before, that you wanted a lesson for the primary classes in com-
mon with the scholars of the big schools. I believe you have shown
your wisdom in that respect. I stand here to say tonight that the
beginning of the disintegration of the International lesson system is

to date simultaneously with the selection of a separate lesson for

the Primary Unions of this nation. I haven't the shadow of a doubt
of it. You will have two reviews, you will have two teachers' meet-
ings, you will have two sets of literature, you will have two printing

presses running where one is needed now. It will be the entering
wedge, and when it is once driven into the system, it will be only a

matter of time when there will be no international lesson system and
no reuniting of the hosts of Christendom in the grand study of the

same lesson, at the same hour, upon the Lord's day. I believe the
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vote taken last night, quietly and unostentatiously, as it was, indi-

cates the large good sense of the women of the Illinois Sunday-school
Convention in asking that the lessons be continued for the future as

they have been for the twenty-five years of the glorious past. I want
to ask any one here who favors a separate lesson for the Primary De-
partment to show me any warrant in the study of the Scriptures for

the selection of different portions of the word of God to be taught
particularly to the children. Our Lord Jesus Christ, when he ad-

dressed the adults, the fathers and mothers, the proud Pharisees and
the carping Sadducees, the publicans and sinners, embellished his dis-

course with figures of speech, and without a parable speaking noth-

ing; he taught them the truth by way of simile; but mark you this:

our Lord left no hint behind him as to how he would have taught

little children. Our Lord did use parables because of the dull

senses of his hearers; the keen spiritual sense of the child does not

need it so much. I lay it down as an educational proposition that

cannot be successfully challenged, that a child in its early, sensitive,

tender, susceptible and spiritual years, needs less of the objective

in the teaching which is given to it than it ever shall need at

any subsequent period in its life. I do not care if this proposition

reverses every law laid down in the books. I insist upon it, that al-

though our Lord taught by parable the adults, when he turned to

the child he said, ''I thank Thee, Father in Heaven, that Thou hast

hidden these things from the wise and hast revealed them unto
babes," little children. I believe, if he were teaching, he would not

have recourse to so much objective as there is clamor for. I do not

want to be misunderstood. I have been privileged in my life to teach

in the public schools. I will put an illustration before you as to one

lesson for the child of the primary department, and for the old man
or woman of the adult class. Suppose, for instance, I take the heart

in a picture, or in a real figure, and set it before the child of the

primary department. I can have that child just as intelligently, just

as scientifically, study that heart as the professor of anatomy in a

medical college. He studies it with the limitations of his own im-

mature mind, and with the idea simply of getting an idea of the

heart in its roughest and crudest outline. Then I pass on up grad-

ually and study the motions of the heart and analyze it, take it apart,

and knowledge increases. Thus we would anatomically study the

heart, and it may be studied by the child and the old man, and it is

a lesson to one and the other, it may be studied successfully and
scientifically. I believe that the Word of God that is studied by

father and mother may be also studied at the same hour by the child.

Now, a word of caution right here. We have been moved by influ-

ences that do not make for the peace of our Sunday-school Israel.

We have been sharply criticised in a recent address by a brilliant

gentleman, who evidently spoke from the standpoint of secular edu-

cation, and especially upon the score of our educational methods with

respect to primary education. I fear that some of our Queens in

primary teaching have unnecessarily yielded too easily to the criticism

that so unwisely and unfairly have been thrown upon the shoulders

of the Sunday-school workers. I fancy that the time will never

eome when we can make the Sunday-school, studying one hour a
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week, the equal in fine educational methods, and in large results,

judging wholly from the educational standpoint, of a school manned
for five days in the week, and taught six hours a day, by thoroughly pre-

pared public school teachers. I am not going to accept that challenge.

Any challenge issuing from a mistaken public school man, who de-

mands of the Sunday-school teacher that he shall show the thorough-

ness of method and largeness of work disclosed by the public school

teacher, is one that I shall never deign to accept; but I want to insist

that the movement which has set in upon our Primary teachers in

the endeavor to force them to choose separate lessons, comes from
the source of "the new education," and not from the old traditional

and reverent spirit of the fathers of Sunday-school work, nay, even
of the secular work, in the United States. There are many men,
just now, who are exhibiting their astuteness in the cultivation of

fads. Do you know that the man who cultivates a fad and throws it

out upon the people, is a man who wants to attain notoriety by
quicker methods than could possibly come to him in the slow way of

merit.

1 would like to give my idea in relation to Primary work. First

of all, I don't believe in much of the current "child study." I think
that a mother who has raised a family of boys knows more in one
minute about genuine child training than any one who has simply a

theory, with no practical experience. I sympathize with Mrs.
Breckenridge, of Kentucky, that saintly, white-haired old Presby-

terian mother. When a lady friend said to her on one occasion,

"Do you not unduly emphasize the doctrine of total depravity?"

the old lady, with a smile upon her face, but with earnestness in her
tone, replied, " If you had had the raising of five boys, as I have,

and brought them up from boyhood in Kentucky, and made sober,

Christian men of them, most of them preachers, you would believe in

the doctrine of total depravity as much as I do." I have this firm

belief: I believe that the tendency of the faddist in this child study
to-day is to eliminate wholly the Scriptural idea of the child. / be-

lieve in the conversion of little children. I believe in the spiritual re-

generation of little children. I believe that God's truth about child-

hood is of infinitely more account in Primary instruction than all the

finely spun theories that may emanate from these impractical and
unscriptural child students of this closing decade of the 19th cen-

tury. I hear Jesus Christ saying, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, that

which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is

spirit—ye must be born from above, or born again." That applies to

children, and I don't care how much you love children—Hove them
quite as much as you do; there is no sight in all this wide world so

dear to me as the face of a little child; I would leave the side of

President McKinlcy to sit beside a little child and hear its prattle

—

but I believe God knows the hearts of children better than we know
them, and God says, both of the child and of the adult, that the re-

fining fires of the Holy Ghost must run through the heart and life

and mind and conscience of that child before it is an heir of heaven
and in the kingdom of Christ. You can't train it into religion; you
can't educate it into religion; you can't get children into the King-
dom by sentimental words or pleasant utterances, or by any finely
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woven webs of teaching. You get them into it only by the direct act

of the Holy Spirit regenerating the heart. I recall what is written

in the Old Testament, ''Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin

did my mother conceive me;" and in the New Testament we find

these words spoken by Paul the Apostle, "We were, by nature, the

children of wrath;" and I set these two declarations of Holy Writ
over against all the stuff that passes current among many so-called

teachers of little children.

Lastly, let me urge upon you, brethren, an all-soundness in your
work. One man goes in the direction of the Home Department;
another looks with partial eye upon the Normal work; another is

pressing house to house visitation; still another has the idea that the

Primary work is the panacea for all the ills that afflict our Sunday-
school life. Let me beg of you to keep in motion all the wheels of

the machinery, and to observe the spirit within the wheels. What
we need in our Sunday-school work is not one-sidedness, but all-

roundedness, in the development of our methods. All hail to

house to house visitation and to the Home Dej)artment, these two
strong arms of our modern Sunday-school work; one goes out and
gathers in; the other takes the Bible in hand and carries it into

homes that are isolated; yet these two things are not sufficient in

themselves. We do well in our counties and townships to build up
the structure into systematic proportions and give emphasis, not to

one department only, but to all as far as it is possible. I want to

give you one illustration that came to me as I passed into Southern
California for the first time. We had been riding over the arid

plains of Arizona until, bye and bye, we saw the great snow-crowned
mountains in the distance; then our train crawled over the heights

and then dashed down amid the orange and lemon groves in the vi-

cinity of Pasadena, and I looked up and saw again the beautiful

mountains, stately, snow-capped, solitary sentinels of the Pacific

coast. Then I saw a great canal laid out from the mountains going
down through those beautiful groves, which were laden with the

golden apples of Hesperides; then, as the traiu passed on, I saw big

ditches and minor ditches, laterals and sub-laterals, through which
the water ran to nourish the orchards and the flowers. Then I

looked back at the old mountains in the distance; and they told me
that billions of gallons of water from the melted snow were piled up
behind great San Bernardino, and through this great ditch, and its

laterals and sub-laterals, this water of life flowed to flower and tree.

It was a fit figure to me of our great International field and Interna-

tional work. Stored up by the International Association is the water

of Sunday-school life, pouring out into the States, Territories and
Provinces, then into the Counties, then into the Townships, until, by
and by, it reaches the individual school and the individual worker.

And as from the old mountains covered with snow there came that

melted water, so from the old Bible, the sentinel of the ages, that

never removes from its ancient landmark, comes the inspiration and
real life of our International field, passing out over the States and
Territories into the Counties and Townships, reaching the solitary

school and worker and giving visions of hopefulness for the future

and of strength for the present moment.
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THIRD DAY. THURSDAY, MAY 13.

MORNING SESSION.

The Workers' Conference, led by Mr. W. B. Jacobs, convened at

8 A. M.

"Nearer my God to Thee" was sung, and Brother Blanchard offered

prayer.

Mr. Jacobs introduced to the convention Mr. E. E. Exter, re-

marking that he was the gentleman whose insistency got the people

together and made them believe that they could entertain the con-

vention at Belleville. Mr. Exter bowed his acknowledgements and

was tendered a very cordial Chatauquan salute.

"Come, Thou Almighty King" was sung.

THE COUNTY SECKETAEY'S WOKK.
Miss C. R. Haldaman. Secretary Jackson County S. S. Association.

Dear Fellow Workers :—This is my second year as county
secretary, and I can only tell you of che work we are trying to do in

Jackson County. Our Object this year is "To bring every child in

the county into the S. S. and to the Lord Jesus Christ." We have
not accomplished this yet, but with the co-operation of a corps of

earnest vice-presidents, we hope in the near future, to be able

to say that there is a S. S. within reach of every boy and girl in

the county. The outlook this year is encouraging, compared with
last year's reports. This is accounted for from the fact that our coun-
ty president and chairman of executive committee are two of Jack-
son County's most influential Christian business men, who put the
same business principles into the S. S. that has made them successful

in secular work.
At the beginning of this S. S. year I received a letter from the

chairman which he asked me to copy and send to each vice-president

in the county. This I did. Then I wrote him like this : "Recog-
nizing your executive ability, I am at your service to 'obey orders.

'

"

My physical and financial strength are very limited, but with God's
help I am willing to write the letters. He has given me plenty of

work. Since our county convention last August I have written 128
S. S. letters and 29 postals. By writing to the vice-presidents we se-

cured the names of the S. S. superintendents and secretaries of nearly

all the schools in the county. Then Chairman Schwartz had station-'

ery prepared with a list of the townships, Sunday-schools, superin-

tendents and secretaries with post-office addresses on one side, and
provided each vice-president with this paper, requesting them to use

it in their S. S. correspondence. By this our schools are brought into

touch with our S. S. officials. This paper is headed with the names
and postoffice addresses of all the county officers and township presi-
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dents. A few weeks prior to each township convention I write each
vice-president what Brother Jacobs calls a "love letter." I also en-

close a "formal letter" and ask them to copy it on the paper provided
by the Association, and send to each Sunday-school in the township,
giving special invitations to the convention, naming date and place of

meeting, and many other things we wish them to know. Most all of

our vice-presidents have complied with this request. Some of them
are taking hold of the S. S. work this year for all it is worth, and we
already see the fruits of their earnest efforts.

We have held 13 township conventions this S. S. year. I have at-

tended all but 2, and have reports from them. The attendance and
interest were good in each, and nearly every S. S. was represented by
delegates. The public offering for county and state S. S. work has been
unusually good. At our conference meeting for county and town-
ship officers, February 16, Chairman Schwartz read a letter of sug-
gestions for our year's work. This was adopted by a unanimous vote.

I was requested to send a copy to each newspaper in the county. I

headed these letters, "S. S. Superintendents, p)lease clip this letter and
read it to your S. S." One of the most important points in this let-

ter is "decision days." These are the first Sundays of .June and Oc-
tober. We are making earnest appeals to our superintendents and
teachers to not let these days pass without presenting Christ as a per-

sonal Savior to their pupils, and plead and pray with them to accept
Him. Through a united effort, and the abiding presence of the
Holy Spirit, many souls shall be garnered in on these days. Our
county president provided me with a minute book and requires me to

keep a record of all our Sunday-school meetings. I send a report of

each to one of our county papers, so it is known over the county when
and where our meetings are, what we are doing, and who of the county
officers were present. I met an editor recently who asked: "Is not
this International S. S. work a new thing ? I never heard very much
about it until this year, and most every week's paper has some S. S.

news." Then I thought, "Is it possible that the Jackson County
S. S. Association is 31 years old and some people in the county never
heard of it until recently ?" It is time to introduce this Association
to the press, and our county president was right when he said : "Ev-
ery successful business advertises." Through the press our county
officers are known to every Sunday-school. I speak of our own work
that you may know what can be done by a county secretary who is

blest with the dictation of an efficient county president and chairman
of executive committee, and other willing co-workers, and an associ-

ation that defrays all expenses. But I would not have you think that I

am "sailing on flowery beds of ease," if my expenses are paid ; for a
county secretary has no idle time, if she does the work that is re-

quired. We make our S. S. work a subject of prayer, "for we are la-

borers together with God." "He has promised us great things and
we are working to obtain them. The success this year, no doubt,
largely depends on the remarkable fact, that the chairman of the ex-
ecutive committee is a lawyer, and when he gives "orders" to his co-

workers, we feel that we must "obey the law." With the co-operation

of the S. S. people, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we mean to
make this the best S. S. year in the history of the Jackson County
S. S. Association.
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COUNTY S. S. MISSIONARY WORK.
A. W. Snyder, Kaox Co. S. S. Missionary.

Among the very last words of our Master were these, ''Go ye into

all the world and preach the gospel to every creature."

Our County S. S. Association some time ago, in looking over the

field, were led to believe that as far as Knox County was concerned,

it was not faithfully fulfilling this injunction.

While modesty forbids my saying more than that our county is

among the best in the state, both intellectually and spiritually, we
found that the gospel was not preached to every creature in it, and
that many people in the farming districts were practically not reached.

We found that in the villages the ground was successfully covered,

but that their influence did not extend beyond their borders. The
country churches are too far apart to do the necessary work. The
Sunday-schools were struggling heroically to do their share of

the work, but seemed to fall far short of taking the gospel to every
creature, so, after much thought and prayer, a missionary was put
into the county to help the Sunday-schools, and, as far as possible, to

take the gospel to the neglected parts of the county. This mission-

ary devotes his entire time to the work. We now know from experi-

ence that no other agency at work within our borders does more or as

much for the expense incurred as this missionary effort. The work
is done entirely through the Sunday-schools of the county.

While we are not yet doing all that ought to be done, we are do-

ing very much more than could be doue without -a permanent mis-

sionary. Neighborhoods where preachers are seldom seen are visited

and canvassed. Homes and hearts are open to the missionary that are

not so open to regular ministers.

This effort interests and enlists many who are wholly indifferent

to denominational church work.

Although the missionary's visits to some of the Sunday-schools

are necessarily rare, yet all are stronger and better from the fact that

they know he is in the field and always ready to help when necessary.

Incidentally the missionary assists the county organization very ma-
terially. From his intimate contact with every part of the county,

he knows the needs and wants of each section, and is thus in a posi-

tion to intelligently direct their efforts into proper channels.

Fellow-workers, it seems to me that we are too much inclined to

act on the defensive in our work. We should be more aggressive and
reach out and help every creature to a knowledge of Jesus Christ.

The county officers throughout our state are faithful, earnest men
and women, and are doing splendid work for the Master, but they

have cares and interests of a personal nature to look after and attend

to. Let us put into each county a consecrated man or woman and
pay them for their services, and let them devote their entire time to

Sunday-school and evangelical work. I am thoroughly convinced

that no other agency could be employed in this state that would re-

sult so triumphantly for Christ and the church as this.

Bible Societies, Christian Endeavor, and kindred societies, the
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Salvation Army and the like, all have their places, but none of these

reach the people that can be reached by a county S. S. missionary.

None of them can rightly do his work.
Our great adversary, the devil> is wide awake to his interests, and

is using new and old devices to lead the children astray. We must be
equally wide awake and use every available means to lead our children

and our neighbors' children to know that their only safety is in Jesus
Christ. Jesus said, "Of such is the kingdom of heaven."

Send devoted, earnest followers of the lowly Nazarene to the neg-
lected rural districts, and preach the gospel in the school houses or

barns, or carpenter shops, or under the trees, any where.

It is not difficult to get an audience. Our experience is that peo-
ple will come out to hear the Word if presented near enough to their

homes. ' Our work has resulted in forming new churches, reviving

old ones and quickening whole communities to a sense of their re-

sponsibility to God.
A missionary can often harvest the seed sown in union Sunday-

schools that could hardly be gathered in any other way.
Knox County knows that paid missionary work is a decided suc-

COUNTY NORMAL WORK.
Rev. G. B. Safpord, President Iroquois Co. S. S. Association.

Christian Friends: I love the people who do things, and I love
the normal work because it is designed to do two things: to help the
people to do things and to discover the people who are willing to do
things and are not doing them, who do not know just how to begin.
My experience with normal work during the last few years has been
that it is the most efficient of all our agencies in accomplishing these
two purposes: it discovers the workers who are willing to work but
who do not know just how to go about it, and leads them out into
the fields of activity where they find new talents which they never
supposed they possessed.

County Normal work is normal work conducted through the Coun-
ty Sunday-school organization. There are two things to which I call

attention: First, When to begin county normal work. Second, How
to begin it. County normal work should be begun two generations
before it becomes visible, two normal generations, in my judgment.
You remember the answer to the question that was asked a prominent
gentleman: "When should the training of a child commence?" And
he said, "One hundred years before it is born." To give our normal
work a proper place in the heart of the people requires that it shall

be considered as a matter of growth. You can't legislate normal
work into a county. You may legislate house to house visitation and
home departments into your county, but not normal work.
There is nothing quite so peculiar as normal work. It takes genuine
hard work to carry it on. When you take these lessons of Professor
Hamill and realize that you must commit them to memory if you
would know them, and remember every word, it requires a positive

effort. So I say, It is necessary to have our County Normal work be-
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gin two generations back in order to give the work time to have full

play in the hearts of the people.

The best thing in my humble judgment about normal work is not

in the added information which it gives to those who study, nor the

practice in systematic arrangement of truth, but a more settled and
potent influence than that and one which is very rich in its prospec-

tive hopefulness; that is an utter dissatisfaction with the present, and
an arousing of the spirit to reach out after new things. This is the

first result. The second is that by gaining practical and useful in-

formation attention is directed to the place from which help comes,

viz: to the State Sunday-school Association, which, I believe is the

best means the Lord has ever given on earth for helping in practical

work.
Now, in reference to the second point. How to legin. Never having

studied under any one else, the few suggestions I have to make I have

gleaned simply from my own experience. The first step in organizing

is to select a superintendent from one of the classes you have held. You
should have your class organized, with some capable person who is will-

ing to undertake it in charge. Out of that class it is to be hoped there

will be some who will develop into efficient workers. Select your super-

intendent from those interested in the work. Let us not be easily

disheartened by signs of apathy. What reason have we to expect any-

thing else? We are in this work not to be discouraged by the dis-

couragements we meet, but to give encouragement to the men and

women who are discouraged. We are to put heart into the people

who are doing the work; therefore the first requisite is strong faith

in God which cannot be shaken by apparent discouragements or

by any mishaps.
After the superintendent is selected I would make much of county

normal work in the next convention; explain it thoroughly, in all its

parts. But do not stop there: this must be followed up and driven

home to individuals. Conventions are splendid things in their places,

but friends, I believe there is one agency that is far more powerful

than any convention, that is the little local personal conference with

the selected workers. I believe it is the most powerful agency for

good that we have within our reach, to come into personal contact

with people in the different localities. Call a township conference

on a week day, not on Sunday. Let the people come who will; ten

or eleven are enough; you don't want many more than that; then

talk your work into them, explain it; don't talk about anything else;

and before you let them go, by the help of God make each one prom-

ise that by a certain date they will endeavor to have one of these

classes in their school. I am sick and tired of getting together

and having a splendid time and a great deal of enthusiasm, and then

having it all stop right there. My dear mother loves to put up
fruits, and she puts up a great deal each year. We consume a great

deal of that in the winter time, but when the spring comes the new
fruit always grinds out the old, and the problem in the household is

what to do with the old fruit; my mother will say, "I put that up
three years ago," and the unfortunate thing is that it goes begging.

A great many people go to conventions and put things down in sugar



Illinois State Sunday School Convention. 113

and let them stay there in sugar until the next convention. Let us
not put them down in sugar but put them into practice.

When you go before your township conference try to get them to

take hold of the work. I think this is a matter of great importance:
there are 365 days in every year; don't be greedy and take them all,

take one that is yiear at hand and resolve by God's help you will put
this thing in practice for that day; if you can't do it, take another.

If I were County Normal Superintendent now I should make a great

deal of the fact of the absence of encouragement. By circular letter

I would communicate with all the workers in the county bringing
whatever hopeful thing I could to their attention. What this world
needs more than anything else short of God's gospel is encourage-
ment. This is what we all need. We don't want criticism. We know
our own faults well enough. If people would encourage us in what
little good we are doing we would probably try to do more good. Let
us also have recognition of normal work in our county conventions
somewhat after the plan used in this convention. Never fail to rec-

ognize the work that has been done. Nothing makes us feel so good
as to have some man who is bigger than we are come and pat us on
the back and say, "You have done well."

WOEK OF THE DISTEICT PEESIDENT.

Hon. J. B. Joy, President Tenth S. S. District.

I used to think I understood something of what the district pres-
ident ought to be; but I am like the man that used to lecture on
"How to bring up a boy." Some years afterward, somebody asked
him about it, how to do it, and he said, "I don't know anything about
it: I used to know, but I have a boy of my own now and I don't know
anything about it." I don't suppose any one can understand thor-

oughly the office and work of a district president until he is placed
in the office; and then I think he almost always will find he knows
less about it as the time goes on. There are only two things of which
I will speak this morning, each of which I feel should be empha-
sized. The district president should attend the county conventions in

his district, I was in a county meeting not a great while ago where
the district president was spoken of, and they said they never saw their

District President, he never attended their convention. In our dis-

trict there are six counties, and six conventions. The year before
this I attended seven. And I would have attended one or two more
if they had not occurred at a time when I could not possibly leave
home. This may need a little explanation: we had our six conven-
tions and I attended one in another district, which I understood their

district president could not attend, I did not want it to go by de-
fault, so I attended the convention. That summer I had made ar-

rangements with my family to give them a little outing, and two of
my conventions came at the very time I had planned for that trip. I

didn't know what to do about it, I couldn't possibly miss the con-
ventions, nor could I disappoint my family, so I hitched up my two
horses and carriage and took my wife and three children and I drove
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eighty-five miles to attend those conventions. We were gone from
Monday morning to Saturday night, put in the whole week in a beau-
tiful country and we had the best kind of an outing and I attended
both of the conventions during the week. You may have heard the
story of the little boy who went back to the butcher shop and told

the butcher that they couldn't eat that meat at all that they got the
day before. The butcher wanted to know why they couldn't possi-

bly eat it, and if they couldn't possibly eat it why they hadn't
brought it back? "Well," said the boy, "We ate it anyhow!" I be-

lieve if the district president can't go to the convention, he ought to

go anyhow if there is a way to get there.

One other thing I wish to emphasize: The district president
should never be dictatorial in his plans or arrangements in the work
of the district or of the counties. I have known people to go into

other counties and neighborhoods and by their dictatorial manner
and spirit destroy all the influence they might have had. The coun-
ty officers would remark: "He seems to know more about our busi-

ness than we know." We must be more careful as district presidents,

not to be dictatorial in anything. If we want other people to do as

we wish them to do. to follow our lead and to do Just what we
think ought to be done, we will never have it done by commanding or
dictating. We would better make them think about it as we do,

then they will do what we want them to do. I would not give
much for a business man who couldn't make people think as he
thought.

It is our business to make people think as we think. I will just

remark right here, that when I was a young man—may be you will

not believe it but it is a fact—I used to sit up nights to make a cer-

tain woman think as I did.

If we would put half as much determination and enthusiasm into
our Sunday-school work as we put into some other things in this

world we would meet with success beyond any question. We must
use our best endeavors to reach the best results. It is said if you take
a section of the Frigid Zone and float it down under the rays of the

sun that its warmth will cover it with a new verdure, new beauty and
new fertility: just so, if you and I can float our little section of the
Frigid Zone in this moral universe down toward that south land, un-
der the rays of the Sun of Kighteousness its beams will warm it into

new life, new fertility and new loveliness, and the promise will be
fulfilled that the wilderness shall bloom as the rose and bring forth a
rich and abundant fruitage.

"Marching to Zion" was sung, and prayer was offered by Mr. B.

F. Jacobs.

NEXT SABBATH'S LESSON.
REV. DR. MERRILL.

This will be my last privilege of speaking to you, and I wish to

say how much I have enjoyed meeting my Illinois fellow-workers and
how pleasant the memories are which I shall carry away with me from
this
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Now, as an introductory to my subject I wish to suggest that the

preparation of a lesson and the preparation to teach that lesson are

two things: the teacher's preparation begins where the student's pre-

paration leaves off; when you have studied your lesson thoroughly
you are not yet prepared to teach it; there is a special preparation
for teaching after you have mastered the lesson.

(Doctor Merrill here put upon the blackboard the following out-

line :)

P-ray for studying grace.

E-ead the lesson (material).

E-xamine material (study).

P-repare summary (organization).

A-rrive at the teaching.

R-esolve on the teaching truth.

E-laborate teaching-plan.

D-raw nigh to God for teaching grace.

The section for our study this morning is the 14th chapter of the

Book of Acts from the beginning to the 28th verse. The chapter
and verse divisions of our Bible are no part of the inspired Word.
The story is—I do not vouch for its accuracy,—that the good man
who divided the book into chapter and verse made the divisions as

he was on the back of a very hard riding horse; he had a Bible in

his hand and a lead pencil, and when he went up the lead pencil came
down, and when he came down the lead pencil went up, and this

made the verse divisions, and when he got an extra hard jolt that

made the chapter divisions. At any rate we will conclude that

the 28th verse ends the section we are to study.

The Gospel is the story of what Jesus began both to do and to

teach until the time he was taken up. The Book of Acts is the story

of some things Jesus began to do and to teach after he was taken up.

It is the story of beginnings, beginnings carried on by Jesus after he was
taken up. He did not do and teach by his own hand and his own mouth
after he was taken up; He taught and worked through men whom he
called witnesses. These witnesses were to witness at Jerusalem, then
in Judea and Samaria, and then to the uttermost parts of the earth.

So the book of Acts is the story of "the beginnings of the Christ-
ian witness" in the three circles appointed by Jesus. The book
of Acts is not a history of the Apostolic Church: We haven't any
such thing; it is the story of the beginnings of the Christian witness,

first in Jerusalem, then in Judea and Samaria, then unto the utter-

most parts of the earth; so there are three main sections of the book
of Acts.

The first section in the book tells about the preparation for the
witness. The general introduction tells about the seven-fold or com-
plete preparation of the witnesses for the highest work of witness-
ing, and the preparation crowned by the giving of the Holy Spirit.

Following this introduction there is the story of the beginnings
of the Christian witness in Jerusalem, until the enemies of the
Cross arose against the witnesses. Then comes the story of the ex-
tension of the witness to Samaria. There is a line of cleavage in the
church in Jerusalem. A church committee is appointed, Stephen is
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at the head of that committee. His persistency in the work brings
him trouble and finally leads to his death. Around his death there

arises persecution. The beginnings of the Christian witness in Judea
and Samaria are before us now.

With that finished we have the introduction to the third section,

the preparation for the extension of the Christian witness to the

world. First, God chooses the man. Has God any man who can do
it? Will he take someone and make him all over and get him ready
to lead this movement? God always gets the man first and when He
has the man God can do anything. He can't do very much until He
has the man or woman. The third main section of the book of Acts
contains the story of the beginnings of the Christian witness unto the
uttermost parts of the earth. In this third division there are sepa-

rate sections: The first section of the third division tells about the

beginnings of the Christian witness in Eoman-Asia; and it is in this

first section of the third division that our lesson lies. We have had
already two steps taken in the beginning of the Christian witness in

Roman-Asia: The first step was when Paul and Barnabas preached
the Gospel in Cyprus; the second step was when they preached it in

Antioch.
Our lesson begins with the third step in the first section of the

third division of the Acts. There were five distinct occasions in our
lesson marking the beginnings of the Christian witness in Roman-
Asia, first in Iconium; second, Lystra; third, Derbe; fourth, on the

return by Lystra, Iconium, Antioch; and last their report to the
Church at home.

I am not showing you how to teach next Sunday's lesson, keep
that in mind: We are studying next Sunday's lesson together.

Iconium is eighty miles away from Antioch, where we were last week.
Three words omitted in the unrevised version throw a good deal on
what occurred later. These three words are: ''After the same fashion,"

in the first verse, showing that the experience had in Antioch was
repeated in Iconium; that is, first there was a general willingness on
the part of the Jews and Proselytes to listen; then, jealousy on the
part of the Jews, causing them to stir up trouble, just as had taken
place at Antioch; third, there is a demand for their eviction. Some
of the critics say that this third verse being out of any sort of rela-

tion to the rest of the narrative is one of the proofs that the Acts is

of fragmentary origin, that we are not studying a connected story,

but it was simply made up and put together in pieces. But if you
will look at it, you will see that the third verse is of the nature of a

parenthesis. Tell me why it is that after the writer had spoken about
the experience at Antioch, first a reception of the truth, and then op-
position growing more and more fierce, he should write down, "a
long time, therefore, abode they"? What is the force of ''therefore"?

It means, in spite o/this opposition; in spite of this the missionaries

continued their work, and God continued his blessing. It is paren-
thetic. The fourth verse gives the result of the conduct of those
jealous Jews. Some of the folks held with Paul and Barnabas and
some held with the Jews, but the Jews kept on and finally they got
things so hot that they were ready to make a public attack on Paul
and Barnabas. Now, why don't you read "therefore they abode still
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a long time?" Why didn't they keep on? Were they afraid of the

assault? Why did they run away? Because they had sense! When
the Holy Spirit is leading men, they are not, therefore, devoid of

common sense. These men had sense to see that in this town the

Jews and Gentiles aad magistrates agreed in antagonism against

them; their work for the present was done; and along the line of

their common sense God's Spirit was to be found, as it always is along
the line of common sense, and led them to leave Iconium and flee

to Lystra, twenty miles away.

For a great many years this sixth verse was looked at as one of the

proofs that Luke didn't know what he was talking about; but lat-

terly, it has been marked as one of the extreme cases which prove
that he did know just what he was talking about. The statement
made here is, that they passed from Iconium and came to a new
province, went over the frontier. Some years ago, they told us that

Pliny and Strabo speak of Iconium, Lystra and Derbe as being in the

same province, under the same administration; but Xenophon, about
whose Anabasis school boys know, when he mentioned Iconium,
mentioned it as a frontier town. Iconium, Derbe and Lystra were
indeed connected by the Roman authorities for the purpose of admin-
istration, and speaking of that country from the manner of the
Eonian Governor, one would naturally speak of that city as be-

longing to the same country; but Luke speaks after the manner of

the people, in the popular sense, and the geographical relation recog-

nized was that given by Luke. In the seventh verse, a particular

country is spoken of, of which Derbe and Lystra are chief cities, and
around which there is a ''region," and that word region is a techni-

cal term; it signifies a city and suburbs. In the seventh verse we
have a general summary of what took place at Lystra.

Our writer's literary method is simple. When he is going to tell

the story of Christian work, he always goes at it in this way: First, he
gives the occasion; second, he gives the Christian witness; and third,

he sets down the results of that witness. When he is talking about
the work he dosn't tell all about it, he simply selects from the whole
story the account of a single incident. The peculiar thing about the
work in Lystra is, that it is a work in a place where there is no syna-

gogue, really no Jews, and it is a new venture. The Gospel has
never came into a place like this before. This is another base of

operations, another place on which to stand to do beginning work.
Well, when the Holy Spirit brings his messenger into a community
where there is no natural basis for the work, he provides him an op-
portunity to give his message effectually; so the Holy Spirit, in de-

fault of any synagogue in Lystra, prepares an occasion for a public
witnessing. The occasion is in connection with the cripple; and you
know how Luke, again and again and again, sets the cripple before
us.

With three decided characterizations he puts that cripple before
us:—Impotent in liis feet; being a cripple from his mother's womb;
who never had walked. He wants us to be sure that this man was a
cripple. There is no doubt about that. He was a public character,

too; and the publicity, the common knowledge that was had of him,
the absoluteness of his infirmity, makes the occasion that is fur-
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nished the more impressive. The Holy Spirit furnished the occasion,

the cripple is the occasion, the cripple in a helpless condition. The
cripple, having faith to be healed, with receptivity for healing, is the

occasion which will give a chance for the messenger to deliver his

message. Where did he get this receptivity for healing? I would
rather leave it right there. The Holy Spirit sent these missionaries

and provided an occasion for the witnessing in this cripple with re-

ceptivity to be healed, a receptivity worked in him by the Spirit.

Then the narrative goes on to tell that he is healed, and thus occa-

sion is given for the witness, public attention is called to the mission-

aries, everybody is ready now to listen.

But that is not all that takes place. The people who are around this

cripple and know him are not the high-toned Koman folks; they are

Lycaonians; they speak in the language of Lycaonia. They have
traditions. They have the Roman religion, but it is their old relig-

ion, after all, baptized with new names. They have traditions that

in the old days the gods used to come down right there in Lystra and
perform pleasant deeds, and so they say, "The gods are here;" Zeus

and Hermes are both here." Barnabas, they said, was the supreme
deity, he was so quiet and reposeful, possessed of a silent dignity. So
they conclude that Barnabas and Paul are Zeus and Hermes. Now,
if the gods have come to them, what are these people going to do?
They are going to give them a fit reception. These people are right;

what they think to be a revelation of God, they are going to treat

like a revelation of God. The revelation that comes to you and to

your scholars ought to be treated as a revelation of God. They pro-

ceeded to treat them as gods. They got ready to sacrifice; and Paul
and Barnabas, as soon as they found it out— I don't know how soon

that was, I don't know whether they had gone home to dinner, the

commentators are very curious in their remarks, I don't know any-

thing about it, and I don't care a bit—they went to the people and
showed the utmost abhorrence, urged the people to stop it. They
say something first about themselves: "We are men, real men, like

you; and though we are only men, yet we are just as you think, mes-
sengers from God. We come to tell you about the true God, not
about these make-believe gods, but about the real God." And so

they told them about the real God, and the first thing that they told

them the real God was, is what?
The Class: Creator.

De. Merrill: "Maker of all things," and, second, the real God
is what kind of a governor of the universe?

The Class: Patient.

Dr. Merrill: The moral governor of the Universe; that he is

the creator of all, and is the patient moral governor of the universe,

who, all through the past, has been witnessing about himself, first,

in giving rain—that is, in nature. The record goes on and by means
of these things which they told them about the true God, they suc-

ceeded in doing what?
The Class: Restraining them.
Dr. Merrill: But they had hard work to do it. It was diffi-

cult for the people to get over the idea which they had formed of

these men. These people are in the most favorable state of mind to-
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wards the Apostles. The Apostles continued to deliver their mes-

sages about God, and there is a chance for no end of good work. But
those Jews back there in Iconium, who were in Antioch, are not

willing that the Gospel should prosper; so they come down there and
reason with these Lycaonians, I believe, something after this pattern:

"These men say they are not gods; they healed the cripple; if they

are not gods, what are they? Demons! One or the other," and the

native mind would not acknowledge any third position. They had
done a laudable work, a supernatural work, which they could attri-

bute only to gods or demons, and "they say they are not gods, there-

fore they must be demons; so you had better get them out of here."

Thus they are ridiculed, and these same people who wished to treat

the Apostles with divine honors now treat them as demons and stone

them. Notice our writer, who has been so emphatic about the con-

dition of the lame man, is equally careful when he talks about
PauFs stoning. Does he say that Paul was stoned to death?

The Class: No, sir.

De. Mereill: What does he say?

The Class: It was supposed he were dead.

De. Meerill: He looked as if he was dead. Luke is careful

about that. Somebody suggests that it was during this time, when
Paul lay as dead, that he saw those unutterable things, when he
didn't know whether he was in the body, or not. I do not know
whether that was so or not, but he Avas not dead. He got up, and
with trembling and fear, headed for Derbe. Is that it?

The Class: No.
De. Meeeill: Nothing is said about the work in Derbe, which

was thirty miles away, except the general statement that they

preached the Gospel and were successful. Nothing peculiar took
place there. It was the story that has been going on in all this jour-

ney that was repeated there.

From Derbe, now, they turn backward. Why doesn't Paul go
over yonder where there are unevangelized cities? Of what is Derbe
the limit? Of the Roman ivorld! Now, Paul is beginning to see

that the Gospel committed to him is committed to him for the

Eoman world, for that field where Roman organization and Greek
culture had made a soil in which the seed of the Gospel could take
root. I haven't time to enlarge upon this. So from Derbe the mis-

sionaries retrace their steps by way of Lystra and Iconium and Anti-

och. How is it they dared to come back to those cities from which
they had been expelled, not only by the malice of the people, but of

the authorities? Because since they were driven out neiu magistrates
have been chosen, there was a new administration and no danger in

coming back at all. In re-visiting these cities, what did they do for

the Christian community? First?

The Class: Confirm.
Dr. Meerill: How do you confirm anybody's soul? You cheer

him up. They cheered the hearts of these brethren in Christ in

these cities and told them to be of good cheer and showed them the
crown that was in view and reminded them that the only way they
could get that crown was by being faithful in the midst of much trib-

ulation; the threshing floor experiences that were very certain to
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come to them. And along with the encouragement of exhortation

they did what for these little companies of believers?

The Class: Ordained elders.

De. Merrill: They made a simple form of organization. The
feature of the homeward journey, one of the most significant, is that

they stopped at Perga. Why they didn't stop there before, I don't

know; it may have been because Paul had malaria and knew better

than to stop there and brave the terrors of that awful malarial cli-

mate. But now they stop at Perga, and the Grospel has success there

as everywhere. Prom there they sailed home; and when they got
home what did they do?

The Class: Eeported.
Dr. Merrill: The first missionary meeting on record; and

there are some things noticeable about it. The church was there,

that was the first thing, they gathered the church together. I won-
der if they had an easier time than we have now! In the second
place, the missionaries were there, and the missionaries just told luliat

the Lord had dojie—not what ihey had done—and how he had opened
the door unto the Gentiles, a door opening outward. The Christian

church has no use for a door that opens into the past. The church
at Antioch had a door that oj)ened into the future. The mission-

aries tell them not only about the things God has done, but about
the door God has opened for them into the future among the Gen-
tiles.

Now, we will have to go hastily over the third step. I will ask
you to take it for me. I had hoped that I might make you analyze this

lesson, but I may have to do it myself. (The Doctor here reviewed
the points already made by the use of the blackboard.)

One word about the teaching. This has been simply the story of

the Christian work, over which there has been just one thing; what
is that one thing?

The Class: The presence of the Spirit.

Dr. Merrill: Doing what?
The Class: Leading them.
Dr. Merrill: Leading, helping, standing by his servants. It

is a simple record of Christian work, at every step of which the Lord
appears standing by his servants. This is put on record for our in-

struction, that a new impression may be made on us, that the Lord's
hahit is to stand by the side of his servants in every sort of Christian
work. Brethren, lay it on your hearts, in the discouragements
and difficulties of the special service that is committed to you, your
Lord has a great reputation for standing by His servants in their

work.
There is a second lesson that will bear thinking of, which has to

do with the antagonism that Christianity had to encounter in that

early day; there is a third lesson which relates to the gift of the Holy
Spirit that is related here, a lesson which the Christian world had to

learn then for the sake of us, and whose record we accept, and we re-

joice with gladness that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is for the world,
for these heathen folks in Lystra—not for the Jews only, but for all

the world. Jesus Saves! Jesus Saves everywhere! Link that with
the last lesson, forgiveness of sins, justification, acceptance before
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Grod, these are the gifts that come with the Gospel: they come for all

sorts of folks, for people from everywhere, for people in Illinois Just

as mach as for people in Roman-Asia. For everybody in your town,
for everybody in your class, the Gospel is fitted, the Gospel is intend-

ed, and by them the Gospel may be received.

I thanking you for the privilege of speaking to you from the

Word.

Mr. B. F. Jacobs: (Shaking hands with Dr. Merrill), Beloved

Brother, in behalf of the State of Illinois, I wish to thank you for

what you have done for us and to express my gratitude for what God
has permitted you to do and has done through you.

Will the convention send a greeting to Minnesota? Every-

one who will—(Here Mr. Jacobs started a Chautauqua salute which

grew in volume until it enlisted the hearty co-operation of every

handkerchief in the room).

"We Shall Stand Before the King" was sung.

Mr. B. F. Jacobs: We propose to make known the blessings

and benefits of the World's Sunday-school Convention through The

Intertiational Evangel, our undenominational Sunday-school paj^er.

I will ask Mr. W. J. Semelroth, its editor, to say a few words about

this paper.

THE INTERNATIONAL EVANGEL.
W. J. SEMELROTH.

I am grateful to Mr. Jacobs for an opportunity to speak about
this paper. It is a theme which I believe concerns every man, woman
and child in the State of Illinois, and in some measure the people of

the entire world. You well know that for a quarter of a century or

more our interdenominational work has gone on in its international

character without a paper to speak for it. Godly men said there

ought to be some paper that could speak in sympathy and in touch
with our international leaders, and yet place no resisonsibility upon
the shoulders of the members of our international executive commit-
tee. The time at last came when such a paper could be started, when
one of God's servants, Mr. R. M. Scruggs, of St. Louis, came forward
and said "I will furnish the money to publish the paper until the Sun-
day-school workers of America shall come to so appreciate it that

they will pay enough money to print it." This gentleman, standing

at the head of perhaps the largest dry goods firm in St. Louis, has

already put into this paper gladly and willingly for Christ's sake,

$20,000; thus returning some of the money with which God has

blest him. He does not ask that anyone else shall shoulder the

burden. He says "I will shoulder it myself, and when the workers
recognize this paper as an actual factor in the progress of the work
and shall take it so extensively that its receipts shall be greater than
the expenses, I will give the surplus in cash contributions in the

Sunday-school work, and will never take a dollar of it myself." Was
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there ever a more direct or worthy gift made to the Sunday-school
cause in America than this? I stand here with reverence for the
man, (past seventy-five years of age,) and in his name I ask the Sun-
day-school workers in America to subscribe for the one paper that

devotes its pages from beginning to end to the Sunday-school move-
ment and does it as a gift; and I ask every one who loves this cause to

subscribe for this paper for the purj^ose of pushing forward this work.
Let me direct your attention to what it contains: First, the Sun-

day-school news. You will appreciate what this means when you re-

call what Prof. Hamill said to you about his wonderful trip. The
only way you can follow Prof. Hamill month after month is in the

pages of the Evangel. The only way you can follow Mr. William
Reynolds, our International Field Superintendent, is in this paper,

where month by month a record of his work is published. In this

paper we have an opportunity of catching glimpses of the corres-

pondence in connection with our International Chairman^s office,

furnished regularly by Mr. Byers, his faithful secretary. We are

also able to follow those men down south who are pushing the colored

work. Second, the Sunday-school Conference, conducted by the
prince of superintendents, Marion Lawrance, where are to be found
most practical helps. Third, the Workers' department, devoted to

house to house visitation, home department, primary department,
and so on. Fourth, the Field Workers' conference, this is the only

paper in the country that devotes any space to the direct interests of

the township president, county president, the state president and all

these officers. Fifth, the Sunday-school lessons, taught by such
men as R. A. Torrey and others, who stand by the Old Book. I am
very much obliged for the opportunity of speaking to you on this

matter. God grant that the paper may be blest in the purpose for

which it is intended.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE COM-
MITTEE'S REPORT.

Your committee to whom was referred the report of the Executive
Committee, begs leave to report as follows, and ask its adoption by the

convention :

It is a cause of profound gratitude to God that in these times of

almost universal depression, this great convention, in its thirty-ninth

annual session, meets for the second time in its history with no debt
hanging over us, with the salaries of our state workers all paid, and
a working balance in the hands of the treasurer for next year. For
this very satisfactory condition of our financial affairs, we are indebted

under God to the wisdom of the executive committee, and the careful

systematic management of the business of our Association by our
treasurer, so that the salaries have been regularly paid each month
without the necessity of borrowing money to meet our expenses.

As we have thus been prospered in our temporal concerns, we de-

sire to trust God and follow the leadings of His providence in the fu-

ture, and in this confidence we ask the convention to place at the dis-
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posal of the executive committee the sum of 110,000 for the work for

the coming year.

In view of the great necessities of the International Executive
Committee, and of the farther fact that our beloved Brothers Eeynolds
and Hamill spent a portion of their vacation while engaged in the
service of the International Committee, in attending county conven-
tions in Illinois, we recommend that the sum of $500, which has been
advanced to the international work over the $1,000 pledged to them
for the last year, be donated to that committee, and that our regular

subscription of $1,000 be paid in full. We think this is due from us
as a thankoffering to God for the restoration to health of our dear
Brother Reynolds, after his prolonged illness, and as an acknowledge-
ment of the great favor shown to us by the great Head of the Church,
in permitting the state of Illinois to j)resent to the international work
two such useful men as our Brothers Reynolds and Hamill, and our
appreciation of the valuable work they have both done through the
length and breadth of the continent.

Your committee desire to express their sense of the valuable ser-

vices done this Association by our general secretary, Mr. W. B. Ja-
cobs. The responsibilities and duties of his position have grown so

immensely under his wise and energetic management, that we feel

the time has come when something should be done to lighten his bur-
dens. We therefore suggest that he be urged, as far as possible, to

throw off all his extra duties and responsibilities. His official cares

and general direction of the county conventions throughout the state

are so important that it seems to us he should not be asked to attend
conventions himself except where some unexpected necessity or emer-
gency arises.

Our Association is to be congratulated on the great advance that
has been made during the past year in organized primary work. We
desire to express our hearty approval of the selection of Mrs. M. S.

Lamoreaux as secretary of the state primary department, and recom-
mend that her invaluable services be secured by the executive com-
mittee for such time and on such terms as they may think expedient.

We also urge the organization of Primary Unions wherever prac-
ticable, and we trust that the primary teachers throughout the state

may co-operate with the secretary of the state primary department in
extending and increasing their organization.

As one great advance in the development of our primary work and
the improvement of the teachers, we heartily endorse the Summer
School for primary workers to be held in Chicago in the month of

July, and urge our primary teachers to attend it. The executive com-
mittee are hereby instructed to appropriate the sum of two hundred
dollars, or so much of that amount as may be necessary, for the ex-

penses of the conference, in order that the teachers who attend may
be at no expense for the conduct of the conference.

The attendance of primary teachers at our state conventions is

so important that we suggest to our Sabbath-schools the propriety of

paying their traveling expenses to the convention, and that at least

one primary teacher from each county be appointed a delegate.

The work of the county secretary and president is so important to

the county organization, and it is so deirable that they be in sympathy
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with our state work, we urge that their traveling expenses to the State

Convention be paid by the county associations.

We congratulate our Association that Illinois stands in the front

rank in loyalty to our international lesson system, and especially on
the practically unanimous vote of this convention in favorof the one

lesson for the whole school from the grey-haired grandsire to the

toddling infant in our primary classes, and we trust that the new in-

ternational lesson committee will so act as to preserve the integrity of

this system.

The experience of the last two years has demonstrated the value

in securing a higher grade of teaching, of county institutes, and we
recommend that they be continued for the county and townships un-

der the direction of the state and county committees.

In some of our counties the employment of county missionaries

has proved of great value in establishing new schools, reviving and
restoring those which were feeble, and encouraging the workers every-

where. We recommend to the state and county committees to

secure the services of such missionaries wherever it seems wise and
the funds can be secured for their support.

We endorse the recommendation of the executive committee for

holding normal classes. Their great value has been abundantly dem-
onstrated.

The Home Department has grown to be a wonderful power in our

state. It is safe to say that no one plan has accomplished more in se-

curing general study of the Bible than the organization of Home De-
partments, and we urge that their importance and value be pre-

sented in all our county conventions, and that every effort may be made
to establish a Home Department in every Sunday-school in the state.

This State Sunday-school Association is greatly indebted to our effi-

cient treasurer, who has served the state as treasurer for about fifteen

years. During this time he has attended to the details of his work
only with the assistance of the clerical force in his office. It seems
necessary for him to employ a stenographer for his assistance for a

part of the time, and we recommend that he be authorized to do so.

We also advise that three members of the executive committee, of

whom the treasurer be one, shall be appointed a finance committee,
who shall have a general charge of the finances of the Association.

This convention desires to record its gratitude and appreciation

of the value of the great work done by our Brother Hamill in the

state and the nation, and especially in the normal department of our
work, and for the efficient service rendered by his accomj)lished wife,

without whose valuable assistance this success could scarcely have been
attained.

We hereby express our acknowledgement of the work done by our
field workers and all who have aided them throughout the state.

Eternity alone will reveal its value in securing the great efficiency of

our state organization.

We must not forget that we are but parts of a great whole, and
we rejoice in the extension of our work throughout the continent, as

shown in the report before us, reaching from the British provinces on
the north to our latest acquisition, Mexico, on the South, and, as we
have learned in this convention, the energy of our Sunday-school
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workers has leaped over the waters to the Bermndas on our eastern

coast, and soon will extend, we trust, to Hawaii in the Pacific.

Brethren, we are nearing the end of the nineteenth century. Al-

ready we can feel the breathing of the twentieth century as it draws
near us. We can hear the tramp, tramp of the years as they come
marching on. Some of us, who have shared in this convention work
in Illinois, have continued from the first quarter of the century until

now. We may not live to see the dawn of the twentieth century.

Others who are just coming to the front among us have barely caught
the echoes that have come down tons from the dying century. Let
us all gird ourselves to further advance. Let us make these last years

years of triumph and victory. Advance the standard all along the

line. Let us trust in God that the means will be provided, that our
leaders will be endowed with wisdom, and that helpers will be raised

up among us till finally the cap-stone will be laid with cries of "Grace
grace, unto it,"' and glory to the God of our salvation who has done
all things for us, and made our hearts glad with His presence and
abounding help.

For the committee,
K. H. Griffith, Chairman.

It was moved, seconded and carried that the report be adopted

with its recommendations.

NOEMAL CLASS GEADUATING EXEECISES.

CLASS OFFICERS.

President—Dr. W. E. Buxton, Samsville.
Secretary—N. L. Crodt. Olney.
Treasurer—M. F. Kirkpatrick, Farmer City.

Chaplain—Rev. W. S. Clark, Manchester.

Ofiicers of the class and members of the Executive Committee

took seats on the platform. The members of the graduating class

and Alumni association occupied reserved seats in the Auditorium.

Normal Graduating Program.

Organ Prelude.

Prayer by Chaplain.
Opening Hymn.

Scripture Eeading.
The Class of '97—by Secretary.

Address—Prof. H. M. Hamill.
Eecognition of Class—E. W. Hare.

Solo—Prof. E. 0. Excell.

Benediction.

"The Sunday-school Army," was sung.

Dr. W. E. Buxton of Samsville took the chair.

Eev. Chas. A. Taylor of Winchester, offered prayer and read a

Scripture lesson.
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THE CLASS OF '97.

N. L.. CROUT.

Thirty-four classes have graduated during the past year. All of

these except two, a Westfield class and a class from Loyd, the final

report of which came too late, appear in order upon the special pro-

gram.
Chicago maintains her past standing with three classes. Shelby

County presents the largest number of graduates from one county.
The Tower Hill class, including members from Assumption, is the
largest single graduating class.

Few of the classes come from the Northern part of the state, es-

pecially the Northwestern. Southern Illinois, the "Egypt" of certain

facetious critics, leads the van. Fully 300 graduates have received

their diplomas, or they are now due them upon belated examination,
maintaining the record of past years, in spite of the "hard times,"

that universal justification of all financial and religious failures.

Nor is the good work limited to Illinois alone. The book of re-

cords exhibits side by side with Illinois classes from St. Johns, New-
foundland to Prescott, Arizona.

Honor Day, as the occasion for special local recognition of the"

graduates, is becoming more generally observed. Some fine programs
have been enacted on Sunday evenings in the presence of large aud-
iences of church people and friends.

Of the class leaders, twelve upon the present program have been
honored by this Association as class leaders of former years. Miss
Mary Cruit, of Shelby County, has probably graduated more classes

than any other leader in the state, not excepting that Normal Nestor,

George P. Perry, confirming anew the Virgilian proverb, "a woman
the leader of the movement."

There has been a noticeable increase also in the number of classes

conducted by pastors. Five of the classes of '97 were thus organized
aad led. Prof. Bainum's class of Olney, consisted wholly of Sunday-
school teachers who found time not only to teach the International

lessons, but to take their training course in addition. One of this

class, the superintendent of the school, scored 100 per cent, on the
written examination, the high water mark of study.

Ezekiel Noble, whose name will be found in the list of graduates,

is eighty years old; a fine example to those younger people of 25 and
30 years who fancy they know all that is needed to be known concern-
ing the work of the Sunday-school.

One class leader, 65 to 70 years old, walked several miles to and
from his class, not stopping for heat or cold. One College class, de-

termined to do full duty to their extra normal studies, rose early

enough to begin their Legion of Honor examination at 7 A. M.
One class consisted of a Sunday-school teacher and her class of

little girls, ten and twelve years of age, all of whom passed a very
creditable examination.

One graduated who was disabled from writing at all, dictating his

examination and making a good grade.
Best of all one who enlisted upon the year's course, not a Chris-
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tian, found it a special means of arousing the conscience and fixing

an interest in religious things, and confesses that in the solution of

the greatest and gravest of all problems, "her normal studies have
helped her more than anything else."

THE WORD WE TEACH, THE WORK IN WHICH
WE ARE ENGAGED.
PROF. H. M. HAMILL.

I congratulate you, members of the class of '97, upon the attain-

ment of the first step in your onward journey. It is a great thing
for one who contemplates a voyage to have chosen his vessel and em-
barked thereon, even if the harbor yet remain in sight. It is a long
step toward true Bible study when you have set your faces toward the

Word of God and attempted, in the midst of your environments, to

forget the difficulty of your labor, and to acquire something like a

larger knowledge of the Word of Truth.
Now, I beg to set before you, this morning, some admonitions

with respect to this Sacred Book. First of all I submit to you the

value of the Bible as an educational factor in your lives. There is

an illusion sometimes, that only the one who is permitted to enter

college and university halls and pass under the tutelage of learned

professors for years, really achieves the mark of a liberal education.

I have no word of decrial to speak against the popular idea that fa-

ors the high school, and the college, and the university, but I desire

to say that, even upon the educational plane, there are tens of

thousands of men and women who, by virtue of Bible study alone, are

liberally educated people. If there is one book more than another
that gives grace to the speech, it is the homely, sinewy, ever beauti-

ful Saxon of the King James version of the Scriptures. I have noted
in our prayer meetings and in our places of worship, that sometimes
those who have been debarred the privileges of sitting at the feet of

learned teachers within the college and university, have acquired a

singular aptitude of expression in the use of our native tongue.

I remember one old brother who used to be called upon frequently

to pray at our midweek hour of prayer; and surely Dean Chaucer's

well of English undefiled never contained speech more sweet, or

chaste, or limpid than the prayers of this aged saint. He had satu-

rated himself with the Word of God. It had been a lamp unto his

feet and a light unto his path, educationally as well as spiritually ; he
knew no other book, but he knew this Book thoroughly well. It had
impressed itself upon his speech, upon his manners, upon everything
that related to his individual life in such a way that, however much
a stranger he might be to the classical education of the great schools,

no one could say of this home-grown student of the Word of God,
that he was not possessed of a liberal education, I commend the Bi-

ble specially to you, young people, who are thrust by the providence
of God into the great battle of life unequipped by the help of learned

professors. I set before you this Great Book as a means, education-
ally, to the attainment of the largest, most liberal and profitable cul-

ture.
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Take the sixty-six books of the Bible, that great unity of revela-

tion, and study those books in their order and relationship, and you
will have more than Homer with his golden harp and Plato with his

golden mouth can reveal to you of the culture of the ancients. I

would rather sit at the feet of Isaiah, and hear the sweet poetry of

Grod, than to sit at the feet of the bard of G-reece and have him tell

me of the rise and fall of Ilium or the wandering of Ulysses upon the

seas. There is this peculiar merit about the Word of God, that it is

clad in the strong, sinewy Saxon of our fathers, and, therefore, equal

to anything that has been written or spoken in our own tongue. It

not only has merit in the educational value that you put upon it, but
it is also the Book of God, and is a guide to the heart, a monitor to

the conscience and a director of the footsteps of wayward humanity.
I commend the Bible as a book that will sweeten your speech and sea-

son it until it shall be sweet, and wholesome and clean. I commend
the Word of God as the book which shall make only true gentlemen
and gentlewomen in all the world. The one who puts into his heart

and life the principles and precepts of the Word of God, will be the

one who will serve as a model of the true gentleman or gentlewoman.
I stand here to-day to emphasize the tremendous educational value of

the Word of God. If you have no other book, if you are permitted

to study no where else but in your closet bending devoutly over the

Word of God, you have within the years which God may in His pro-

vidence give you, the means of a liberal education.

I commend to you as students, the literal, old-fasliioned, tradition-

al study of the Word of God,—the homage of faith rendered unques-
tioningly, to its statements. I believe in that proposition which em-
anated from the great Presbyterian Assembly in the city of Washing-
ton a few years ago, in the midst of the fires of current criticism, that

the Word of God not only contains, but is the Word of God. Do
you know that God, in His providence, has been pleased to bestow

the largest spiritual blessing and leadership upon those who are the

traditionalists and literalists in Bible study ? Mark the present time

and judge it thereby. Take Mr. Moody ! There is a man who goes

to the familiar, daily, devout, reverend, literal, traditional study of

the Word of God, and God has highly honored him as the chiefest of

modern evangelists, the legitimate and lineal successor of the Apos-
tle Paul. Take our own chairman—pardon me for saying it here to-

day—but I would rather speak a word into his ear while living than

chisel it upon his tomb when dead—take the distinguished chairman
of the International Executive Committee, I say to you that if God
has lifted him up highly during the past twenty-five years and made
him a prince in Israel in the great Sunday-school circles of the world,

it is because he has always bowed his head in reverence as one devoted

to the literal, reverent, unquestioning, faithful study of the Word of

G-od. So God seems to bestow His special honor and high places of

leadership upon those who come reverently to the old-fashioned,

home-grown, literal study, the unquestioning acceptance of the Scrip-

tures as indeed the Word of God.
I mean to challenge the statements of the critics here this morn-

ing, and I will illustrate in a word what I mean by literal study of the

Word of God. There is such a thing as making the Scripture reveal
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Scripture. There is such a thing as finding oat by the help of the

Holy Spirit, the true meaning of what you are Studying in the Word
of God. The Holy Spirit is a better interpreter of the Holy Scrip-

ture for the devout student than a Hebrew or Greek scholar. I re-

member one day taking up a paper emanating from a learned gentle-

man, and in it I read an interesting discourse upon the character and
person of Job. He said the book was a great epic; he classed it with
that which records the downfall of Troy and the wanderings of Ulys-
ses ; he said Job was not a real personage, but he was a myth, just

as Achilles, and Hector, and others associated with ancient legends

and epics were supposed to be myths. Then as 1 read I opened my
Scriptures, after the fashion of my old Scotch father, who never knew
anything else than to turn to the Word of God upon all disputed mat-
ters, and read, as a commentary upon the lecture of this distinguished

sceptic, these words, recorded in Ezekiel : "Though these three men,
Noah, Daniel and Job, were in it, they should deliver but their own
souls by their righteousness." It must be admitted that if Job is a

myth then those two other men, Daniel and Noah, who are classed

with him by the prophet Ezekiel, are likewise myths. Then I turn
to the New Testament and open at the book of James, the brother of

our Lord and pastor of the church at Jerusalem, and read, "Behold
we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience

of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pit-

iful and of tender mercy." If Job is a myth, suppose you take your
Bible and stand by the side of some afflicted soul and say to him,
"Count yourself happy when you endure because of God's dealings

with Job." The sick man could turn to you and say, "If Job is a

myth then the mercy of the Lord is a myth." Let me turn to the

Pentateuch. It is denied that Moses wrote the great books of the law;
but Jesus said, "For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed

me; for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall

ye believe my words ?" Our Lord said, "As Jonas was three days and
three nights in the whale's belly, so shall the Son of Man be three

days and three nights in the heart of the earth." Within the last

year one man has taken occasion to say from one of the great pulpits

of the country, that if these words were in the New Testament they
were not spoken by our Lord, they were interpolated by somebody.
I bring these points to your notice to show you the condition a man
reaches who lets go of the landmarks of literal, and devout, and rev-

erent, and unquestioning study of the Word of God. Whenever he
leaves the port, he leaves his anchor and his compass behind him, and
there is no telling upon what seas by and by he shall drift. I chal-

lenge the statement that the words I quote did not drop from the
lips of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Let me call to your mind a few simple facts that strengthen my
belief in this Scripture. If there is any pre-eminence to be found
in critical study of the New Testament, it lies between Tischendorff
upon one side and Tregelles on the other- These scholars have de-

clared that after a thorough examination into the ancient manuscripts,
the Ethiopic, the Syriac, the Latin, the Vulgate, and of the writings

of the Fathers of the church, that this is not an interpolation.

Let me pass a little further. You hear sometimes the Psalms
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qnestioned as to their Messianic meaning and purpose. I beg you as

literal students of the Word of God to note this: In the second
chapter of Acts we read these words concerning a Psalm that is said

to be not Messianic: "But Peter standing up . . . said unto
them, .... For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw

the Lord always before my face;"" this is a quotation from that 16th

Psalm which these distinguished scholars say is not Messianic. Then
Peter goes on with a recital of that Psalm; he says: ''Men and breth-

ren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is

both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.

Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with
an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh,

he would raise ujD Christ to sit on his throne; he seeing this before

spake of the resurection of Christ." The literal study of the Scrip-

tures leads us to place Scripture against Scripture, and in this way
the Scriptures reveal themselves, and this is better than all the high-

er criticism backed up by all the Hebrew and Greek scholarships of

the world. ^
Then I commend to you the Bible, that it should be incarnated m

your oivn lives. The best lesson you possibly cau teach comes not
from the lips but from the life. The most impressive influence is

that which silently flows out from the Sunday-school teacher who in-

carnates in himself, as a living epistle, the words of Almighty God.
There is no power on earth, beneath or above it that can exceed the

potent influence of one who Sabbath after Sabbath stands in the

presence of his Sunday-school scholars. Endeavor more and more
as the years go by to let your scholars see in your lives, in your daily

walks, in your business associations, in your social engagements, the

beauty and holiness of the words of truth. I remember an old legend
that comes to us from classic lore of one who labored a long time
that he might carve out in marble an exceedingly beautiful form,
and there came out of his labor a thing of exquisite beauty, a perfect

woman; but it was of marble and marble only. The story goes that

he bore it into the presence of the great Jove on the heights of Olym-
pus and besought him to give him a cure for the heartsease he covet-

ed; and Jove breathed upon the marble statue, and it became a liv-

ing being. So I ask you to take that Bible, study it devoutly, rever-

ently and unquestioningly, incarnate it in your own life, let the Holy
Spirit breathe upon it, and then wherever you go you will be a living

epistle showing the beauty, truth, authority and divinity of the Holy
Scriptures.

KECOGNITION OF CLASS.

R. W. HARE

Mr. President and members of the graduating class: I esteem
this an especial privilege to be able to extend to you on behalf of our
Executive Committee and our State Association our formal recogni-

tion on this auspicious occasion. We are proud of this department
of our state work. We are proud of our splendid, consecrated super-

intendent, who has made these exercises possible. We are proud of
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every one of you, that you ever were led to begin this course of Legion
of Honor Lessons. We are proud of yon because you have had the

patience and the perseverance to continue unto the end, and complete
the course. We are proud of you because to-day you are entitled to

your diplomas, and to join the noble Six which have preceded you,

and to be enrolled with an Alumni of ever increasing numbers. May
each one of you find some field where you can be a successful worker
in Illinois!

I remind you that this is ''commencement day." We used to

think that commencement day was a sort of ending day. I beg to

remind you that this is Commencement Day, and therefore the com-
mencement and not the close of your activity, your study and your
service. At best we must say here and now, ''We know in part;"

there is always more to follow; "There remaineth yet very much land

to be possessed." You have simply acquired an appetite, you have sim-

ply had a taste of what is in this Book; and so it is written, and I be-

lieve the reference is not to heaven but to this world, "Eye hath not

seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man
the things that God hath prepared for them that love Him." They
are in the Book! The Apostle Paul said, "Brethren, I count not

myself to have apprehended, but this one thing I do, forgetting the

things that are behind and reaching forth unto the things that are

before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of

God in Christ Jesus," That is a diploma worth having!

You have been studying the Book, studying it that you may know
Him, whom to know is life. The divine artist has portrayed with skill

divine the portraiture of the man Christ Jesus in these sacred pages;

his life, his character are here written, and it is our business to study
it. Know Him that you may be like Him; know Him and be like

Him that you may reveal unto others, Christ, the King, the hope of

Glory, that you may help others to the same Christ, the Lamb of God
that taketh away the sin of the world; so I say to you to continue to

"search the Scriptures" for they are they which testify of Him. Do
you know there are fine constellations of glory and beauty in the

firmament of this Book of which you have never dreamed, and which
only can be brought within your horizon by the diligent use of the

telescope of faith? Do you know that there are nuggets of gold in this

mine of God's truth, which you can never possess until you dig and
delve far below the surface? So I say to you this morning, standing

on this commencement day, "Study to show thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needed not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the

Word of truth, that the man of God may be complete, perfect, sym-
metrical, thoroughly furnished unto every good work." Make it the

man of your counsel! Make it the guide of your life! Make it your
pillar of cloud by day and your pillar of fire by night! And remem-
ber, "If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God;" even so, for the

things of God knoweth no man, but God hath revealed them unto us

by his Spirit.

Lastly and very briefly, I notice your class motto: "Neglect not

the gift that is in thee." You owe the State of Illinois a debt be-

cause of this equipment which it has furnished you, and in Christ's

name I beg each of you to consecrate yourselves to his service, and by
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teaching the Word and by living the Word win the boys and girls, the

young men and maidens of Illinois for the Master. Yon know that

the blacksmith gets the muscle and sinew in the arm developed by
constant application of the hammer upon the anvil. Exercise your
gifts and exercise yourself unto Godliness. Don't be afraid that you
will do too much work in the service of Jesus Christ. Beware that

you do not misuse your gifts. God will hold you responsible for the

right use of the equipment and cultivation which you now possess.

May this Scripture prove the inspiration of your life, ''He died for

all that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves

—

that would be selfish—but unto Him who died for them and rose again."

"Go, labor on! Spend and be spent,

Your joy to do the Father's will;

It is the way the Master trod,

Should not the servant tread it still?

Toil on, and in your toil rejoice;

For toil comes rest, for exile home;
Soon thou shalt hear the Bridegroom's voice.

The midnight peal, 'Behold I come.'"

At His appearing may we have a crown radiant with stars, repre-

senting the souls who, through your instrumentality in teaching the

Word, have been led to the Saviour, a crown of immortality for every

one of you.

"His love can never fail" was sung as a solo by Prof. Excell.

After the doxology the benediction was pronounced by Kev. Dr.

Stone.

THIRD DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION

One of the best song services of the convention was held at the

opening of this session.

The 23rd Psalm was read in concert.

Ex- President Augustine offered prayer.

''Sweet Peace, the Gift of God's Love," was sung.

KEPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE.

Your committee place in nomination the following:

For Vice-President: Mr. A. H. Mills of Macon County. General

Secretary: Mr. W. B. Jacobs. Assistant Secretaries: Miss Mary I.

Bragg, Mrs. Edith Burnham. Treasurer: E. W. Hare.

The terms of five members of the Executive Committee expire

with this convention. Your committee propose the names of all for

re-election. Mr. G. W. Barnett, Chicago; Mr. G. R. Shawhan,

Urbana; Mr. T. M. Eckley, McLeausboro; Prof. H. W. Read, Gales-

burg; Mr. R. W. Hare, Chicago.
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One vacancy has occured by the death of Mr. C. M. Hotchkin of

Chicago. Your committee nominate to fill this unexpired term, Mr.

H. E. Clissold, of Chicago.

The following are recommended for District Presidents:

I. E. Jeffers, 1st; H. W. Avery, 2nd; I. M. Philips, 3rd; Prof. W.
E. Simonds, 4th; C. T. Franks, 5th; Eev. Geo. B. Safford, 6th; H.

M. Smith, 7th: Eev. J. A. Eenwick, 8th; W. S. Eearick, 9th; J. B.

Joy, 10th; David Ziegler, 11th; W. B. Eundle, 12th; E. C. Willis,

13th; Wm. Fogler, 14th; Dr. W. A. Lyons, 15th; E. E. Exter, 16th;

T. Blanchard, 17th; Dr. W. E. Buxton, 18th; Eev. J. G. Tucker,

19th; H. E. Lufkin, 20th.

This report was unanimously adopted.

It was moved by W. S. Eearick that a telegram be sent to Mr.

William Eeynolds conveying to him the greetings of the convention.

This motion was seconded and unanimously carried.

SUNDAY SCHOOL MANAGEMENT.
W. C. PEARCE.

I suppose necessarily this afternoon I shall say some trite things
and bring to you thoughts that are old, but it may be well for ns to

think them over again.

First of all I ask you to remember that Sunday-school manage-
ment is a means to an end; that we want to manage our schools so as

to accomplish the end for which they are organized. Let us keep in

mind the true purpose of the Sunday-school, to teach the blessed

Word of God; and that everything from beginning to end should
contribute to this central purpose of all Sunday-school work.

I suggest further that the Sunday-school which is best managed,
suggests the least management when you visit it. You go into Mar-
shall Field's wholesale house, which is perhaps one of the best man-
aged institutions in the West, and it looks as if it were running itself,

everything moves along so smoothly; why, you can^t even see what
makes the elevators go up. But back of everything connected with
that great mercantile establishment is a central purpose; there is a
plan, and it is managed so successfully that the man who enters sim-
ply to look at the management fails to see it. A Sunday-school in
which the superintendent seems to have everything in the world to

do is a poorly managed institution, but a Sunday-school that is well
managed looks as if the whole business were running itself.

Sunday-school management suggests Sunday-school managers,
somebody to manage it. I drop a suggestion here, that in a well-

managed institution each one who has any part in its oflBcial life

knows exactly what he is to do. Secretaries should know how to
keep their books, how to enter items. The treasurer should not keep
his accounts on little pieces of blank paper, but in a book arranged
for the purpose. The Librarian should understand his work. It will

pay every Sunday-school suj^erintendent to sit down and think over

10
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his own school and what he would like to have each officer do, and
write it down specifically, give a copy to each officer to study, and
keep a copy for himself; then hold each officer responsible for the

work that he is entrusted with. I hear it said, ''We can't have as

good discipline in the Sunday-school as in the public school because

we haven't the authority." I have been permitted to teach school

three years of my life, and have done some work in the Academy, and
I want to say that I never succeeded and have never known anyone
to succeed from the obsei'vation I have been permitted to make, by
''having authority." The power of love is the only power that

manages a Sunday-school or a secular school. We want transform-

ation, not conformation. I take a piece of wood, I put it into a

steam press and I bend it into the arm of a chair: that is conforma-
tion. We go out in a spring morning and see a tree standing beside

the roadway, upon which the rays of the sun are falling; soon the sap

begins to go through the trunk up into the limbs, and soon the tree

begins to send forth leaves and branches: that is trailsformation.

What we want in our Sunday-schools is the power of love, and it will

bring order and discipline.

In discussing the question of Sunday-school management the first

thing we ought to consider is the tools ive use, the equipment. There
isn't anything that creates so poor an opinion of a Sunday-school on
the part of the people who attend it, as poor tools: the blackboard
standing on one leg; a dirty map with one corner torn ofE; song books
with the backs oif ; dirty floors; disarranged chairs: and all that sort

of thing. It suggests that nobody cares about the school, and that is

about the fact. I can only mention some of the things that we should
give special attention to, in reference to equipment: First, the black-

board: It has been my privilege to be in 200 different churches the

past year and I think I am safe in saying that I haven't found six re-

spectable blackboards. That is too bad. But the other day, in what
you would call the backwoods of Illinois, in a county that has no
railroad in it, I found a first-class blackboard, eight feet long and
four feet wide, with a splendid frame.

Second, outline maps which can be seen all over the room. Long
before Brother Jacobs knew who I was, I visited Chicago and was
looking for a Sunday-school map. I went into his office. He greeted

me very pleasantly and said, "What do you want?" I told him. Said

he, "Is that what you want?" "Yes, sir." "Is there anything else?"

"No, sir." Said he, "Go home and make it." I walked oat feeling

a little peculiar. I finally discovered how to make an outline map.
I took a piece of muslin laige enough to be seen all over the room,
and on that placed the outline.

Third, I believe in using Bibles in the Sunday-school; I don't

mean a stock of Bibles in the Sunday-school, I mean Bibles owned by
the scholars. I have heard a good deal said in our conventions about

no lesson leaves in the Sunday-school. I want to displace the quar-

terlies in the Sunday-school, not by saying, "Don't bring your quar-

terlies!" but by saying "Bring your Bibles." If you say "Thou
shalt not," they will do it. I remember in Michigan once thatE. K.
Mohr, now Field Superintendent of that State, said to me, "Pearce,

do you know the best way of keeping boys from eating green apples ?"
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I said "'Ho." He says, ''I can tell you! Give them all the ripe ap-

ples they can eat." When a boy owns a Bible of his own, and when
the Superintendent and teachers bring their Bibles, then the pupils

will bring Bibles.

Fourth, Lesson Pictures: If I should hand a new book to every-

one in this audience about the first thing you would look for would
be the pictures. I used to plead for pictures for the primary pupils:

I plead now for the use of picture lessons in the whole school. I was
in a home fiot long ago where there was a little boy five years old. He
got out a lot of pictures, and he said, "I would like you to look here

a minute." Said he, "There is where Jesus went up," looking at

the picture, and "That is when the Holy Ghost came down." I

hadn't heard such a sweet lecture in theology in all my life as that

little fellow five years old reproduced from those pictures.

Fifth, Record Boohs. The record should be well kept and pre-

served. First of all the secretary's record: Have a complete enroll-

ment, showing the general statistics, and the collections of the school

Sunday by Sunday. Second, the treasurer's book, a book that will

last the school five or six or ten years, showing the receipts and ex-

penditures entered carefully. Third, a class book for every teacher

in which shall be entered an individual record of attendance, lesson

study and contribution. Fourth, a superintendent's book which will

be in the nature of a ledger, getting its entries from the teacher's

books. There ought to be kept by some one especially elected a bio-

graphical record. Many Sunday-schools have sent out ministers of

the Gospel, and do not now know their names. This is a shame !

If the church at Antioch could not remember the names of Paul and
Barnabas and retain them in their memories, they should have put
them in a book. We should have a book so that when the present

generation shall have passed away we will have a permanent, indivi-

dual, biographical record of the Sunday-school. The record should
have a page given to each member of the school, showing when he en-

tered, when promoted, when he became a Christian, when he got
married, and so on.

Sixth, Program. First of all, have a program. A great many
Sunday-schools do not have a program. Be familiar with your pro-

gram. What would you think of the public school teacher that had
to put his nose into a book or had to have a lot of written matter on
the wall to find out what was coming next. In my secular school

work I could always tell what was going to be done that day; I

changed the plan sometimes, of course, but I had a j)lan and it was
very helpful to me. I have sometimes said, "What a sad old world
this would be if every woman looked exactly alike!" Sometimes I

am sorry for the men that have to dress so nearly alike; no flowers,

no green, no red, nothing but black and white. It is too monoton-
ous. I knew a Sunday-school once where I could tell exactly what
was going to happen ten years from that time provided the superin-
tendent lived and they didn't change him. In some places the only
way to change the program is to change the superintendent; and in

some places that won't work, for the new one follows in the trail of

the old one. Keep your program moving. Last week I went from
Chicago to East St. Louis and out to Collinsville to attend a county
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convention. I took the local that stopped at every little station from
Chicago to East St. Louis, and while it only took about two hours
longer than the limited train it seemed to me to take many times as

long. A one minute stop when you are in a hurry to go ahead seems
like five minutes. It is just so in the Sunday-school. Keep moving!
There is nothing like lack of movement in the program to bring dis-

order in the Sunday-school.

The Opening Exercises include five things: Songs, Prayers,

Scripture reading, Sunday-school news, and Bible Drills. The
singing ought to be hearty. Have appropriate songs, in keeping
with the occasion and the day. I was in a convention once where
they had poor music, so poor that it gave me the fidgets, for while I

cannot read music I have a fair ear for time: finally in my exaspera-

tion I jumped up and began to beat time; and when it came time for

the next song the leader said, ''You lead that!" And I went ahead
the rest of the day. By and by at the close of the afternoon a lady

who seemed to know a good deal about music came up and said, "It

pays to have a good leader." The lesson I learned was that it paid

better to have a poor leader than none at all. Anyone who can beat

time and put himself into the song will get better singing out of the

Sunday-school than no leader at all. It would be a good thing in the

Sunday-school to have a memory song once a month; pick out some
song and have it sung from memory.

Prayer. Open the exercises with prayer, and let it be short.

Why? Because the children will not listen to a long prayer. Let
the prayer express the needs of the day, remembering some of the

things that ought to be prayed for at that time and in that season of

the year. I remember being at a school one day, I was just outside

the door where I waited until the prayer was finished, I thought to

myself, "If this Sunday-school doesn't do anything but listen to that

prayer, it will be enough." He prayed for the needs of the school.

There had been a death that week in one of the families belonging to

the school; that family was remembered; and I stood there with my
eyes filled with tears and I said, "Blessed be God, there is one Sun-
day-school superintendent in touch with the hearts and homes of his

school, who prays for the needs of the school."

Scripture Reading: This can be varied in many ways and can be
made very helpful and very interesting.

Sunday-school Neivs: Many scholars don't know how large an in-

stitution the Sunday-school is. The superintendent who will take the

International Evangel or the Trumpet Call and and read the little

reports that are printed in those papers, can stop long enough one
Sunday to mention one little thing—tell about what happened to Mr.
Eeynolds, about his being sick, and about other things—this would
interest the scholars. Another Sunday he could tell about the

colored worker in the South; another Sunday something away
over in China or India; and thus the scholars would be taught that

Sunday-school influences reach around the world.

Bible Drill: This familiarizes the school with certain elementary
truths which ought to be fixed in the memory. I remember being in

a secular school once, and the teacher, just for a change, when it

came to a place where she could introduce a little intermission, told
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the scholars to rise and put up the windows. They needed ventila-

tion; perhaps you don't need that in your Sunday-school. There are

a great many things in this Bible we ought to be very familiar with.

What would you think of a woman who is a housekeeper and when
she wanted to bake some bread she had to go to a book and turn to

"F" and read "The flour is in the room off the kitchen in the middle
barrel." What shall we say of Sunday-school workers, who, when
they want to find the parable of the Prodigal Son, or some of the
flour of the word of God, have to run to their concordance. In the

opening exercises with our schools we can do very many helpful

things.

LOYAL S. S. ARMY METHODS.
A. H. MILLS.

This is an age of progress. We see its flag floating over every de-

partment of human industry; it is manifest on the farm, in the shop,

the mine, the office, the home, the Church and the Sunday-school.
The aim of the age seems to be adaptability—practicability—utility

—

the accomplishment of the greatest results possible by the human ef-

fort expended.
I am glad to see that this common sense has at last reached many

of our Sunday-schools. We see it in the construction of the rooms in

which the schools meet. It used to be that the church building com-
mittee thought it made no difference where the Sunday-school was
located; any place was good enough for it. Now this practical age is

demanding the best appliances for the Sunday-school; and as these

are furnished and applied with common sense, and our workers bap-
tized with the Holy Ghost, do our schools accomplish the work where-
unto He has sent us.

In many schools it is impossible to have all the modern appli -

ances; then do the best you can with what you have; follow the Mas-
ter's example when He fed the multitude with five loaves and two
fishes, and He will own and bless your faithfulness.

Among the modern appliances that can be used in any Sunday-
school, one that has done and is doing great good in many schools, is

the Loyal Army Method. I suppose all Sunday-school teachers have
met with similar difficulties in at least three respects; in securing the

prompt and regular attendance on the part of the scholar, home
study of the lesson, and systematic contributions.

And this applies with equal force to officers, teachers and schol-

ars. We are not all in our places on time, with lessons well studied,

and with our offering for the Lord. And every true superintendent,

officer and teacher heralds with delight any practical method by
which these difficulties may be lessened and removed. To do this

very thing is the aim of the Loyal Army Method. It has been tried

in many schools, and wherever fairly tried, it has demonstrated its

ability to grapple with these evils,—for evils they are, which, if left

unchecked and uncorrected, will develop in our scholars a spirit of

carelessness and indifference that will tell on the manhood and wom-
anhood of the near future.
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Now, what is this Loyal Army Method? It is a system that stim-

ulates and encourages jarompt and regular attendance on the part of

officer, teacher, and scholar; home study of the lesson, and regular

contributions. At the end of every quarter a public recognition of
faithfulness in these three things is given before the school, and at the
end of the year o, public recognition before the Church and school, of

those who have been faithful during the year.

We are indebted to Brother W. B. Jacobs, our faithful and effi-

cient Secretary, for this method. He found that these three evils ex-

isted even in his school, and prayerfully and earnestly sought some
method by which they could be minimized. lean see Brother Jacobs
as he is in deep meditation over this question, and I can almost hear
him say that ''there are many of our children who attend the public

schools, two sessions a day, five days in the week, for months and
even years, who are never tardy; yet these same children are frequent-

ly tardy at the Sunday-school ! Oh, Father, why is this the case?"

The answer came like a flash of lightning. "Because the parents

know and the children know, that the children are expected to be on
time at the public school, and a record is kept and a recognition is

made of their faithful attendance, while you Sunday-school people do
not seem to expect the scholars to be on time, and no record is kept
or recog7iitio?i made of their fidelity."

Again the question came, "Why is it that people seem to have
money for everything that they wish; while the offering to the Lord
is so meagre in the Sunday-schools?" Again the answer came as be-

fore: "You keep no individual record and make no recognition of

the faithful." Still again does the question recur to Brother Jacobs,

''Why do our children study their lessons in the jjublic schools, and
come Sunday after Sunday without having looked at the lesson?"

The answer came as before,—"Because they expect the children to

study their lessons in the public schools, they keep a record and rec-

ognize the individual scholar's efPort; 'Go thou and do likewise' and
thou shalt receive thy reward."

This modern Peter on the housetop at prayer thus received a vis-

ion that is having, and will have as wide an effect on the cause of the

Master as did the vision of the other Peter on the housetop at Joppa.
Each went to his respective work with a prayer for direction, and one
is taught that "God is no respecter of persons," and the other is

taught that "Inasmuch as ye did it unto the least of these, ye did it

unto me."
Brother Jacobs set to work to follow the Spirit's directions and

apply the suggestions to his own school; and as if by magic, the

promise is realized. He tried it several years in his own school and
the results were beyond his expectations. Just as those fine carbon
filaments in the bulbs of the electric chandelier, when the current is

on, glow with brilliancy and brightness, disclosing not only its own
presence, but reaching the farthest recesses of the room, so Brother
Jacobs and his Method began to blaze forth in a steady flame, glad-

dening the hearts and lives of officers and teachers all over this broad
land of ours with its beneficent light.

He quietly evolved a system of class books and secretary's book by
which a permanent record is kept of the attendance, lesson study, and
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contribution of every officer, teacher and scholar connected with the
school. It notes every one who is on time, and on time means in his

place luhen the hour has arrived to open the school. T\\\x& 2J'>'omptness

is emphasized, is placed at a premium as it should be, and our schol-

ars will grow up with this idea fixed in their minds, and it will run
through their whole business lives. Many a business man has failed

because he did not take for his life-motto, "Be on time." And
many another man, no better endowed by nature, has made his life a

success because he took those words for his ideal and moulded his

life in accordance therewith. Many a battle has been lost because
the general bringing re-enforcements was not on time. The battle of

Waterloo was lost. Napoleon an exile, France in the dust, and the

political history of Europe changed, all because Grouchy was not on
time. The battle of Waterloo was won, Wellington the victor, the
English flag supreme, all because Blucher was on time.

A record is kept every Sunday of these three things, so at the end
of every quarter, there being thirteen Sundays, it is possible for each
one to have 39 recognition marks to his credit; but absolute perfec-

tion is not required; the standard is placed at 30 credits, and all per-

sons connected with the school, who during the quarter have 30 credit

marks, receive a certificate signed by the Superintendent. This cer-

tificate is given for faithful attendance, lesson study, and contribu-

tion during the quarter; the names of those receiving the certificates

are placed on the Roll of Honor for that quarter, and their names
publicly announced, the certificates being given in the presence of

the entire school. Another quarter's work is then begun and at the

end of the quarter the same plan is adopted. At the end of the

year a large Diploma, issued by the State S. S. Association, is pub-
licly presented to each one who has received a Certificate of Merit
for each of the four quarters; this annual presentation may be at-

tended with some special program; it is known as "Honor Day,'' and
can be made a very impressive service.

Brother G. W. Miller attended the Honor Day Exercises in our
school and presented the diplomas, and I am sure no one who wit-

nessed that scene will ever forget that the Sunday-school is adapted
to all ages. An old white-haired grandfather of 82 and the baby boy
of 4 were standing side by side, with 68 others, officers, teachers and
scholars, each receiving a public recognition for faithful attendance,

lesson study, and contributions during the year 1896.

A word of caution here to teachers and officers. Be careful

that your records are correct,—the scholars are watching you, and
you cannot afford to make any mistake. If through your careless-

ness some child who is entitled to the certificates and diploma fails

to get them, just that moment have you lost your hold on that child,

—your influence is on the wane. The child's confidence in you has
been shaken. I have witnessed this very thing in my own school.

Again be sure your record of each scholar is correct each Sunday in

every respect. You can't do less than this and be true to your schol-

ars and true to yourself.

When the time arrives, begin, if you and the janitor are the only
persons present, and give him positive instructions to open the

school should you also fail to be on time. Being on time doesn't
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mean around the door, in the street or yard, but in our respective

places.

In reference to lesson study, the requirements must be left largely

to the judgment of individual teachers. It would not be right to

require the same amount of study from primary or intermediate

classes as from adult classes. Do not require too much at first, or

you will discourage them at the very threshold. As they comply,

you can gradually increase your demands, and they will be as readily

complied with. Encourage them in their study—show them how to

study—rouse their curiosity by relating some striking thought or in-

cident connected with the next Sunday's lesson. Grive this one some-
thing to find out, that one something else, and so on.

A word of explanation about the contributions. It is not the

amount the scholar gives, but it is the number of times during the

quarter or year that he brings his offering to the Lord. A child that

can contribute only a nickle during the quarter, encourage him to

divide it into five offei'iiigs of one pe^my each; it will bring a double

blessing to him. First, it will teach him regularity in making his

offerings, and second, it will teach him self-denial in the saving of

the pennies left after making the offering. If he can afford only to

bring a dime, or any other amount, be sure to do the same way, set-

ting the example yourself, and this will develop systematic giving,

and the new generation of Church members will thus be trained to

regular offerings to the Lord; then our Churches will not have to be

from 30 days to six months in arrears in paying the ministers their

hard earned salaries, and the financial condition of many Churches
will pass from chaotic to business methods and the Church Treas-

urer will no longer be the most over-worked man in the commu-
nity.

I like the name of this method—"Loyal." How every true Amer-
ican heart throbs with emotion at the very word. Loyal to whom
and to what?

First of all, loyal to the Great Captain of our Salvation—loyal to

the Bible and its faithful study—loyal to our school, loyal to our boy-

hood, to our girlhood, to our womanhood and to our manhood.
"Loyal Army," the very words send the blood coursing through the

veins of every boy and girl with tenfold rapidity. My nephew of

eighteen received the cadet appointment at West Point the other day;

you could almost see the soldierly qualities unfold in his heart. He
could almost hear the bugle blast. Going to be a soldier of his

country to defend its flag! Such privileges, prized as they are, are

not as important as the call today sounding in the ears of every child,

"Soldiers of the Army, of the Loyal Army of Jesus Christ!" What
a grand opportunity for all the brave boys and girls of Illinois to rally

around the banner of our victorious Leader, marching forth filled

with a noble purpose to Tcnoio and do the right.

We held a Bible Institute the latter part of December, 1895, hav-

ing with us Brothers Miller and Pearce, and one of the results of that

institute was the adoption of this Loyal Army Method in the Presby-

terian School, over which it is my privilege to preside, and the effect

on the school can be judged by expressions from officers, teachers and
scholars in response to the following questions which I submitted to

them:
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1st. What benefit has the Loyal Sunday-school Army Method
been to our school?

2nd. What benefit has it been to your class?

3rd. What benefit has it been to you ?

Here are some of the answers: A teacher of girls says, "It has

brought my girls to be jDunctual, it is an incentive to study, it in-

creases collections, it is a general stimulus to me." A scholar says,

"It has increased the attendance of our school, and caused the mem-
bers to a greater extent to be on time." Another teacher says, "It

has increased the interest in our school. In my class there has been
better attendance and better lesson study. It has been a blessing to

me to see the improvement in my class." The teacher of the Bible

Class says, "It has made us skirmish around and find one penny at

least every Sunday morning. It makes us hustle to be on time. It

has been the means of keeping together a large Bible class in spite of

a poor teacher." This teacher, by the way, has taught in the primary
department of our public schools for the past 32 years, and is one of

the best Bible teachers I know. An elder says, "Increased attendance
and better order. Better lessons and contributions. Deepened my
interest and study of the Bible." Another teacher says, "More con-

secration of teachers and officers, better lesson study, more regular

contributions, more systematic study of the Bible." Another elder

says, "Encouraged attendance. Promptness and more thorough
work. Urged to better work." Another teacher, "It has been the

key-note of success. Increased promptness, lesson study and contri-

butions. More diligent work for me." The superintendent of the

Primary Department says the children learn the Golden Text better.

Our pastor, who has been with us nearly eight years, said to our
congregation on April oth at the annual meeting, that the Sunday-
school had never been as large and enthusiastic, or doing as definite,

helpful, and systematic work as during the past year. Many others

have given substantially the same evidence, and I have found no of-

ficer, teacher or scholar, but who endorsed the method and com-
mended it most earnestly to other schools.

The two mission schools connected with our church have now ad-

opted this Method. The Westminster, under the superintendency
of Brother Laughlin, now our county president, adopted it at the

same time our church school did, and at the time of Mr. Laughlin's
taking the superintendency, and here is his testimony after fifteen

months' trial:

Number on Roll of Honor, 1st qr. 1896—40. 1st qr. 1897—65.
Average attendance, 1st quarter 1896—99. 1st qr. 1897—144.

Collections up to and including May lst,-'96, 23.61. 1st '97, 33.29.

Brother Laughlin says, "T think it the best plan to secure regular

attendance, lesson study, and contributions of which I have any
knowledge." Here is the testimony of one of the Assistant Superin-
tendents: "Westminster Chapel has been greatly strengthened by the

Loyal Sunday-school Army Method, by increase of attendance, con-

tributions and a more careful study of the lessons; and more interest

is shown on the part of parents and friends of the scholars. To me
the method has given much encouragement and has helped me in my
duties to the school and to the Master."
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The other mission school did not adopt this method until March
of this year. The superintendent was opposed to it. He thought
the good old way was the best and would accomplish the most good.

He was not in sympathy with advanced methods of Sunday-school
work. I told him that the three things with which every superin-

tendent had to contend, were irregular attendance, neglect of lesson

study, and grasshopper contributions. I asked him if all his teachers

and scholars were on time. He said ''no." I asked him if any of

them were tardy. He replied "Many of them." I asked him if his

scholars all studied the lesson, and he said ''no." I asked him if his

contributions were just what he wanted them to be, and he said "no."
I then asked him if he did not think it would be a good thing to look
after these three definite things, and he said he reckoned it would. I

then told him that this method had been a great blessing to the home
school, that it had made the attendance more prompt and more regu-

lar, that many scholars studied their lessons now who did not before,

and that our collections had been better despite the hard times, that
I would not go back to the old method for anything; that I believed

God intended us to use every new aj^pliance in His work which would
correct defects in the old methods and make the work more effective.

He then asked where he could get his supplies, and on the last Sun-
day in March it was my privilege to explain to his school the Loyal
Army Method. Now for the results; here are a few of the testimo-

nies of his teachers in reply to the same questions suggested to my
own.

The teacher of the Bible class says, "It has increased interest in

Christian work in several ways. It has brought responsibility home
to the individual members. It has encouraged me to do more personal

and direct work for Christ."

The assistant superintendent, who is also one of the teachers,

says: "All the teachers say they have better lessons and collections,

the scholars are on time, and when absent send their collections and
report lessons studied. As to my class, I know they have done the work
I tried to get them to do, that is to study the lesson at home; they

are there on time, and our collections are better. As for myself, it

has inspired a more thorough study and a deeper consecration to

Christ and His work."
The Cumberland Presbyterian Church of our city has about 120

members. It holds its services in the rooms of the W. C. T. U. It

has a church school and a mission. The pastor and superintendents

are my personal friends. The pastor has been worrying over this

Loyal Army Method for about six years; he thought he must have
just a particular kind of a superintendent and just certain peculiar

surroundings before this method could be made a success, and when
at the close of last year his superintendents expressed a desire to try

it in each school, he was rather opposed to it. But the superinten-

dent of the church school had been informed by me what it had done
for our school, and he had communicated the facts to the other man,
and they insisted that it should be tried; so the supplies were procured
and on the first Sunday of January the work was started in both
schools, and here is the pastor's testimony when I went to see him
about it: "It has gone beyond my most sanguine expectations. It
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has increased our attendance 25 per cent. It has increased our
prompt attendance 50 per cent. It has increased our collections 33^
per cent. It has given sprightliuess to the entire school. I have
been stumbling over this matter for about six years, for I thought it

was necessary to have just the right kind of conditions before it

could be worked; I have considered it a great mountain, and when
we reached it, it was not even a mole hill. It is more workable than
I had any idea of, and is not nearly so hard to put into execution.

This is what it has done for my church school, and it has done as

great wonders in my mission school, which meets in a small empty
store building in the north part of the city. It is a plan which is

adapted to all classes of schools, whether the large church school

where they have all the modern appliances, suburban schoolp, mission
schools, country schools, and in fact, it can be utilized in any school."

Has he not been taught the fact that "it is not by might nor by
power," but by the Spirit that the work is done?

There are many persons in this audience who would gladly add
their testimony to the value of this method were it necessary to do
so. There are others who do not know anything about it, and taking
the gentle hint from the committee, I have simply tried, as best I

could in the very limited time at my command, to give the details of

the work and the results of the working out of these details that have
come under my own observation in the short time I have known any-
thing about this Method.

What means this great array of testimony in reference to this

method of removing three of the greatest evils from our schools? It

means that the time has come, when we as Sunday-school workers,
must see to it that practical methods are used in all our schools. It

means that we must use the plans which God has owned and blessed.

If yon have never tried it, go home and put it in operation in your
own school, and my word for it, you will not regret it.

Oh, fellow officers and teachers, let us rise to the height of our
privileges and utilize every agency that our Father has placed within
our reach for the sowing and developing of the divine seed in the
hearts and lives of the children He has placed under our care. Let
us take out of our plans, our hearts, and our lives, all selfishness and
self-exalting ideas, and be content to be led by the Great Teacher and
be Spirit-filled men and women, ready for a life of service! Then
shall we see the Lord's work prosper as never before.

The following resolutions were presented to the convention by Mr.

E. H. Griffith, who moved their adoption:

The Illinois State Sunday-school Association assembled in this

Thirty-ninth Annual Convention, desire to testify their high appreci-
ation of the bountiful hospitality shown by the good people of Belle-

ville. Welcomed at the outset by the mayor of the city, we found
that as chairman of the committee of entertainment, he had been at

the head of a band of co-workers, who had spared no pains to secure
for us the most abundant hospitality that could be shown anywhere.
This commodious hall has been secured for our meetings with all its

appurtenances. The churches have been opened to additional
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meetings. One of these pastors has presided at our sessions and the
other pastors have been regular attendants and participated in our
deliberations. The homes of the city have been thrown open to the
delegates; the pages have been diligent in their attention to our
wants; the press of the city has given full space to the reports of our
proceedings, and even the postoffice has ministered to our comfort,
and a faithful Sunday-school scholar has attended diligently near the
entrance, and distributed letters to those fortunate enough to

receive them. For these and numerous other acts of kindness and
hospitality we testify our gratitude to the people of this city, and as-

sure them tiiat we will not soon forget all things they have done for

us.

We return our thanks to the Rail-roads for their courtesies.

To our brother. Dr. Merrill, of Minnesota, and our dear friends

from Missouri, Mr. and Mrs. Semelroth and Mr. Randolph, and J.

H. Miller, of Georgia, we express our gratitude for the great good
they have done us, and to all who have aided us in making this con-
vention so great a success.

We testify our high thanks to our Brother Excell, the sweet singer

of our Illinois Israel who has furnished us with the "Triumphant
Songs," and himself interpreted the music. To the ladies of Belle-

ville, Misses Storkey and Rogers, who presided at the piano and
organ, and to Mr. Edwin A. Tufts who so delighted us with his

cornet.

Especially do we express our gratitude to God for his presence and
blessing, and for this thirty-ninth milestone in the history of the

Illinois State Sunday-school Association.

THE HOME DEPARTMENT.
G. W. MILLER.

The Home Department is the "going and leaving department.^'

Go where? Into the homes. What for? To show the inmates the

true light. I shall never forget the parable of the Lord Jesus Christ,

how that supper was set, all things were made ready, and I hear him
as he speaks "Come for all things are now ready!" But did anybody
go? Not until they got the going department, and then there was
not room for them. Where do I go? To the homes. Who goes

with me ? The Lord Jesus Christ. What else goes ? The Book
goes. Leaving what? Kind words.

Thousands of homes in this state can answer that question. A
desire to know something of this Book, to know something of its

Christ.

The Home Department goes to do what? To teach, to confirm. To
teach those who are hindered. Let every school have this going and
leaving department. I remember a certain city in this state where
4,841 homes have been visited by this going department; and what
did it leave? Such a desire to be in Sunday-school that next Sun-
day they had the largest attendance in the history of the Sunday-
schools of Decatur. I remember what happened in one home through
this going and leaving department. The visitors went into a poor
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home and the mother said *'I haven't time to read." Then one of the

young ladies said "Can't you read one verse?" And the mother be-

gan to read one verse, and the visitor said to her "While you read

it think about it." In a few weeks they went back, and the mother
said that she and the little children studied together and that she

had erected the family altar, "and occasionally he comes in." "He,"
you know who that means. And then a few weeks passed, and he,

with the mother and children were in one of the local churches of

that town. Can you go with that Book, which is the gift of God, and
not leave something?

Oh, the homes that have been visited, the hearts which have been
touched, the lives which have been brightened, the schools which
have been enlarged! This has been done through the going and
leaving department, which I trust no school in this state will be

without three weeks after this great convention.

THE SUPERINTENDENT AND HIS WOKK.
H. R. CLISSOLD.

I. The Wokk for the Man". Like many other words and
phrases the term Sunday-school has . two meanings—first, a service,

secondly, an organization. As a service it is infinitely more impor-
tant than as an organization. "Is not the life more than meat, and
the body than raiment."

(1) The true superintendent luill appreciate this service. It

is safe to exalt the service ; it is dangerous to magnify the organiza-

tion. It is a service for Bible study ; more, it is the Bible studying
service prescribed by the will of God (Deut. 31) ; described in the

Word of God (Neh. 8) ; attended by the Son of God (Luke 2); rec-

ognized by the church of God (1 Cor. 12 ; Eph. 4 ; 2 Tim. 2, etc.)

An organization for the promotion of Bible study—useful as it may
be—inside or outside the church, is not hinted at in the Word of God.
The "machine" everywhere has an interrogation point attached. The
recognition in the supremacy of the service over the organization as

a fundamental principle will solve some difficult problems and save

much doubtful disputation. Questions such as the relations of the

Sunday-school to other organizations, and of individuals to it, need
have no vexing quality in them if considered in the light suggested

;

questions of support, control, etc., answer themselves, (a) The c/mr-
acter of the service will be appreciated. It is essentially the same
now as in the beginning—the service for the public study of God's
Word, commanded, and commended as no other service is, by "holy
men of God who spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." The
reason why this service holds so high, so unique a place, is simply that

Bible study lies at the foundation of all real success. (Joshua 1:8.)
(b) The opportimities of the service will be appreciated. All ages,

all classes of "men, and women and children" are included in its be-

neficent reach ; but chiefly it deals with the young. It is calculated

to be used, and it is used of God Almighty for the conversion to Him
and the training for His service, of those who attend it. This oppor-
tunity is freighted with tremendous responsibility because many of
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the participants in this service receive here their only religious in-

struction. In too many Christian homes the specific injunction laid
on parents to teach their children the Word of God is utterly disre-

garded ; in many homes from whence come pupils to our schools there
is not the semblance of right example in speech or life, (c) The pos-
sibilities of this service will be appreciated. Think of the wide range
of its constituency. The latter day example does not fully meet in
this respect the ancient and divine ideal. We have reversed God^s
order (whether willfully or not), and in too many modern instances,
three of the four elements in the constituency of the service are
practically ignored. "Men'' are first named in the Mosaic constitu-
ency of the Bible-school. Good reasons for this significant promi-
nence have not disappeared with the lapse of time ; surely there is as
much need to-day as ever that men "may hear, and that they may
learn, and fear the Lord our God, and observe to do all the words of
the law." "Women" come next in order. God ever honors the fam-
ily ; and the modern (?) discovery that right training of the child be-
gins with the grandmother only adds emphasis to the importance God
placed 3,500 years ago on the presence of women in the Bible-school.
"Children," of course, are expected ; and "the stranger" is not over-
looked in the beneficent plan. Men, women, children and strangers
are included in the inscrutible wisdom of God, others are left out.
Think of the unbounded reach of its influence. No social distinc-
tions bar its way; no limitations of space curtail it. Eich and poor
meet together ; hearts set aglow here with love of God fire other
hearts in the antipodes. A little stone cut out of the mountain fills

the whole earth. Think of the quality of its results. There is

blessed promise, and yet more blessed fulfillment for the life that now
is as well as for that which is to come. Lives at cross purposes with
God are brought into line with His will ; minds and hearts discord-
ant, out of tune, are made presently and eternally harmonious.
Darkness is displaced by light ; sadness makes room for joy ; the bit-

ter is turned into sweet. In the heart where the word of Christ
dwells richly there bubbles ever a spring of gladness and cheer ; and
loyal, loving, untiring service is willingly rendered to Him whose life-

blessing message has been heard and accepted.

(2.) The true siiperintendent ivill prepare for this sekvice. As
the service is more than the organization that cares for it, so prepa-
tion for it far exceeds in importance conducting it. The school ex-
ists that the teacher may have oj^portunity for work. The greatest
human factor in the school is the teacher. "I magnify mine office,"

and assert that God has greatly honored the superintendent by giv-
ing him the high place of chief assistant to the teacher. In the cat-

egory of gifts to the church named in Paul's second letter to the Cor-
inthians, 12th chapter, the divine order is significant ; "first ajjostles,

secondarily, prophets, thirdly, teachers ; after that miracles, then
gifts of healing, helps, governments, diversities of tongues." Does
any superintendent fancy God has set him in the church to govern
Let him notice that governing is placed seventh in rank, while teach-
ing is third. The Lord appears to have as little use for the "boss" in
religion as in politics. The right-minded superintendent will find his

place one notch higher than governing, among the blessed company
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of ''helps." As the teacher's helper he will have abundant use for

all the gifts and graces with which a loving Father has endowed him.
He will endeavor to secure favorable conditions for his teachers. Con-
ditions as to soil. Minds and hearts of pupils are frequently in the
most unfavorable condition for the reception of God's truth. Home
instruction totally neglected; home influences for good at the mini-
mum if not wholly lacking ; day school and street companionships
anything but helpful sj)iritually. The superintendent who sets in

motion forces whose tendency is to awaken spiritual perceptions, ex-

cite the desire to know something more and experience something
deeper than has been known before—that superintendent is a mighty
help. The Spirit moves upon hearts into which some truth has come;
if the superintendent can in any way secure home reading and home
study of the Bible, he will prove a true teachers' helper. Conditions
as to seed. "The seed is the Word of God"—''incorruptible seed,

that liveth and abideth forever." This the teacher is to plant and
water ; on this the increase may be expected. Neither in the natural

nor in the spiritual world is the best sowing done haphazard. Selec-

tion of seed, adaptation of seed to soil are necessary conditions to suc-

cess. "Right dividing of the word of truth" on the j)art of the sow-
er in heart-fields is no less called for now then when Paul urged it

upon the young husbandman in the church at Ephesus. Here the su-

perintendent's helpfulness may show itself in fullest measure. Teach-
ers long for, and will gladly welcome, any help he may bring to them
in the preparation of the lessons they are to teach. Conditions as to

atmosphere. The best possible are called for. There are homes and
schools and churches that chill ; there are homes, and schools, and
churches that warm into stronger life every better impulse that enters

the heart. Can a superintendent find employment more worthy of

the best there is in him than the cultivation in these homes, and in

his school, and in his church, of a loving, sympathizing spirit?

(3) The true superintendent will magnify this service. As the

church is the divinely appointed custodian of the truth, and as her
business is to hold it forth, the church is deeply concerned in the ser-

vice specially devoted to its study. But, unfortunately, many
churches appear to be very little concerned about the matter. And
so there comes to the superintendent the responsibility of setting be-

fore the church to which he belongs, in its true light, the importance
of the special service Avhich he is called to care for. In this one line

of work he will find no lack of use for all his God-given power. He
is called on to keep his church intelligent about it. The members
generally are busy about other things. On them other interests have
a stronger grip. They have never given much thought to this; they

know little or nothing about it ; they care little or nothing for it.

Here is something the superintendent must meet, and it will

keep any able-bodied man busy thinking how to meet it. The
church must know some of the things he knows about the work
of the school before its members will begin to feel as he feels

about it. The lifting of the eyes and a look on the fields precedes

in the divine order, such solicitude as the Master would have His
disciples feel. Privately, and in public ; by letter, by speech; in per-

son and through others; in season and out of season, perhaps, the
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superintendent will labor to secure so desirable a thing as adequate in-

telligence concerning the work so near his heart. He will endeavor
to keep his church interested and enlisted in it. He will never lose

sight of the divine ideal—"men, women, children and strangers;" he
will never be satisfied unless there is at least an approximate realiza-

tion of it. But how he will have to work to do it! He will become
an enthusiast on the subject. He will be accused, (truthfully, too,)

of having it on the brain. But he will be far more enthusiastic than
most of us are before he magnifies too highly the importance of Bible
study. Such intelligence as leads to personal interest and enlistment
on the part of his fellow-members will make it easy for the superin-
intendent to keep his church prayerful for it. But the prayer spirit

must be developed. The promises of blessings on the faithful teach-
ing of the Word are many and great; "Yet for this, saith the Lord
God, will I be inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them."

II. The Man for the Woek. One may well ask "Who is suf-

ficient for these things?" The stoutest heart might fail in the face
of such a task were it not for the provision made for it. "Who goeth
a warfare on his own charges?"

(1.) The trice Superintendent ivill he a man of faith. Faith in

the worh. He will believe in his deepest heart that the work is of

God—appointed by Him, and well pleasing to Him. A work, there-

fore, that can never fail. Faith in his fellow-tuorkers. He does not
stand alone. No doleful Elijah wail escapes his lips—"I, even I only
am left." He knows that shoulder to shoulder with him are loyal sol-

diers of the cross, whose hearts beat with his. He will say no word
to discourage them. He trusts them and tries them. JSTapoleon at the
foot of the Alps, thought wistfully of the comrades besieged on the
other side. To his engineers he said "Can we cross over?" They re-

plied, doubtfully, "It is barely possible." "Forward! then forward!"
was the captain's only answer; his soldiers caught his spirit; in a few
days they were on the sunny slopes of Italy, and the siege was raised.

Faith in the poiuer of the truth. We have seen some of the evi-

dences of its power—hard hearts broken by it, distorted lives made
straight by it, communities shaken by it, thousands led by it to re-

nounce sin and begin lives of righteousness. We have never seen the
fullness of its power. Shall we ever know its limit? We have seen
in nature great rocks torn apart by the growth of a tiny seed in a
crevice; The superintendent knows it is his work to see that the
"incorruptible seed, the Word of God, that liveth and abideth for-

ever" is planted in human hearts, and he knows that watered by
God's dews and fostered by God's sunshine, that seed, born of omni-
potence, has a power as yet unmeasured. Faith in the work of God,
faith in fellow-workers with God, faith in the truth of God; above
all he .will have faith in God. "Whose I am and whom I serve," he
says to himself, as he looks at the difficulties of his position. And
the remembrance of His love. His wisdom. His presence. His power,
sends him on, satisfied.

(2.) The true superintendent will ie a man of Hope. The
anchor of his soul has entered within the vail. So he loill never be

discouraged. Difficulties will meet him as they meet others, but they
melt away before his brave, courageous spirit. His fellow- workers
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know how good is the ''word in season" he so frequently speaks. He
looks for the best. Men find what they look for, as a rule. If we
look for the bad we can find it; the good in all around is as easily dis-

covered, if we will have it so. This hopeful man sees the best in the

pupils. Teachers' hearts fail them at the evidences of total depravi-

ty; he helps them see the better side of the boys and girls they teach.

He is the Joseph who knows "God meant it for good" when Jacob

mourns that "all these things are against me." He scatters sunshine—
sunshine that pours from brighter skies than unopened eyes can see

—

sunshine that fills his soul and floods all around him. Like buoys

covered with phosphorescent paint, that in the daytime drink in the

sunlight and glow with it through the long dark night, so he,

opening his heart to the light of life, has learned how to cheer and
bless and brighten others who have not yet found, as he has, the

Christian's secret of a happy life.

(3.) The true superintendent loill he a man of love. "Now
abideth faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is

love." It is a great thing to have faith in God; it is a greater to

love Him. One may have faith in the Word of God; it is a

higher thing so love it. We may have faith in the work we try to do
for God, and hope in its success; it is a better thing to love it.

_
It is

noble to have faith in your teachers, faith in your pupils, faith in

human souls everywhere; it is God-like to love them, for God is love.

The portrait of the ideal superintendent you may find in 1 Corin-

thians 13:4-7, if you substitute his title for the first word in the

passage. Brother, does your heart fail in the presence of such a pic-

ture? Remember whose you are, and whom you serve. "Ye are com-
plete in him." Paul has no monopoly of omnipotence when he says

"I can do all things," for so can you as well as he, "through Christ

who strengthens."

We often quote the words "Not by might, nor by power, but by my
spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts," but we often forget the occasion of

their utterance. Recall the vision of Zechariah: the golden seven

branched lampstand with its bowl of gold to receive the oil—the olive

trees on either side with pipes running to the bowl. It is a vision to

encourage the builder. Whatever may be its full significance it

brings a gracious truth to you and me. In the midst of sin's dark-

ness the Christian shines as a light, holding forth the word of life.

Beside him stand the ever-living witnesses—the Spirit and the Word.
Into his open heart, from these unfailing sources, may flow increas-

ing supplies. "These two olive branches'' (blessed symbol of peace)

"through golden pipes" of communion, of prayer, of study, of ser-

vice, "empty golden oil out of themselves" so long as the channels

are free. If we will, they may remain forever unclogged. For this

we pray.

Mr. B. F. Jacobs: I wish to call atttention to the fact that our

beloved brother Btirnell has been in this city a number of days in

connection with our convention, visiting from house to house, and

during the days of the convention has been holding meetings on the

streets in the evening. He spends his whole life for Jesus Christ,

11



150 Illinois State Sunday School Convention.

and the last few years he has devoted to visiting from house to house,

a pleasant work! He has visited 457 people here in connection with

this convention.

The pages of the Convention now marched forward and were

placed in line upon the platform, facing the audience. They were

greeted by hearty handclapping and waving of handkerchiefs.

ADDEESS TO THE PAGES.

B. F. JACOBS.

Ladies and gentleman, members of the Illinois State Sunday-

school Convention: These are the boys of Belleville, who have

served this convention as messengers and pages. They welcomed the

guests and carried their bundles and helped them on the way home.

Boys, in the name of the Illinois State Sunday-school Convention, in

behalf of all who have been here and the rest of the 800,000 Sunday-

school Workers in the State of Illinois, I thank you. We have

90,000 officers and teachers and we have 710,000 scholars in the Sun-

day-schools of Illinois. This convention is held once a year in some
city of the state for the purpose of helping the officers and teachers,

in order that they may help the boys and girls. You have helped

us.

I wish to speak to you this afternoon a moment in reference to

seven boys. The first boy's name I will mention was Joseph. You
have read of him. He was a boy who had eleven brothers and one

sister, and he was one of the youngest of the boys, next to the

youngest. He was a boy who had a great desire to be something and

to do something in the world, and he thought so much of it that he

began to think about things that he couldn't see and planned for

things that he never had known. You never knew a boy or a man
that didn't think of something beyond what he could see that ever

went anywhere or did anything. There was a man once thought he

could see that all the stars and planets revolved, went around in ap-

pointed circles and in appointed orbits. Others ridiculed him, but

he kept on thinking. One day there was a little fellow whose father

was a spectacle maker, a maker of optical instruments in a little Ger-

man city, and some of the spectacle glasses had been thrown aside,

and the boy got two of them and held them like that (indicating).

He looked at a famous old clock in that city; he looked at the clock

through one glass and then he looked at the clock through another

glass, and then he thought he would look at it through both glasses,

and he put them up, one in front of the other, so, (indicating), and

changed the glasses a little bit, and finally uttered a great shout—he

had seen something no one had ever seen before. Not the clock

—

people had seen that—he put the glasses back again, and he went

back and said, "Father, come and look!" He had discovered the

telescope; and his father made the first telescope that was ever made
in the world; and the way he came to make it was that his boy had

looked through two glasses, like that (indicating), and saw, as he

looked, that one way it made the clock go away, and the other way
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it brought the clock close np to him. Through that first telescope

the man who thought the stars and world went around, looked, then
clapped his hands and said, ''I have found it.''

There was another man who got to thinking about a country
which he had never seen. He thought of it, and talked about it,

and people thought he was crazy. Then he got the ear of the King
and Queen, and at last the Queen sold some of her jewels and got

that man a ship, and he came across the sea—do you know his

name?
The Pages: Columbus!
Mr. Jacobs: Columbus discovered America because he looked

for something he could not see.

This boy Joseph looked for things he couldn't see. The boys
made fun of him; they will always make fun of a boy who has a

high purpose. A little fellow came to Sunday-school last Sunday
and had a white hat; you know it is a nice thing for a boy to have a

new hat in the spring; pretty soon he came to me and said, "Mr.
Jacobs, that fellow over there wants to spit on my hat." *'Well," I

said, "1 will go over there and look at him a minute." I went over

there, and said, "You don't want to spit on his hat, do you?" "No,
sir, I don't." There is always somebody mean enough to spit on a

boy's hat if he has a new one, and to pull a boy down if he is trying

to climb where they have never been.

There was another boy, whose name was Moses. He was a little

fellow, and was put down in a curious sort of basket-cradle by the

river bank, and by and by the Princess came and had the child

brought to her and took care of him, and it is said that he was
learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. One day he heard a

voice speak to him and he began to think about things he could not
see. His people were slaves in Egypt. He began to think that some-
body should deliver them, and he said, "I wish I was the one to do
it." After awhile God called to him and said, "Look here, you are

the very one I want to do it: you go and do it." All the great men
of the world have thought about things other people didn't think
very much about. Any one can think about a base ball, but it takes

somebody with brains to sit down quietly and think about doing
things that no on one else can do.

Another little fellow's name was Samuel; he is the third boy. He
was sent to church when he was a baby, and he went to school in

church. He used to light the lights at night and open the door in

the morning. One night, as the little fellow was lying awake, he
heard some one speak to him, and he thought it was the old priest.

He went and said to him, "What is it you wish?" Said he, "I
didn't call you." "Oh, yes you did, I heard you!" "No I did not."
He went and lay down again, and heard tlie voice again, and the

third time he began to look up where he couldn't see, and to think
about somebody that was above him, and he said, "Lord, what is it?"

God took that boy and made him a leader of a nation. He got the
ear of that boy. God is very anxious to get the ear of a boy;
if he can get hold of a boy's ear, he will crawl down into the boy's

heart.

The next boy's name was David. You remember that little chap.
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He had six brothers; they were fellows who were sent to West Point

and fought in the army there. David was sent out with the sheep,

and he had plenty of time to think while the sheep were eating grass

and drinking water, and he began to count the stars and look up be-

yond the stars, and he began to hear things other boys didn't

hear. One day his father sent him down to the army, to ask how
they were getting along; and one of his brothers said, ''What are you

doing down here? Whom did you leave to take care of the sheep?''

Pretty soon the King wanted some one to fight a giant who came out

of the enemies' army; the little chap says, "I will go!" ''You can't

go, you can't do it, look at his sword!" "Oh," said he, "that is

nothing; I will tell you something; I was taking care of the sheep

one day and a lion and a bear came out of the woods and got one of

the sheep and started off, and I went after that lion and I went after

that bear and killed them both and got my sheep; do you know how
I did it? God did it for me; and," said he, "what is that great giant

before God! Of course I couldn't do it alone, but God will go with

me, and I will take his head off." The King said, "You may try."

Then David picked up some stones out of the brook and started, and

the giant said, "Well, little fellow, what are you going to do here?

You come up here and I will hold you up so the birds can pick you!"

David put one of those stones in his sling—you know how he did it

—

he whirled it around, and hiss it went through the air and struck the

giant in the head, and David had his head off in about three minutes.

That boy got the idea that if God was with him he could do things

nobody else could do. How big is a giant along side of God? He
isn't any more than a grasshopper! Nothing!! A boy who has God
in him can do things no one else can do.

There is another boy I want to tell you about. Next Sunday you
are going to travel over to a town in Asia Minor called Lystra. You
are going over there witii one of the greatest men who ever trod the

earth, the Apostle Paul. There was a little boy there named
Timothy. Paul looked at little Timothy and said, "I am coming
back here in a short time and I want to see you again." He came
back again and asked Timothy a few questions.- "Would you like to

go with me?" Timothy thought a minute, then he lifted up his

heart to God, and said, "I will go." Paul called that boy his own
son, and Timothy became one of the greatest men in the world. He
could see things that other people could not see.

I want to talk to you about the sixth boy a minute; his name
was Jesus; you know about him. Did you ever think why Jesus was

a boy, a little fellow? Why he did not come down here a great man?
He wanted to he a hoy so as to let you know he felt like a boy. He
used to be a boy, going around the town where he lived, in Nazareth,

playing with other boys, and he came to know everything that a boy
needs to know; and he came to give a boy everything a boy needs to

have. Jesus Christ is willing to give every one of you boys the

greatest thing that you can possibly ask for,

I want to call your attention to the seventh boy; his name is

spelled with three letters; it is YOU. Joseph, Moses, Samuel, David,

Timothy, Jesus and You! You are asked to belong to the best

circle.
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Boys, when all the men have gone from this platform, we want
you to take their places. The President, Mr. Fuller, will pass away:
we want one of you boys to be President, by and by. The Secretary,

my brother, will pass away: we want a boy to be Secretary. The
field workers, Mr. Pearce and Mr. Miller, are going: we want boys to

be field workers. lam chairman of the Executive Committee: we
want a boy for that place. I invite you now, every one of you, to

get ready to take our places, and to do the work a great deal better

than we have ever done it. Begin to think about it now. If you
are not Christian boys, I invite you this afternoon to accept Jesus
Christ. Say, right here and now—you need not say it out loud—but
say, ''Lord, I will do it now." Every one of these boys I have told

you about stepped right out; they did not walk backwards, but for-

wards, and kept right on, and they are living forever; and God wants
you to live forever. This convention is obliged to you. One of you
took my bag when I came. If any of you come to Chicago, where I

live, call on me. This convention would like to help you carry bur-
dens, and remember God will make you strong to carry other peo-
ple's burdens. I would like to shake hands with you for Jesus
Christ's sake, and for the sake of this Sunday-school convention.

(Shakes hands with the boys.) God bless you, and keep you pure,

i)oys; let cigarettes and tobacco and beer and whiskey, and every
other bad thing, go; be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his

might. Have a clear head, a clean mind, a true heart, a strong body,
a splendid faith, and you shall have abundance of life through the
precious grace of Jesus Christ.

The Doxology was sung, and the benediction was pronounced by

President Fuller.

THIRD DAY—EVENING SESSION.

The concluding session of the convention was devoted to a plat-

form meeting and a service of sacred song. The attendance was very

large, completely filling the hall.

A number of the delegates offered prayer, thanking God for His

gracious presence during the meetings of the convention and asking

that his blessing might follow the workers in the great work com-

mitted to their care.

*'Let a Little Sunshine In" and "The Sunday School Army," and

other selections were heartily sung.

Mr. H. A. Loring read the Scripture lesson and offered prayer.

The President then introduced Eev. G. W. Shepherd, who ex-

pressed his appreciation of the convention in a few well chosen words.

Mr. Shepherd was followed by Rev. J. G. Klene. Then Mr. B. F.

Jacobs made an interesting address, taking'for his text John 8:12.

His subject was: ''The Light of Life." Ex-President R. C. Willis

was then presented to the audience and urged a more consistent life
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upon Christians; and the President, Rev. H. E. Fuller, in a happy

little speech, took occasion to express his delight with the work ac-

complished and assured the convention that he felt no higher honor

had ever been conferred upon him than its Presidency. He bade the

delegates God-speed to their respective homes and uttered the hope

that they might be spared to meet in the next annual meeting.

All joined in singing ''Blessed be the Tie that Binds." The bene-

diction was pronounced by the President and the great convention,

long to be remembered, came to an end.

The following extract from the Belleville Daily Neivs of May 14,

the day after the convention, fittingly expresses the feelings of the

people of Belleville:

The great convention has come to a close. May the impressions

made be lasting. We trust that the influences for good set in motion
by this convention may grow and extend until we shall see large

fruitage in righteousness and salvation in this community.
The spirit of the convention was the most gracious, the sweetest

imaginable. It was characterized by deep harmony and spirituality.

Denominational differences were lost sight of, and we forgot to ask to

what church a man belonged. Jesus Christ was exalted, and the

burden of all the discussions was, how to win souls to our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

No one could have told to what denomination the veteran Sunday-
school leader, Mr. B. F. Jacobs, adhered, except by one remark; that

remark was that the absence of a steeple on the Baptist Church in-

dicated no lack of possessions in the direction the steeple points. Dr.

Merrill addressed the convention on four different occasions, but there

were probably not a half-dozen delegates in the convention who knew
his denominational affiliation. When the writer asked Mr. B. F.

Jacobs the denominational preference of Dr. Merrill, that gentleman
seemed himself in doubt. Prof. Hamill said he was a Methodist.

Hardly any one would have suspected it had he not said so. He
praised the Presbyterians in both his addresses, but said nothing
about the Methodists. This looks like obeying the injunction: In
honor preferring one another.

It is gratifying to be able to say that the convention was an un-
qualified success in every particular. But what is even more gratify-

ing is to hear the expression of satisfaction from both delegates and
those who have entertained them. The delegates have been greatly

pleased with the cordial reception given them by the people of Belle-

ville. And the persons who have had delegates in their homes have
been as much pleased to have such bright, genial, companionable and
consecrated Christian people 1o stop with them a few days. This
fact cannot fail to have a good influence on our community. And
had we to entertain the convention again, with our present exper-

ience, we could take care of many more, with less trouble in the way
of securing entertainment for them. Some were sorely disappointed

because no delegates were sent to them. We shall all gratefully re-

member these excellent people whom it has been our privilege to en-

tertain.
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ILLINOIS G-RADUATES

OTLi-A^Si OT^ 'ST.

CLASS OFFICERS.

President—Dr. W. E. Buxton, Samsville.

Secretary—N. L. Crout. Olney.

Treasurer—M. F. Kirkpatrick, Farmer City.

Chaplain—Rev. W. S. Clark, Manchester.

NAMES OF GRADUATES.

Blansdinsville.

S. F. Null.

Mrs. Pearl K. Null.
Agnes Hainline.

Irma D. Hainline.

Alice Noble.
Grace Hainline.

Ella Ullrich.

Myrtle Hainline.

Mrs. Luella Wilson,
Mrs. N. M. Wright.
Joseph I. Tomlinson.
J. H. Ullrich.

Prairie Home.

Wm. McBurney.
Rev. M. F. Paisley.

Mrs. M. F. Paisley.

Mrs. Emma Cox.
Minnie McBurney.
Lillie Paisley.

Tower Hill.

Mary E. Cniit.

Barbara Galster.

Laura Harper.
Lizzie Galster.

Laura Myers.
Anna Galster.

Minnie M. Griggs.

Mabel G. Cothern.
Lillie B. Myers.
Addle M. Burk.
Myrtle Lowe.
Turah Burke.

( Class Leaders in Italics.)

Mrs. Alice Ware.
Mrs. Maggie Himes.
Mrs. Martha Cothern.
Mrs. Russell Smith.
Charles F. Himes.
Russell Smith.

Elva Station.

Mrs. Welthie Curtis.

Mrs. Mary E. Noble.
Edna Mosher.
Ezekiel Noble.

Tower Hill.

Mary Kirkpatrick.
Sophia Hall.

Mattie Kirkpatrick.
Bertha Kirkpatrick.

Lydla Doll.

Lizzie Kirkpatrick.
Morris Kirkpatrick.

Mrs. M. F. Ault.

Mrs. Randolph.
Effie Ziegler.

Georgia McGlasson.
Charles Diehl.

Bidgreville.

Rev. G. B. Safford.

Hattie Everett.

Mrs. J. W. Porter.

Mrs. Julia Shrimp.
J. W. Porter.

Gilman.

Mrs. Mary Parker.
Mrs. Minnie Svreet.

Mrs. A. Thompson.
Mrs. F. Barney.

Olney.

Prof. 0. J. Bainum.
Miss Melta B. Page.
Mrs. J. M. Winans.
Eveline M. Page.
Mrs. G. L. Fitch.

Mrs. A. G. Gaddis.
George L. Fitch.

Ed. B. Shaw.
Anna H. Hill.

Elma M. Fahs.
N. L. Crout.

Westfleld.

B. F. Towsley.

May Arford.
Lula Myers.
G, W. Bonebrake.
J. J. Sell.

Dean M. Inman.

Rock City.

George W. Kaser.

Grace Hampton.
Isabel Carnefix.

John W. Allen.

Mamie Carnefix.

Alice C. Allen.

Mrs. Mary Dart.
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Abingrdon.

Eev. Frank Q. Smith.

Emma Babcock.
Lilah Parker.
Emilia Pister.

Irene Frew.
Chloe Harshbarger.
Minnie Addleman.
Minnie Parker.

Esther Harshbarger.

Albion.

Levinm Harris.

Rose Skinner.

Martha Skinner.

Clara B. Fisher.

Kate C. Gill.

Jennie L. Gill.

Mrs. Hattie E. Biggers,

Connie R. Bunting.
Mrs. Clara Bunting.
Benjamin Booth.
John Colver.

Daniel Skinner.

J. C. Bunting.

H. C. Fisher.

Samsville.

Br. W. E. Buxton.

Mrs. Alice Buxton.
Mrs. Josie Peters.

Jerseyville.

J. W. Becker.

Emma M. West.
E. Mae Kirby.
Mary L. Tyson.
Mary L. Houghtlin.
Lillian Houghtlin.
Sarah White.
Mattie Gorham.
Mrs. Julia H. Stockel.

Mrs. A. W. Cross.

John G. Blish.

A. W. Cross.

Louis J. Sunderland.

Q-reen.'wood.

Rev. Elmer E. Ball.

Nellie Baldwin.
Mary A. Barber.

Julia Barber.

Floy Webster,
Sadie Garrison.

May Thompson.
Mrs. E. W. Robbins.

Ohicagro.

B. E. Hampson.
Delia B. Cureton.

Emma Chesbrough.
Mary L. Cureton.

Chicagro.

Belle M. Spence.

Gertrude Jaynes.
Elizabeth E. Marsh.
Francis Glossup.
Flora Cameron.
Ethel Converse.
Pauline D. Paulson.

Catherine Flagler.

Frank S. Baker.
John Imbs.
Wm. R. Lloyd.

Hugh W. Brown.

Millersville.

C. F. Bailey.

J. A. Bickerdike,

Maud O. Key.
Cora Bickerdike.

Mrs. Mattie Earhart.

Ethel Maxwell.
Birdie Honefenger.
Wm. Maxwell.
Mrs. Ruth Maxwell.

Villa Grove.

Mrs. E. B. Sargeant.

Grace V. Duzan.
Laura M. Burnett.

James A. Barrick.

Mason City.

Rev. Chas. A. Taylor.

Mrs. Chas. A. Taylor.

Mrs. Mattie M. Hubbard.
Laura I. Byers.

Mrs. Elizabeth Ross.

Lucy S. Mathers.
Carrie Osborn.
Harry Ingram.

Lloyd.

Mrs. Alice Bone.
Nellie Colby.

May Hellstern.

Kate Schnapp.

Westfield.

A. R. Arford.

B. F. Bean.
W. W. Baker.

J. A. Robinson.
Clara Garber.

B. F. Towsley.
Midea Boyd.

Savannah.

Mrs. Metta Miles.

Mrs. L Gridley.

Lottie Gridley.

Mrs. Anna Maloney.

Chicago.

Br. F. E. Reynolds.

Alfred B. Fowler.
A. B. Snyder.
O. E. Petet.

R. Houghton.

Farmer City.

M. F. Kirkpatrick.

Mrs. Elnora Knight.
Daisy Knight.
Mrs. Sarah Harper.

E. C. Stark.

Salem.

Charles E. Hull.

Mrs. J. E. Rosborough.
Gussie Rosborough.
Emma Tinkler.

Alice Wales.
.Julia Lovell.

Bernard L. Furry.

"Westfield.

0. 0. Inman.
J. M. Button.
F. E. Rounds.
Ollie Yish.

Boody.

John F. Wicks.

Rev. Blunt.

Emma Baumgarten.
Carrie Baumgarten.
Albert Jokisch.

Lewis Kallenbach.
George Kallenbach.
Lillie Kallenbach.

Mendota.

Mrs. Alice B. Browne.
Allie J. Blanchard.
Mrs. Lottie M. Miller.

Myrtle J. Doane.
Ida Van Vliet.

Stonington.

Rev. B. N. Frantz.

Mrs. D. N. Frantz.

Minnie Krieger.

Grace Krieger.

C. C. Krieger.

Yorkville.

Arthur F. Hill.

Paul L. Hoadley.
Eben S. Tarbox.
N. T. Morley.
Arthur P. Hill.

A. S. Tarbox.
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Mrs. Alice Woodman, Chicago.
Mary Klein, Shelbyville.
Mrs. Trowbridge, Danvers.
Moody Lincoln, Albion,
Ella Dyson, Paris.

Olive Johns, Charleston.
Mrs. P. L. Ross, Hindsborough.
George Carlin, Morristown.

Clare A. Garber, Flora.

Jennie Middleton, Cowden.
Dora Pierce, Coles.

Deborah P. Cummins, Aledo.
Mary M. Record, Rutland.
Rev. Everett Young, Piper City.

M. Gregory, Assumption.
Mrs. M. Gregory, Assumption.

USHERS AND PAGES AT BELLEVILLE.

USHERS.

R. A. Mooneyham.
Richard Winker.
Gustav Beineke.

Henry Wolpert.
Edwin Tufts.
Waldo Dennis.

E. A. Rebhan.
Edward Owen.

Henry Puller.

Roy Stookey.
Benjamin Morgan.
Frank Burns.
Julian Smith.
Ora Ramsey.
Irving Smith.
Oscar Koenicke.

PAGES.

Otto Wincker.
Walter Voelkel.
Arthur Rauschkalb.
Clarence Hartman.
Clyde Gooding.
Harry Rogers.
Frank Rogers.
Roger Hyde.

Arthur Dennis.
Bert Kraflft.

Clarence Tufts.
Harry Branch.
Charles Quigley.
Charles Mullen.
Walter Weygandt.
Fred Needles.



APPENDIX B.

LIST OF DELEGATES.

FIRST DISTRICT.

Cook County.

Arnold, A. T Chicago
Bell, J. W
Bliss, George H
Bragg, Miss Mary I "
Brooks, Miss Alice "
Bryner, Mrs. M. F
Cadwell, Mrs. Ernest "
Clendening, Mrs. H. T "
Clissold, H. R
Davidson, Joseph "
Eberhart, J. S
Elliott, W. S
Excell, Prof. E. O
Farson, John "
Farson, Mrs. John "

Glenn, Grace C •.

Hall, Miss Mabel "
Hall, Mrs. Eugene "
Hare, R. W
Jacobs, B. F "
Jacobs, W. B
Jacobs, Miss Alice
Lamoreaux, Mrs. M. S "
MacAlpine, E. T
Montague, Mrs. S "

Moore, H. M
Pearce, W. C
Powell, Rev. C. K
Rooney, Mrs. F. T
Sloan, Mrs. David "
Youker, J. C
Rice, Mrs. C. I Morgan Park
Bassett, Miss Leola Oak Park
Robinson, Miss Birdie

DuPage County.

Chatfield, Miss Lefa M., West Chicago

Grundy County.

Kelley, Rev. W. S Gardner
Hanes, Rev. N. D Verona

Lake County.

Warner, C. H Highland Park
Buck, K. S Waukegan
Simpson, Miss Mae "

SECOND DISTRICT.

Boone County.

Sabin, D. D Belvidere

DeKalb County.

Rees, Rev. E. J Kingston
Dent, Rev. J. C Sandwich

Bedford, Rev. J. N Shabbona
Wilmarth, Miss Grace Sycamore

Kane County.

Burnell, K. A Aurora
Wood, W. B "
Whiting, C. A Batavia

Winnebagro County.

Brouse, 0. R Rockford
West, H. H

THIRD DISTRICT.

Carroll County.

Z. T. Livengood Lanark

Ogle County.

Anderson, Alex Polo

Whiteside County.

Coe, D. O Rock Falls

FOURTH DISTRICT.

Henry County.

Lay, H. T Kewanee
Moore, Rev. C. A "

Knox County.

Snyder, A. W Galesburg

Mercer County.

Cummins, Miss D. P Aledo
Kiddoo. Thomas Joy

Kock Island County.

McKown, E. B Rock Island

Stark County.

McKenzie, Mrs. E Wady Petra

FIFTH DISTRICT.

La Salle County.

Olmstead, Mrs. Hattie Freedom

Marshall County.

Carlson, Miss Hilmer Lacon
Ewell, Rev. H. A "

SIXTH DISTRICT.

Ford County.

Gorsuch, Miss Grace Clarence
Grayson, E. D Paxton
Runalls, Rev. J. H Roberts
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Iroquois County.

Boice, E. U Buckley
Morris, Miss Emma Onarga
Saflford, Rev. G. B ..

Wilcox, H. M
Everett, Miss Hattie Ridgeville

Livingston County.

Smith, Mrs. S. E Pontiac

McLean County.

Storey, T. J Bloomington
Broomfield, Rev. Thomas Hudson
Augustine, H Normal

SEVENTH DISTRICT.

Fulton County.

Jamison, John A Canton
Quillin, J. W Ipava
Hitchcock, Rev. W. H Lewistown

Peoria County.

Parks, J. H Dunlap
Parks, Mrs. J. H
Planck, J. F Peoria
Schroder, Wm "
Wilkerson, W. J "

Tazewell County.

Smith, H. M Hopedale

"Woodford County.

Wilson, R«v. F. D Washburn

EIGHTH DISTRICT
Hancock County.

McAuley, Miss Mary Carthage
Graham, Mrs. A. T Denver
McMillan. Mrs. CM "
Felgar, Miss Isabel West Point

McDonoug-h County.

Reynolds, Prof O. E Bushnell
Stambaugh, Mrs. Martha. . .Colchester

NINTH DISTRICT.

Adams County.

Scherer, Rev. J. F Mendon
Scherer, Mrs. J. F

Cass County.

Rearick, W. S Ashland
Kuhl, Philip Beardstown
Finch, Miss Bertha Chandlerville
Leeper, Miss Nellie
Spink, Eb
Spink. Mrs. Eb
Bergen, J. J Virginia
Dabney, Rev. J. D

Pike County.
Digby, Henry Barry
Thompson, G. R. "

Stone, Miss Lizzie E Griggsville
Peters, W. H Summer Hill

Schuyler County,

Griffith, R. H Rushville
Roach, H. B

TENTH DISTRICT.

Calhoun County.

Carter, Mrs. Jennie Hardin
Lammy, Mrs. Ruth "

Ansell, J. E Kampsville
Cloninger, Mrs. M. B
Nevens, D. S. H

G-reene County.

Purl, 0. T Carrollton

Fletcher, Mrs. Mary J Whitehall
McClelland, Geo. B
Riggs, Mrs. L "
Tucker, H. D

Jersey County.

Becker, J. W Jerseyville

Everts, Miss Hattie A
Woodruff. G. H
Trickey, H. D Winchester

Macoupin County.

Challacombe, N. B Challacombe
Pomeroy, Rev Virden

Morgan County.

Dewell, Rev. J. N Chapin
Pratt, Miss Ellen
Joy, J. B Concord
Tunison, H. C Jacksonville

Forsythe, John H Woodson

Scott County.

Taylor, Rev. Chas. A Winchester

ELEVENTH DISTRICT.

Christian County.

Bickerdike, Rev. J. A. ... Millersville

Bickerdike, Miss Lizzie. .

.

Cooprider, Elder George Palmer
Cox, J. W Pana
Gilbert, Mrs. L. N "

McCoy, Mrs. A. B "

Flock, H. A Stonington
Wetzel, M. R
Shumway, Miss Lou Taylorville

Simpson, Miss Maude
Waddle, T. J

Mason County-

Cook, Miss Lilla Mason City

Menard County.

Mott, Chiis Athens
Ziegler, Miss Viola Greenview
Servis, C. T Menard
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Moore, J. A Oakford
Kennedy, E. B Petersburg
Hurst, Mrs. Mary F Sweetwater

Montgomery County.

Hartwick, Rev Butler
WoUermann, A. J Fillmore
Young, Geo. C. S Nokomis

Sangramon County.

Horn, W. J Springfield

TWELFTH DISTRICT.

De Witt County.

Fackrell, F. J Clinton
Rundle, ,W. B
Watson, C. S "
Watson, Mrs. C. S

Macon County.

Wicks, J. F Boody
Conklin, Mrs. Anna W Decatur
Gorin, J. R
Kepler, Miss Nora '•

Laughlin, P. P
Laughlin, Miss Lulu L "
Mills, A. H
Randall, Rev. Dr
Randall, Mrs
Crane, Rev. J. W "

Coughlin, Norman "
Gillmore, Mrs. Carrie "
Hatfield, Rev. Z. T
Jeffers, E. H
Knight, Mrs. Katie "
Riggs, F. O
Spayd, Rev "

Moultrie County.

Hight, C. A Dalton City

Piatt County.

Alvord, L. H Bement
Sayler. E. R "
Huff, B. F Cerro Gordo
Johnson, R. L Pierson

Shelby County.

Smith, C. L Henton
Carruthers, Albert Neoga
McBurney, Wm Prairie Home
McBurney, Miss Minnie. . " "

Davis, Rev. C. W "

THIRTEENTH DISTRICT

Clark County.

Knox, J. W
Kilborn, L. S
Schenck, C. E
Schenck, Mrs. C. E.

....Cohn

.Marshall

Cumberland County.

Swengel, F. B Neoga
Willis, R. C Toledo
Willis, Master Bennie "

Douglas County.

Smith, Henry Areola
Moore, Miss Fannie Arthur
.Jeffers, G. C Camargo
Temple, Charley Garrett
Rutherford, Bertha Newman
Russell, Miss Maude Tuscola

Edgar County.

Arterburn, Mrs. Jennie Paris
Artes, Noah "
Miller, G. W... •'

Miller, Mrs. G. W "
Walthal, Fi'ancis Raven

FOURTEENTH DISTRICT.
Crawford County.

Bottenfield, W. R Oblong

Effingham County.

Baker, A. W Dexter
Stettbacher, Miss Dena Edgewood
Smith, Miss Susie Mason

Fayette County.

Brown, B. B Brownstown
Kringer, .Tacob

"

Rode, Wm. D
Rode, Mrs. W. D
Tucker, Alfred

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT.

Liawrence County.

Miller, Minnie E Lawrenceville
Jackman, L. W St. Francisville
Lyons, Dr . W. A "

Cunningham, T. H Sumner

Marion County.

Donovan, Mrs. E. K Kinmundy
Stone, Rev. M. A Centralia

Richland County.

Lucas, Miss Ada Claremont
Crout, N. L Olney

SIXTEENTH DISTRICT.

Bond County.
Bradford, J. S Greenville
Robinson, Reid "
Robinson, Mrs. Reid "
Rogier, J. L "
Sylvester, G. W Hookdale
Sylvester, J. W "
Farmer, Z.J Mulberry Grove
Ferguson, H. M Reno
Rosebrough, Miss Sadie "
Wilson, Rev. C. F "
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Clinton County.

Nichols, Mrs. Ora Carlyle

Shoupe, Miss .Jessie "

Lee, Mr Patoka
Johnpeter, George Posey
Posey, Mrs. J. E "

Carson, E. L Shattuc

Burton, J Trenton

Madison County.

Lukens. Rev. C. E Edwardsville
Ritcher, C. E Troy
Stevens, Horace St. Jacobs

Monroe County.

Divers, Miss Fannie Columbia
Lemen, Mrs. Lewis "

Urmey, Miss Maggie
Tolin, Miss Addie New Design
Tolin, Miss Rachel
Voris, Z Waterloo
Voris, Mrs. Z "

Yingst, Rev. A "

Yingst, Mrs. A "

Yingst, Orrin "

St. Clair County.

Exter, E. E Belleville

Fuller, Rev. H E
Glenn, Miss Etta
Mooneyham, T. M "

Mooneyham, R. A "
Phillips, Miss Jane
Rauschkalb. George
Ropiequet, R. W "
Stout, M. A
Tufts, Prof. George D
Thilman, Charles Casey ville

Lemen, F. B CoUinsville

Archibald, Mrs. Rebecca Freeburg
Ketter, Nicholas "

Maxey, Rev. A. S "

Jepson, Miss Jessie Lebanon
Louis, Miss Phebe
Miller, Prof. J. R
Root, Miss Etta
Spurr, Mrs. A. M "
Waggoner, Frof. E. B "

Walton, Prof. W. C
Webb, Mrs. M. E
Hill, Mrs. Samuel New Athens
Darrow, Wm. E O'Fallon

Darrow, C. B "
Rahn, Rev "

Simmons, Miss Annie
Sweeney, Rev
Thomas, Miss Belle

Washington County.

Ankershiel, Otto Nashville

Bernreuler, Lewis
Wheeler, Miss Libbie "

Bowles, Mrs E. W Nolting

Kennedy, A. T Oakdale

McAuley, Miss Eliza Oakdale
McAuley, R. A
Herdman, Rev. T. H Okawville

SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT.

Franklin County.

Hammer, Mrs. L. M Benton

Sword, Rev. F. A "

Floyd, W. F Smothersville

Floyd, Mrs. Ida M
Jackson County.

Dean, George O Ava
Davis, Rev. T. J Carbondale

Davis, Mrs. Mary A
Freeman, Prof. J. A
Schwartz. W. A
Winfrey, J. W
Striger, Miss Nellie De Soto

Looney, R. R Degognia

Jenkins, Miss Harriet E Elkville

Hanson, Mrs. S. C Murphy sboro

Martin, R. F Osage

Haldaman, Miss Chrissy R Pomona
Crowther, Miss Belle. . . . Grand Tower
Schultz, Miss Ida
Carlisle, Miss S. E Vergennes

Jefferson County.

Carroll, J. A ,• • • •

Perry County.

Beck, Miss Lena Du Quoin
Stark, Rev. J. H
Yehling, Chas St. Johns

Blanchard, Townsend Tamaroa
Blanchard, Mrs. T
West, Mrs. J. C "

Paige,F.C "

Randolph County.

Pinkerton, F. E Sparta

Stephenson, Rev. T. B
Wilson, A. L

Williamson County.

Hardaway, Rev. R. M Marion

EIGHTEENTH DISTRICT.

Edwards County.

Curtis, W Albion

Buxton, Dr. W. E Samsville

Buxton, Mrs W. E
Schernekan, Gust West Salem

Hamilton County.

Ecklcy, John McLeansboro

Wabash County.

Litherland, C. F. O Allendale

Beesley. Miss Alicia Linn

Lee, W. H Mt. Carmel
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Wayne County.

Scott, John A. L Orohardville
Burrough, Arthur Zeuith

White County.
Willis, G. A Carmi
Brockett, W. M Enfield
Goudy, J. M "
Willis, J. E "

NINETEENTH DISTRICT.
Gallatin County.

Frier, Clarence A Shawueetown
Roedel, Miss Mae

Saline County.

Anderson, A. M Galatia
Jones, R. P "

TWENTIETH DISTRICT.

Massac County.

Johnson, Samuel H Metropolis

Union County.

Alden, Miss Betsey Anna
Barringer, Miss Minnie
Bouton, Miss Susan
DeWitt, Miss Mamie
King, Miss Leslie

Lufkin. H. E
Lufkin, Mrs. H. E
McGill, Rev. H. L
Winifred, Miss Emma
Linnell, Mrs. L. T Cobden
Alexander, J. S Jonesboro
Mowery, S. W Mill Creek

SPEAKERS AND GUESTS FEOM OTHER STATES.

GEORGIA J. H. Miller Marietta

MINNESOTA Rev. G. R. Merrill, D. D Minneapolis

MISSOURI '. W. J. Semelroth St. Louis

Mrs. W. J. Semelroth
" Wm. Randolph "

TOE U3SASY C? T8E
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NELSON'S New Series of TEACHERS' BIBLES
NEW ILLUSTRATIONS
NEW HELPS

NEW CONCORDANCE
NEW MAPS

These Teachers' Bibles contain new Bible Helps, entitled "The Illustrated

Bible Treasury/' written by Leading Scholars in

America and Great Britain.

UPWARD OF 350 ILLUSTRATIONS
of Ancient Monuments, Scenes in Bible Lands, Animals, Plants, Antiquities, Coins,

etc., are distributed through the text of the Helps.

The Independent says:

"Of all the 'aids' for the popular study of the
Bible, which belong in the general class of Teach-
ers' Bibles, this is easily foremost and best. . . .

"The marked feature of the 'Treasury' is that
every part of it is new, and that it contains none
of that sequacious compilation which is based on
works once in repute but which at the best rise

no higher than belated attempts to bring an old
thing up to the guage of a new one. . . Tne num-
ber of contributors who have taken part in the
work is thirty-eight. They make a list which
commands confidence and challenges admiration.
. . . We welcome the 'Treasury' as a fair, schol-

arly and judicious help to the popular study of

the Bible on a cautiously critical basis."

For Sale by all Booksellers. Write for Complete List, giving Sizes of Type, Prices. &c.

THOMAS NELSON & SONS, Publishers

33 EAST 17th STREET (UNION SQUARE) -:- NEW YORK

"ARE MY SAVINGS SECURE?"
"ARE THEY PRODUCING ADEQUATE RETURNS?"
"WHERE CAN I INVEST MY SURPLUS SO IT WILL

STAY AND PAY?"
Fore-handed people often ask such questions.

A complete answer is important.

The Factor of Safety is of First Importance, but that alone is not enough,
for a bag of gold in the bottom of the sea would be "safe."

There must also be Profitable Returns. Something better than 6 or 7
per cent.

If one buys a piece of Real Estate he may be sure it is a safe investment.
Cannot be destroyed or embezzled.

If he buys it in a City like Chicago, growing at the rate of 100,000 people
a year—adding a large city every twelve months—it will be profitable.

If you are fore-handed enough to save a little money every month give us your
address and we will send you particulars of a plan for investing it where it will be both
profitable and safe.

If you are not fore-handed you ought to be and may become so by adopting our
plan of saving for a purpose and profit.

B. F. JACOBS &, CO.
30 Years in Chtcago Real Estate. ATWOOD BUiLDINQ, CHICAQO.



DO YOU WISH THE BEST?

BEST WHAT?

^ ^he Sest §ORg Book &

fon
OUNG PEOPLE . . . .

buNG OLD PEOPLE

UNDAY SCHOOLS . .

'OCIAL MEETINGS . .

WHAT IS IT?

EXIOEIIjL'S

(§) m* ''Songs for

young People"

^he fsfewest and the Best

ppi©e§
LINEN LIMP COVERS.

( Words and Music.)

BOARD COVERS.
(Words and Music.)

Single Copies, postpaid,

Per Dozen, not prepaid, -

Per Hundred, not prepaid,

Singrle Copies, postpaid,

Per Dozen, not prepaid, -

Per Hundred, not prepaid,

30 cents

$3.00

$25.00

25 cents

$2.40

$20.00

E. O. EXCELU
publisber,

Lakeside Building, CHICAQO.
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, , - 1 r% • ' Standard Series

Lesson tieiDS and Papers f -jr«,„
In Four Grades.—A special teachers' help and scholars' help in four different grades.

Primary, Juvenile, lutermediate and Advanced. The only complete series of graded

lesson helps and the only one that furnishes a graded help for the teacher to match that for

the scholar in each grade.

Lesson Hymns.—These are the same throughout all our quarterlies, except the primary.

Four hymns ou each lesson.

Lesson Marking.—We are the only publishers that furnish suitable lesson marking
blanks in our teachers' and scholars' helps.

By Far tlie Cheapest.—Our teachers' helps for main school range from 18c. to 30c. per
year. Our scholars' helps from 440 to lie. per year—costing no more for a year than many
ask for a single quarter.

Young People's Weekly. —The largest and best paper ever
published for Sunday-school readers, having eight pages of four
columns each. Colored pictures once a month. Issued at the un-
precedented price of 50 cents a year, or 13c. a quarter, in lots of
three or more. Single subscription, 60c. per year.

r* w \/ The Weekly Magnet.— The greatest attraction which the

Vk I Y Sunday-schools of this country have ever had. Colored pictures once
mj I A ^ a month Price, 30 cents per year, or 8c. per quarter, in lots of

three or more.
Happy Hours.—Our large four-page weekly with serial, every

serial ending during the quarter. Costs only 20 cents a year, or
S'/jC. per quarter, in lots.

The Weekly Welcome.—A three-column, four-page weekly with
serial, every serial ending during the quarter. Only 12 cents per
year, or 3Vic. per quarter, in lots of Ave or more. f.

Dew Drops.— Great infant class weekly paper, 22 cents per
year, or 6c. per quarter, iu lots of five or more. Contains lesson
stories pictorially Illustrated. Colored pictures every week.

Little Learner's Paper.—Weekly infant class paper, only 6
cents a year, or 2c. per quarter, in lots of five or more. Pictorially
illustrated lesson, besides other interesting matter.

CiJplC TTDI 4 f ^6 furnish our publications for three months on trial, with
rt\Iwl-i * l\Ii*.Iw» special understanding that if they do not prove betterthan those

you have been using, we will return the half price paid, or if tney

HI

WEEKLY

rrtPERS

do prove better, we will credit this amount on continuance of order—thus in either case giving
you the goods tree

Sample Copies of any or all the above publications sent free on application. Write for
our large illustrated catalogue of Sunday-school supplies and specialties.

Address: DAVID C. COOK PUBLISHING CO.,
36 Washington Street, CHICAGO.

THE RICH YOUNG RULER
HAXK 10.17-27 Mcuvszm

Seek ye first the Ki ngdom of God.

Colored Lesson Picture Roll
AND PRIMARY SONG CLUSTER.

Primary Songs on One Side, Lesson Pictures on the Other.

Only $2.50 per Year; 75 Cents per Quarter.

The Colo-pd Lesson Picture Roll consists of a series of Colored
Pictures, illustrating the International Lessons, each sheet
24x34 inches. Twelve pictures each quarter, bound together at
the top. At the bottom of each picture are printed Title of Les-
son and Golden Text. Outline map ac-
companies each set. On the back of
each picture, in large type, we print a
Primary Lesson Hymn. Type large
enough to be read fifty feet away. With
the chart is sent free a supplement,
with directions for teaching the les-
sons in the Primary Class, and for sim-
ple blackboard work.

The Colored Lesson Picture Cards.
The Colored Pictures reduced, printed
in colors on cards, with simple Lesson
Story and Questions printed on back.
One for each Sunday. Price, lOc. per
year, or 2?iC. per quarter.

DAVID C. COOK PUBLISHING CO.
36 WASHINGTON ST,, CHICAGO.






